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Nigeria is currently grappling with a variety of security threats that are undermining its sovereignty. These threats encompass
communal and religious conflicts, urban violence, arms smuggling, kidnapping, human trafficking, cybercrime, armed rob-
bery, terrorism, and banditry. Recently, food insecurity and escalating food costs have emerged as new forms of insecurity
in Nigeria. This paper employs qualitative methods using secondary sources such as newspapers, internet resources, and
existing scholarly works. The findings reveal that rural banditry, clashes between farmers and herdsmen, climate change,
and the Russia-Ukraine war are both remote and immediate factors contributing to food insecurity in Nigeria. The paper
underscores the implications of food insecurity for achieving Goal 2 of the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
It recommends collaborative efforts across all levels of government to address issues like rural banditry, clashes between
farmers and herdsmen, political unrest, and disputes. It also calls for proactive measures to mitigate the effects of climate
change and to establish an early warning system to inform farmers. The paper suggests that the Nigerian government should
strive to lessen the impact of the Russia—Ukraine war on wheat and fertilizer ingredient imports. It also advocates for an
urgent reorientation of herdsmen to adopt modern cattle-rearing methods that are more profitable and healthier.
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Introduction

Feeding the world’s population, which currently stands at over seven billion, is a significant global
challenge (Ayinde, Akinbode & Otekunrin, 2020). In 2019, around 690 million people suffered from
hunger due to conflicts, terrorism, lack of human capital, and adverse climate change. Of these,
135 million individuals living in 55 countries and territories experienced severe food insecurity.
Africa is home to 73 million of these individuals. Food insecurity is a major problem confronting
many African governments. It is driven by factors such as an increase in extreme poverty, high
levels of corruption, and frequent conflicts. The global food crisis has also seen a slight uptick
due to the destructive activities of terrorists, bandits, and insurgents.

Northern Nigeria, often referred to as the “food basket of Africa,” has been adversely af-
fected. The region produces and exports various food products such as onions, peppers, yams, and
potatoes. However, farmers have been driven away by terrorists, bandits, and insurgents, leading
to abandoned farms (Akinola & Uzodike, 2013). Nigeria has the highest number of extremely
poor people globally. Despite this, Nigeria’s Global Food Security Index (GFSI) ranking has
improved since 2013; in 2019, it ranked 94th out of 113 countries. However, Nigeria continues to
grapple with food insecurity issues, particularly in the northeastern and north-central regions,
where conflicts/insurgency, kidnapping, armed banditry, livestock rustling, and extreme weather
conditions exacerbate the situation.

However, to ensure food security across the states and increase exports, the Nigerian govern-
ment must intensify efforts to enhance food production and processing activities. According to
Oderinde, Akano, Adesina, and Omotayo (2022), Nigeria’s food security situation is precarious
due to several reasons, including rising energy costs, climate change impacts, and terrorism. These
factors influence the cost and accessibility of food in the country. They further explained that
rising temperatures, political instability, increasing food prices, and unpredictable energy supply
have had concerning effects on the cost, availability, and stability of food sources. For a country
with a rapidly growing population like Nigeria, it is crucial to take significant steps to increase
food production, mitigate climate change impacts, and improve energy sources. To ensure food
security for all its citizens, Nigeria must restructure the essential elements of its food systems
and their interconnections.

The activities of terrorists and bandits have severely disrupted social and economic activities
in border communities of Nigeria, as well as Cameroon, Niger Republic, and Chad (Olowoselu
et al., 2014). This has led to a worsening humanitarian situation in the Lake Chad Basin (Nige-
ria, Niger, Chad, and Cameroon), with nearly 2.2 million people forcibly displaced in the region
(UNHCR, 2016; United Nations, 2015).

It is based on the foregoing that this paper examines the conceptual clarification of food
insecurity; impacts of the Ukraine/Russian War on food security in Nigeria; Boko Haram, rural
banditry and food insecurity; the effect of Fulani herdsmen and farmers’ clashes on food insecurity;
the hike in food price and food insecurity; violence, politics, and food insecurity in Nigeria; climate
change and food insecurity; and food insecurity and Sustainable Development Goals in Nigeria.
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Method and materials

The paper employed a qualitative approach. This approach can be used to gather in-depth insights
into a problem or generate new ideas for research. It is commonly used in the humanities and
social sciences. In this study, the documentary method of data generation was used, and data were
obtained from books, journal articles, conference papers, online materials, official documents, and
periodicals. The documentary method of data collection allows for a deep understanding of new
ideas, and provides an opportunity to have an in-depth study on the variety of security threats that
are affecting Nigeria’s food security. The documentary study helps to discover knowledge gap(s)
in the literature. The data were analysed using a content analytical technique.

Conceptual clarification on food insecurity

Masa and Chowa (2020) note that food insecurity disproportionately impacts adolescents and
young adults in Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA). However, research on youth food insecurity in SSA is
limited. They further explored the prevalence, associated socioeconomic factors, and the moderat-
ing influence of gender on food insecurity among young people. Chronic and acute food shortages
are most prevalent in Sub-Saharan Africa due to a shortfall in production and recurring natural
and man-made calamities. Drahmmeh, Hamid, and Rohana (2019) argue that food insecurity is
a significant public health issue worldwide, with malnutrition causing almost 300,000 deaths
annually. They identified household food insecurity as the primary risk factor. Over half of all
child deaths in Sub-Saharan Africa are attributed, either directly or indirectly, to poor nutritional
quality and low food consumption.

Svetlana and Ivanova (2018) identify a fundamental issue that governs human existence: the
disparity between plenty of food for some and malnutrition for others. They argue that ensuring
food security requires a joint effort involving politics, agriculture, and logistics for delivering
goods. Despite numerous UN programs and cooperative efforts to alleviate hunger, only tempo-
rary local gains have been achieved. Studies have shown that Nigeria’s population has increased
significantly from 33 million in 1950 to approximately 192.3 million currently. This remarkable
population growth has put tremendous pressure on the land and water resources used by farmers
and pastoralists. As a result, transhumance routes have been blocked, grazing ground has been
lost to agricultural development, and the greater southward movement of pastoralists has caused
friction with local communities (FAO et al., 2019).

Rattan (2007) estimates that the global population has grown from 2—-10 million at the onset
of settled agriculture, approximately 10—12 millennia ago, to 6.5 billion in 2006. It is projected
to stabilize at 10—12 billion by 2100. The majority of this future population growth will occur in
developing nations, where a significant portion of the world’s population currently grapples with
severe resource constraints and food insecurity. This rapid population growth has led to a significant
conversion of natural ecosystems to agricultural land uses, particularly between 1700 and 2000.
This includes the conversion of savanna, grassland, steppe, forest, and woodland. The area used
for grazing land also expanded significantly. Agricultural expansion and intensification through
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ploughing, irrigation, and chemical use have exacerbated soil degradation problems, which are
estimated to affect 1,966 MHA globally. A large portion of this degradation is caused by water
and wind erosion. This has also increased the area of irrigated land to about 280 MHA, or 19%
of the total cropland area, using 18,200 km? of water for evapotranspiration, or 26% of the total
terrestrial evapotranspiration.

Despite an increase in global population, agricultural yields saw a dramatic increase in the
second half of the 20th century, leading to an increase in global food output per person. However,
between 2000 and 2025, the demand for cereals is projected to increase globally at a pace of 1.3%
per year. This necessitates an increase in the mean grain yield of these cereals, particularly in
emerging nations. Nigeria has been heavily dependent on oil for its foreign exchange earnings and
government revenue since the oil boom of the 1970s (Nwozor, Olanrewaju, & Ake, 2019). Prior to
this period, Nigeria produced food at a reasonable level of self-sufficiency and was a significant
exporter of several cash crops. However, as oil surpassed agriculture in importance, agriculture
steadily declined due to negligence by successive governments. As a result, many farms were
abandoned, severely affecting the industry.

Nigeria’s transition from self-sufficiency in food to dependence, leading to substantial imports
to address food shortages, has had negative implications. However, the government is making
efforts to reorient the agricultural sector towards enhancing productivity and competitiveness.

Adenle, Azadi, and Manning (2018) concur that sustainable agriculture can mitigate some
of the significant challenges faced by African agricultural practices, particularly in sub-Saharan
Africa (SSA), where agriculture primarily drives economic growth. This article poses an es-
sential question: Can sustainable agriculture help Africa overcome its food insecurity and pov-
erty? To answer this critical question, we review and evaluate data concerning the benefits and
challenges of adopting sustainable agricultural practices in Africa. Achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030 will partly depend on enhancing agricultural sustainability,
which is crucial for ensuring food security and reducing poverty. African governments and the
international community need to collaborate more effectively to tackle issues such as war, disease,
political instability, and disputes. Consequently, institutional changes and agricultural policies at
national, regional, and local levels need to be formulated to support household income growth,
food security, and poverty alleviation.

The impacts of the Russia-Ukraine war on food security in Nigeria

Nigeria is not immune to the negative effects of the current conflict between Russia and Ukraine
on world food security. The United Nations’ Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) issued
a warning that the war would cause an additional 8 to 13 million people to go hungry in 2022-2023.
In other words, over the course of a year, they would not get enough food to meet their basic daily
energy requirements. Currently, there are more than 800 million undernourished individuals in
the world.
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Measures to stop the spread of Covid-19 have adversely affected the food and nutrition security
of low-income and marginalised households and communities, (Ebata, Nisbett, & Gillespie, 2021).
They posit further that the concepts of resilience and political economy are used to analyse how
Covid-19 has affected food systems in low- and middle-income nations. Before the Russia—Ukraine
war, these two countries provided one-fifth of the world’s exports of maize and 30% of the world’s
exports of wheat. Additionally, they produced 80% of the world’s exports of goods made from
sunflower seeds. In 2021, Russia was also one of the nations with the highest fertiliser exports.

The FAO (2022) estimates that at least 50 countries buy at least a third of their wheat from
Russia and the Ukraine. Unfortunately, the conflict between Russia and Ukraine, which broke
out on February 24, 2022, has worsened the world’s already precarious food security status and
disrupted daily life throughout the agricultural growing season. Though early output estimates
for freshly grown crops in Ukraine were hopeful, the fighting is preventing many farmers from
harvesting and exporting their crops.

The escalating hostilities between Russia and Ukraine pose a serious risk to world food
security. Increased food insecurity in nations like Nigeria that depend on imports from these
countries could result from the disruption of agricultural activities in these regions. Therefore, it
is essential that nations and international organisations collaborate in order to reduce these effects
and guarantee food security for everyone. Esfandabadi, Ranjbari, and Scagnelli (2022) concur
that the ongoing conflict between Ukraine and Russia has had a profound impact on the global
food and energy systems. This is primarily due to Russia’s crucial role in supplying natural gas
and fertilisers worldwide, as well as the substantial contributions of both Russia and Ukraine in
exporting grains and oilseeds to international markets. Consequently, the Russia—Ukraine war
conflict has led to a scarcity of crops and grains in the food market.

Hassen and Bilali (2022) note that the ongoing Russia—Ukraine war, characterized by a clash
between two prominent agricultural nations, has resulted in a range of adverse socioeconomic
consequences that are currently reverberating globally and have the potential to further worsen,
particularly in terms of global food security. Should the conflict escalate, the already dire food
crisis will intensify, presenting a formidable obstacle for numerous nations, particularly those
heavily dependent on food imports.

Huff (1995) states that in February 2022, during the aftermath of the devastating coronavirus
pandemic, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine emerged as a highly significant interstate armed conflict,
comparable in impact to the Second World War. This conflict had far-reaching consequences for
the global economy, particularly in terms of disrupting agricultural-goods and energy supply
chains. As a result, it exacerbated existing inflationary pressures, leading to increased poverty,
inequality, and food insecurity. Huff (1995) further states that these issues were already at alarm-
ing levels due to the pandemic. Consequently, these trends are likely to worsen the underlying
causes of conflict and instability, especially in countries heavily reliant on food and energy im-
ports. Moreover, the unprecedented humanitarian crisis and the subsequent need for reconstruc-
tion in Ukraine will divert international humanitarian aid and development funding away from
other global conflicts and crises. The worsening food insecurity serves as a visible manifestation
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of how the combined shocks of the coronavirus pandemic and the war in Ukraine intersect with
the ongoing and accelerating climate change emergency.

Nweke, Obi, and Igweike (2022) note the pattern of food inflation in Africa and examine
the impact of the Russia—Ukraine war on food inflation in the continent. The study also seeks
to determine whether the ongoing war between Russia and Ukraine is likely to instigate social
unrest in Africa. A sample of four African countries—namely Nigeria, South Africa, Kenya, and
Morocco—was selected. Data were sourced from the Trading Economics database and analyzed
using descriptive analysis, trend analysis, mean, and percentage. The results of the study revealed
that Nigeria had the highest food inflation rate among the sampled countries, while Morocco had
the least food inflation rate. However, both Morocco and Kenya were the most affected by food
prices as a result of the war (Nweke, Obi, & Igweike, 2022).

Kappel (2022) observes that the conflict in Ukraine has precipitated a dire situation for
economically disadvantaged nations and those reliant on imported goods, consequently exacer-
bating hunger and poverty in Africa. The continuous rise in food prices has the potential to spark
social unrest in Africa. This is because food is a basic necessity of life, and when prices become
unaffordable, they can lead to protests, riots, and other forms of social unrest. In conclusion, this
study provides valuable insights into the pattern of food inflation in Africa and the impact of the
Russia—Ukraine war on food prices across the continent. The findings of the study highlight the
need for policymakers to take proactive measures to address the issue of food inflation and ensure
that food remains affordable for the masses.

Food insecurity in Nigeria: Looking beyond Russia—Ukraine war

Adeyemo (2023) states that though the war in Ukraine has had a significant impact on global food
prices — as the conflict has led to a decline in the supply of major staple foods — it is important to
recognize that food and nutrition insecurity is not limited to international conflicts. In Nigeria,
the population in conflict zones, particularly in the northwest, has been facing a food insecurity
crisis due to ruthless banditry. Factors such as climate change, natural disasters, violence between
farmers and herders, kidnappings, and other forms of insecurity have also affected food produc-
tion and distribution in the country. Despite these challenges, agricultural productivity has been
growing, and there have been technological and institutional innovations within the agrifood
markets and value chain that have the potential to reduce poverty and food insecurity. One key
aspect of the food value chain (FVC) is the reduction of losses and waste. In Nigeria, losses and
waste occur in all phases of the FVC, from pre-harvest to consumption activities. To address this
issue, there is a need for the development of post-harvest and processing technologies that can
add value to agricultural products and minimize losses. However, there are several barriers to
the fulfillment of the agrifood value chain’s potential in Nigeria, including capacity, governance,
infrastructure, and policies conducive to sustainability and growth. By addressing these barriers
and implementing innovations in post-harvest and processing technologies, Nigeria can improve
food security and reduce waste in the country.
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Babatunde and Ajayi (2010) note that the negative correlation between Nigeria’s population
growth and food crop production highlights the necessity for government assistance and policies to
effectively tackle food insecurity and poverty in the country. Unfortunately, Nigeria’s agriculture
sector lacks value chain initiatives and modern storage facilities, which exacerbate the problem
of food losses and waste. The absence of value chain initiatives means that farmers do not have
access to information on market demand, pricing, and quality standards, which leads to a glut
of produce during peak harvest periods and low prices. Additionally, the lack of modern storage
facilities means that farmers are forced to sell their produce immediately after harvest, even if
the market is not favorable, leading to further losses. These challenges highlight the urgent need
for investment in modern storage facilities and value chain initiatives to improve the efficiency
and profitability of Nigeria’s agriculture sector.

Boko Haram and rural banditry and food insecurity in Nigeria

George, Adelaja, and Weatherspoon (2020) state that countries that are grappling with conflict,
violence, and fragility are home to over 50% of the 815 million individuals who suffer from
undernourishment globally. This is largely due to the fact that conflict can have a devastating
impact on food security, as it can lead to the destruction of agricultural infrastructure, hinder
economic growth, and result in high levels of unemployment. As a result, it is imperative that we
address the root causes of conflict and violence in order to ensure that individuals have access to
the basic human right of food.

Dunn (2018), in his words, notes that the Boko Haram insurgency in Northeast Nigeria has
significantly impacted child health outcomes as a result of the disruption of social services and the
rise in food insecurity. In the same manner, Kah (2017), in his analysis, delves into the persistent
issue of food insecurity in certain regions of Nigeria and Cameroon, which has been exacerbated
by the presence of the Boko Haram insurgency. Since its emergence in 2009, this insurgency has
not only devastated entire communities but also resulted in the destruction of food crops, the loss
of livestock, and the displacement of farmers to protective camps. Consequently, many individuals
now heavily rely on food assistance provided by international organizations. While Nigeria and
neighboring countries strive to contain the insurgents, they have inadvertently created or wors-
ened a larger problem: food insecurity, which has far-reaching consequences extending beyond
national boundaries. As a result of the insurgency, local markets have been forced to close, lead-
ing to a decline in customs duties and further exacerbating the issue. Emmanuelar (2015) agrees
that the Boko Haram insurgency plays a substantial role in exacerbating humanitarian crises in
Northern Nigeria, with significant implications for human casualties, food insecurity, and the
displacement of individuals within the region.
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The effect of Fulani Herdsmen and Farmer’s clashes on food insecurity in
Nigeria

The consistent clashes between Fulani herdsmen and farmers in Nigeria have profound effects
on the nation’s food security. Ajibefun (2018) highlights that the threats posed by Fulani herds-
men have severe repercussions on socioeconomic development, not only in the affected states,
but across Nigeria as a whole. Incidents of property destruction and rape have led to a decline
in economic and social prosperity in states where these conflicts are prevalent. Onwunyi and
Anekwe (2020) agree that the agricultural output in Benue State has been significantly impacted
by these clashes. The continuous violent conflicts, largely due to population growth and disputes
over scarce resources such as grazing and farming lands, have instilled fear in many farmers,
causing them to abandon farming.

Justin-Ugo and Unufe (2019) note that the conflict between farmers and herdsmen has extended
to other regions of the country beyond the Northeast. The government has implemented several
strategies and laws, such as the Cattle Colonies (CC) and the Rural Grazing Area (RUGA), to try
to resolve this conflict. However, these measures have been met with resistance from both farmers
and herdsmen. Therefore, it is crucial for the Nigerian state to re-evaluate its current legislation
regarding land access for both community members and outsiders. The country’s population
boom, which remains a significant concern, also necessitates the development of a practical policy
framework. These conflicts between farmers and herdsmen, due to their impact on capital and
human resource production, have drawn attention from both the government and the private sector.

Hike in food price and food insecurity in Nigeria

Ochuba and Cookey (2020) observe that high food prices are often associated with food insecurity,
as they hinder people’s ability to access an adequate food supply. This goes against one of the
fundamental principles of food security, which is ensuring that food is accessible to all individu-
als. In order to achieve food security, which is a key objective in the United Nations’ Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), it is crucial that food be
economically accessible to everyone. According to data released by the National Bureau of Statistics
(NBS) in March 2020, Bayelsa State in Nigeria has been facing the challenge of exorbitant food
prices. The data revealed that out of the 43 food items reviewed, Bayelsa State had the highest
cost for 15 of them. This makes it the state with the highest food prices in the entire federation.

Empirical evidence from Babalola and Isitor (2014) suggests that a significant proportion,
specifically 60%, of the household income in Lagos State, Nigeria, is allocated towards food
expenditures. This finding is indicative of low income levels and elevated food costs, thereby
underscoring the pressing need for policy interventions aimed at mitigating urban food prices
and addressing food insecurity.

Goni, Mohammed, Sing, and Bila (2014) in their work note that the analysis of the food
insecurity situation in the Northern part of Borno State revealed that a significant proportion
of households, approximately 64.5%, did not meet the minimum calorie requirement and were
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thus classified as food insecure. Moreover, the households in the area were found to produce food
that lasted for only about 5.6 months on average after harvest, and a staggering 91.1% of house-
holds did not produce food that lasted for 12 months after harvest. The study also examined the
animal protein intake of households and found that they were only able to meet 25.86% of their
daily per adult equivalent animal protein requirement. Furthermore, the mean food expenditures
as a percentage of total income of the households indicated that approximately 78.47% of their
daily per adult equivalent income was spent on food. These households are highly vulnerable to
future food insecurity, particularly in the event of food price increases. High food prices reduce
real income and exacerbate the prevalence of food insecurity and malnutrition among poor house-
holds by reducing the quality and quantity of food consumed. Therefore, it is crucial to address
the underlying causes of food insecurity and develop sustainable solutions to ensure food security
for all households in the area (Goni, Mohammed, Sing, & Bila, 2014).

Charles, Josephine, Ngozi, Chidimma, and Charles (2017) opine that Nigeria, despite its
substantial population and abundant oil resources, continues to maintain a predominantly rural
agrarian economy. The prevalence of food insecurity within the country is alarmingly high, with
approximately seventy percent of the population subsisting on less than one hundred naira, N100
(equivalent to US$0.70) per day. Charles et al. (2017) further state that the determinants contribut-
ing to this state of food insecurity within the region are multifaceted. First, there exists a weak
supply side, characterized by inadequate production and distribution of food, which fails to meet
the escalating demand resulting from population growth. Additionally, rural poverty exacerbates
the situation, as impoverished communities lack the financial means to access sufficient food re-
sources. The scarcity of farmland further compounds the issue, limiting agricultural productivity
and impeding the ability to meet the nutritional needs of the population.

Violence, politics, and food insecurity in Nigeria

Allen (2020) states that the issue of food security in Nigeria is greatly influenced by the pres-
ence of violence and politics, particularly in relation to the country’s oil industry, cult groups,
conflicts between herdsmen and farmers, and the Boko Haram insurgency. This analysis aims
to explore the impact of politics and violence on the increasing rate of food insecurity in certain
parts of Nigeria. When individuals in villages are forced to flee from the violence perpetrated by
cult groups, clashes between herdsmen and farmers, and the terror of Boko Haram, the availability
and affordability of food are significantly affected. It is crucial to hold those responsible for this
violence accountable for the consequences it has on the food supply. Furthermore, the connec-
tion between oil-related violence and food insecurity is worth considering. The oil industry has
caused significant pollution, leading to a reduction in cultivable land and fishing opportunities in
the Niger Delta. This, in turn, has a direct impact on the availability of food. By analyzing both
secondary and primary data, this chapter argues that a complex web of illegal political relation-
ships and considerations, often involving non-state actors and criminal armed groups, is rapidly
diminishing the labor force in peasant agriculture. As a result, the availability and affordability
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of food are increasingly threatened. The intertwining issues of violence and politics have a pro-
found effect on food security in Nigeria. The displacement caused by various forms of violence,
coupled with the negative consequences of the oil industry, has led to a significant reduction in
the labor force involved in agriculture. This, in turn, poses a threat to the availability and afford-
ability of food in the country.

Climate change and food insecurity in Nigeria

Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) had an increase in food insecurity in 2022, according to the World
Food Programme (WFP). It is anticipated that at least 123 million people, or 12 percent of SSA’s
population, were acutely food insecure in 2022, suffering from high malnutrition and unable to
achieve basic food consumption demands. Food insecurity is predicted to get worse with climate
change, which might also undo recent advancements in development. SSA’s health and educational
outcomes have improved for decades, but rising food insecurity could have a severe impact on
children’s nutrition and educational success.

The likelihood and intensity of violent conflict are both made more likely by the negative
effects of climate change, according to growing evidence. However, local social, political, and
economic circumstances shape how these effects specifically affect violent conflict. While not the
main driver of violence and conflict, Mobjork, Krampe, and Tarif (2020) state that climate change
can have both direct and indirect effects on local, national, and even regional security. Small-scale
local conflicts between farmers and herdsmen in Nigeria have grown into organised terrorism
among migratory herders. These armed herders target farming communities in Nigeria’s Middle
Belt region with increasingly sophisticated small arms, causing substantial internal displacement,
the loss of local livelihoods, disruption of food production, and food insecurity.

Climate change poses a severe threat to human security and poverty in Africa, according
to Kumssa and Jones (2010). In Africa, where the majority of livelihoods depend on climatically
dependent ecosystems and resources, the effects of climate change are expected to be dispro-
portionate and severe. Additionally, Africa lacks the ability to adjust to and manage the negative
effects of climate change. According to Senakpon, Dedehouanou, and McPeak (2020), climate
change will make extreme weather occurrences more frequent and more severe. Such climate-
related calamities will present substantial security challenges and points of vulnerability in the
future, whether or not they fuel conflict.

Africa is regarded as one of the continents most vulnerable to climate change because of its
reliance on rain-fed agriculture and its poor adaptive capacity. This vulnerability is not evenly
dispersed. The historical occurrence of climate-related hazards, population density, family and
community resilience, governance, and political violence are only a few of the elements that
contribute to Africa’s vulnerable. The Democratic Republic of the Congo, Guinea, Sierra Leone,
Somalia, and South Sudan are among the African nations most vulnerable to the security ef-
fects of climate change. Extreme climate change is becoming a greater hazard to human welfare
worldwide, according to Pickson and Boateng (2022). It is specifically argued that extreme floods,
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combined with the looming prospect of drought, can explain differences in food security between
nations. Given the ongoing disputes and lingering questions concerning the specific effects
of climate change on food security, it is still unclear whether global hunger and food insecurity
are being significantly worsened by climate change. Climate change is having a negative impact
on food security, according to Dasgupta and Robinson (2022). However, rather than focusing on
current issues, the majority of research concentrates on potential future ramifications, as well as
on connections to food production or productivity rather than food security itself. In contrast,
they investigate the extent to which climate change can plausibly be held responsible for the recent
changes in food insecurity.

Food insecurity and sustainable development goals in Nigeria

In order to accomplish Goal 2 of the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which aims
to “end hunger, ensure food security, improve nutrition, and promote sustainable agriculture,”
Osabohien, Adeleye, and De Alwis (2020) investigate the effect of agro-financing on food produc-
tion in Nigeria. Increased agro-funding at low interest rates, according to their predictions, would
entice farmers to buy high-yield seedlings, machinery, and other farm tools, as well as organic
inputs that boost total agricultural productivity and improve food production. Additionally, they
recommend that the agrarian industry receive greater capital, with less stringent credit require-
ments, and that more fertile land be set aside for farming.

One of the world’s regions with the fastest rates of urbanisation is Sub-Saharan Africa.
Only eight years remain until the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
of eradicating hunger, food insecurity, and all kinds of malnutrition, according to FAO et al. (2022).
The “new normal” of frequent and recurrent droughts, floods, cyclones, rising temperatures, and
rising sea levels will make it challenging to attain the 2030 UN Sustainable Development Goal 2
(SD@G2) on food security.

According to a paper by John, Trudell, Burnet, and Ziegler (2021), 676.1 million people in
Africa, or 52.5% of the continent’s population, faced moderate to severe food insecurity in 2018.
As Africa is impacted by war, climate change, and economic downturns, this extraordinarily high
incidence continues to rise. When Sustainable Development Goal 2.1 was introduced, aiming to
end hunger and ensure access to enough food by 2030, especially for vulnerable groups, food
insecurity became a global issue. Food insecurity may have a negative impact on mental health,
a stigmatised area of medicine that is frequently inaccessible in Africa.

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are a group of 17 global objectives that, by 2030,
seek to eradicate poverty, safeguard the environment, and guarantee peace and prosperity for all.
All parties, notably governments, must cooperate closely and cooperatively to accomplish these
goals. The SDGs can be advanced through governments adopting policies, allocating resources,
and implementing programmes. Governments do, however, encounter a variety of difficulties
and limitations that may impede their development and effectiveness. Therefore, it is crucial for
governments to implement policies and solutions that are effective in assisting them in overcoming
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these obstacles and achieving the SDGs. Several of these strategies include: strengthening partner-
ships, resource mobilisation, technology transfer and capacity building, development assistance
commitments, inclusive partnerships, matching grants, monitoring and evaluation.

Conclusion

This study has comprehensively investigated the multifaceted dimensions of food insecurity in
Nigeria, underscoring its profound and far-reaching consequences. The findings reveal that food
insecurity exacerbates poverty, hinders economic development, and imperils mental health, pro-
ductivity, and national stability. The study highlights the devastating impact of food insecurity on
Nigeria’s population, characterized by reduced workforce participation, diminished productivity,
and impaired physical and cognitive abilities. The root causes of food insecurity, including insur-
gencies, terrorist operations, climate change, and global conflicts, necessitate urgent attention and
collective action. To mitigate the debilitating effects of food insecurity and achieve the Sustain-
able Development Goals in Nigeria, it is crucial to prioritize food security, support vulnerable
populations, and foster a sustainable food system that ensures economic growth, social stability,
and human well-being.

Recommendations

Nigeria is facing multiple issues such as rural banditry, farmers-herders clashes, political unrest,
and disputes. These issues have negative impacts on the security, stability, and development of the
country. Therefore, it is recommended that all levels of government work together to combat these
issues and create a peaceful and prosperous Nigeria. Some of the recommendations are:

a) Mitigate the effects of climate change. Climate change is one of the main causes of farm-
ers-herders clashes, as it reduces the availability of land and water resources for both
groups. The government should take concrete steps to adapt to and mitigate the effects
of climate change, such as implementing sustainable land management practices, promoting
renewable energy sources, and creating early warning signals and responses to educate
farmers and herders on how to cope with climate shocks.

b) Reduce the impact of the Russia—Ukraine war.. The ongoing war between Russia and
Ukraine has disrupted the global supply chain of wheat and fertilizer ingredients, which
are essential for Nigeria’s food security and agricultural sector. The government should
explore ways to reduce its dependence on these imports, such as diversifying its sources
of wheat and fertilizer ingredients, increasing its domestic production capacity, and sup-
porting local farmers with subsidies and incentives.

c) Reorient Fulani herdsmen towards modern methods of rearing cows. The traditional
nomadic lifestyle of Fulani herdsmen is becoming increasingly incompatible with the
modern demands of the society and the environment. The government should urge Fulani
herdsmen to adopt modern methods of rearing cows that are more profitable and healthy,
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such as ranching, feedlotting, or dairy farming. The government should also provide them
with adequate support and training to facilitate their transition.

d) Ensure that governments are responsible for their promises to reach the SDGs. This
means tracking and assessing actions, updating on achievements and difficulties, and
gaining insights from what works and what does not. Governments should also assist
each other in reaching the SDGs, promoting collaboration and openness with various
actors. Tools like Voluntary National Reviews (VNRs) enable governments to exchange
experiences and obtain feedback. However, effective responsibility depends on a solid
monitoring system and a readiness to share data honestly.

e) Boost agricultural research and development. This is essential to tackle food security
and nutrition issues, especially in the face of climate change, population growth, land
deterioration, and water shortage. This includes developing technologies like genetic
engineering and drought-resistant crops, as well as providing support to farmers through
extension services, training, inputs, and credit. For example, Nigeria’s adoption of the
NERICA rice variety has considerably increased rice production. However, such boosts
must consider ethical and environmental concerns and require sufficient funding and
infrastructure for research institutions.

References

Adenle, A. A., Azadi, H., & Manning, L. (2018). The era of sustainable agricultural development in Africa: Understand-
ing the benefits and constraints. Food Reviews International, 34(5), 411-433.

Adeyemo, O. (2023). Enhancing food security and nutrition through resilient agrifood value chains. Proceedings of the
Nigerian Academy of Science. https://doi.org/10.57046/pdbf9719.

Ajibefun, M. B. (2018). Social and economic effects of the menace of Fulani herdsmen crises in Nigeria. Journal of Edu-
cational and Social Research, 8(2), 133—139.

Akinola, A., & Uzodike, O. (2013). Boko Haram terrorism and Nigeria’s security dilemma: Rethinking the state’s capac-
ity. International Journal of Innovative Social Sciences and Humanities Research, 1(3), 70-78.

Allen, F. (2020). Violence, politics, and food insecurity in Nigeria. https://doi.org/10.4018/978-1-7998-0125-2.CH004.

Ayinde, I. A., Otekunrin, O. A., & Akinbode, S. O. (2020). Food security in Nigeria: Impetus for growth and develop-
ment. Journal of Agricultural Economics and Rural Development, 6(2), 808—820.

Babalola, A., & Isitor, S. U. (2014). Analysis of the determinants of food expenditure patterns among urban households
in Nigeria: Evidence from Lagos State. IOSR Journal of Agriculture and Veterinary Science, 7, 71-75. https://doi.
0rg/10.9790/2380-07537175.

Babatunde, B., & Ajayi, S. (2010). Food crisis and population growth in Nigeria. Manager Journal, 11, 180—187.

Charles, U., Josephine, O., Ngozi, O., Chidimma, O., & Charles, I. (2017). Factors that enable food insecurity among
orphan and vulnerable households in South-East Nigeria. Journal of Food Security, 5(6), 223-231. https://doi.
org/10.12691/JFS-5-6-3.

Dasgupta, S., & Robinson, E. J. Z. (2022). Attributing changes in food insecurity to a changing climate. Scientific Re-
ports, 12, 4709. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-022-08696-x.

Drammeh, W., Hamid, N. A., & Rohana, A. J. (2019). Determinants of household food insecurity and its association
with child malnutrition in Sub-Saharan Africa: A review of the literature. Current Research in Nutrition and
Food Science, 7(3).

Dunn, G. (2018). The impact of the Boko Haram insurgency in Northeast Nigeria on childhood wasting: A double-
difference study. Conflict and Health, 12. https://doi.org/10.1186/s13031-018-0136-2.

nr1/2025 (59) 17



Olagoke Oluwafemi Awotayo, Segun Lakin Oderinde, Kayode Wakili Olawoyin, Abimbola Fikayo Olaniran

Ebata, A., Nisbett, N., & Gillespie, S. (2021). Food systems after COVID-19. In P. Taylor & M. McCarthy (Eds.), Building
a better world: The crisis and opportunity of COVID-19, IDS Bulletin, 52(1). Brighton: IDS.

Emmanuelar, 1. (2015). Insurgency and humanitarian crises in Northern Nigeria: The case of Boko Haram. African
Journal of Political Science and International Relations, 9, 284-296. https://doi.org/10.5897/AJPSIR2015.0789.

Esfandabadi, Z., Ranjbari, M., & Scagnelli, S. (2022). The imbalance of food and biofuel markets amid Ukraine-Russia
crisis: A systems thinking perspective. Biofuel Research Journal. https://doi.org/10.18331/brj2022.9.2.5.

Food and Agriculture Organization (2022). The importance of Ukraine and the Russian Federation for global agricultural
markets and the risks associated with the current conflict.

George, J., Adelaja, A., & Weatherspoon, D. (2020). Armed conflicts and food insecurity: Evidence from Boko Haram’s
attacks. ERN: Agricultural Economics (Topic). https://doi.org/10.1093/ajae/aaz039.

Goni, M., Mohammed, I., Sing, A., & Bila, Y. (2014). Food insecurity and vulnerability analysis among rural house-
holds in Northern Borno State, Nigeria. Asia-Pacific Journal of Rural Development, 24, 83-94. https://doi.
org/10.1177/1018529120140107.

Hassen, T., & Bilali, H. (2022). Impacts of the Russia-Ukraine war on global food security: Towards more sustainable
and resilient food systems? Foods, 11. https://doi.org/10.3390/foods11152301.

Huff, A. (1995). Editor’s introduction. Journal of Management Inquiry, 4, 345-346. https://doi.org/10.1080/23740973.
2022.2135765.

IFAD, FAO, UNICEF, WHO, and WFP. (2019). The state of food security and nutrition in the world 2019. safeguarding
against economic slowdowns and downturns. Rome: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations.
http://www.fao.org/3/ca5162en/ca5162en.pdf.

John, P, Trudell, M. L., Burnet, B. R., & Ziegler, I. L. (2021). The impact of food insecurity on mental health in Africa:
A systematic review, June 2021, 113953.

Justin-Ugo, O., & Unufe, E. J. (2019). The dynamics of farmers and herdsmen conflict and its implication for food security
in Nigeria. Icheke Journal of the Faculty of Humanities, 17(2).

Kah, H. (2017). ‘Boko Haram is losing, but so is food production’: Conflict and food insecurity in Nigeria and Cameroon.
Africa Development, 42, 177-196.

Kappel, R. (2022). Russia and Africa: The invasion of Ukraine leads to the next major crisis. Strategic Review for
Southern Africa. https://doi.org/10.35293/srsa.v44i1.4044.

Kumssa, A., & Jones, J. F. (2010). Climate change and human security in Africa. International Journal of Sustainable
Development & World Ecology, 17(6).

Masa, K., & Chowa, G. (2020). Youth food insecurity in Ghana and South Africa: Prevalence, socioeconomic correlates,
and the moderation effect of gender. Children and Youth Services Review, 105180.

Mobjork, M., Krampe, F. & Tarif, K. (2020). Pathways of climate insecurity, SIPRI Policy Brief, Nov. 2020.

Nweke, C., Obi, C., & Igweike, O. (2022). Russia-Ukraine war, its impacts on food security in Africa. Global Journal
of Social Sciences Studies. https://doi.org/10.55284/gjss.v8i2.804.

Nwozor, A., Olanrewaju, J. S., & Ake, M. B. (2019). National insecurity and the challenges of food security in Nige-
ria. Academic Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies, 8(4), 9.

Ochuba, O. & Cookey, 1. (2020). Food prices and the challenge of food security in Bayelsa State, Nigeria. https:/doi.
org/10.9734/ajeba/2020/.

Oderinde, F. O., Akano, O. 1., Adesina, F. A., & Omotayo, A. O. (2022). Trends in climate, socioeconomic indices and
food security in Nigeria: Current realities and challenges ahead. Frontiers in Sustainable Food Systems, 6,940858.
doi 10.3389/fsufs.2022.940858.

Olowoselu, A., Bello, A., & Onuselogu, A. (2014). Historical analysis of Boko Haram insurgency on educational man-
agement in Northern Nigeria. Global Journal of Arts Humanities and Social Sciences, 2(10), 77-83.

Onwunyi, U. M., & Anekwe, N. J. (2020). Interrogating clashes in Benue State and their implications on food security
in Nigeria. Social Scientia Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities, 5(3).

Osabohien, R., Adeyeye, N., & De Alwis, T. (2020). Agro-financing and food production in Nigeria, Heliyon, 6, ¢04001.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.heliyon.2020.e04001.

Pickson, R. B., & Boateng, E. (2022). Climate change: A friend or foe to food security in Africa? Environment, Develop-
ment and Sustainability, 24, 4387-4412. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10668-021-01621-8.

18 Acta Politica Polonica



Food Security in Nigeria: Challenges and Threats

Rattan, L. (2007). Anthropogenic influences on world soils and implications to global food security. Advances in
Agronomy 93, 69-93.

Senakpon, F. A. D., & McPeak, J. (2020). Diversify more or less? Household income generation strategies and food
security in rural Nigeria. The Journal of Development Studies, 56(3).

Svetlana, P., & Ivanova, A. (2018). Food security: The challenge of the present. 73-77.
UNHCR. (2016). Nigeria situation- UNHCR Regional Update No. 24 (1-31 May).

United Nations. (2015). Security council condemns Boko Haram violence, backs regional efforts to counter ongoing
attacks. Assessed on September 18, 2015, form www.un.org /apps/news/story.asp?News10=51513#Vfwhpdglhjo.

Citation

0.0. Awotayo, S.L. Oderinde, K.W. Olawoyin, A.F. Olaniran (2025). Food security in Nigeria: Challenges and threats. Acta
Politica Polonica, 1 (59), 5-19. DOI: 10.18276/ap.2025.59-01.

nr1/2025(9) 19






WA/

Acta Politica Polonica nr 1/2025 (59) | www.wnus.usz.edu.pl/ap | 21-30 in‘Eé ovsuamss

ISSN (print): 2451-0432 | ISSN (online): 2719-4388 | DOI: 10.18276/ap.2025.59-02

Globalization and the imperativeness of local
development in Nigeria

DAUDA AYODELE MORAKINYO

ORCID: 234-8035476400

Department of Business Administration

Osun State University, Osogbo, Osun State, Nigeria
e-mail: dauda.morakinyo@uniosun.edu.ng

NURENI ADEKUNLE LAWAL

Department of Entrepreneurial Studies

Osun State University, Osogbo, Osun State, Nigeria
ORCID: 234-8030876980

e-mail: nureni.lawal@uniosun.edu.ng

AREMU AKINTUNDE AKINTAYO

Department of Entrepreneurial Studies

Osun State University, Osogbo, Osun State, Nigeria
ORCID: 234-8039308278

e-mail: aremu.akintayo@uniosun.edu.ng

AYINLA JAMIU RAHEEM

Department of Entrepreneurial Studies
Osun State University, Osogbo, Osun State
ORCID: 234-8033866221

e-mail: ayinla.raheem@uniosun.edu.ng

THEOPHILUS TOBI ONEWO

Department of Business Administration

Osun State University, Osogbo, Osun State, Nigeria
ORCID: 234-7066357523

e-mail: theophilus.onewo@uniosun.edu.ng

Keywords

Abstract
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Purpose — The study seeks to determine how Nigeria can increase its positive impacts rather than negative ones, such
as neo-colonialism, on the imperatives of globalization in the areas of the local economy, sociocultural factors, customs,
among others.

Methodology/approach -This study employed a qualitative research design, gathering and analysing qualitative data from
contemporary and archival sources.

Findings - It was found that a number of factors, including Nigeria’s share in global trade, investment, and finance in terms
of the total quantum of inward and outward flows of resources, can be used to determine and measure the contribution of
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the Nigerian economy to the global economy and the benefits accruing to the economy from Nigeria’s interactions with
other nations. The competitive advantage of Nigeria in the global economy is dependent on what Nigeria has to offer to
the rest of the world.

Practical implications - This study provides sufficient insights into how Nigeria can increase the positive outcomes rather
than the negative ones, particularly in terms of the development of local content and production.

Introduction

Globalisation represents the expanding economic, political, technical, and cultural links that con-
nect people, communities, businesses, and governments throughout the world. It is the outcome
of advancements in communication, transportation, and information technology. The expansion
of multinational firms (companies with activities or assets in several nations) and transnational
corporations (companies that view themselves as competing on a global scale) is another aspect
of globalisation. In this period of globalisation, the function of the international organisations that
regulate international commerce and finance is becoming more and more significant.

Consequently, globalization itself tends to depict a situation or scenario where there is
a global/international interface of activities done separately or independently at various times
and at different locations. In relation to the banking industry, it therefore means an international
and global affiliation of monetary and banking transactions carried out at different periods and
in various places around the globe, without underplaying the relevance of telecommunications
and information technology (computer) equipment.

Globalisation, in the same vein, has been described as “flexible specialization” at the lowest
level of business structure in the world today. Although it is difficult to come up with an agreed
definition of the term, a description of how the process works will provide a clearer understanding.
According to Shafaeddin (1999), globalisation is “the development of a global network in the form
of international consortia, cross-licensing agreements, and joint ventures, the purpose of which
is either to lower production costs by determining the cost of production factors, material inputs,
and intermediate products, or by enlarging the market’s potential to take advantage of economies
of scale. A multinational corporation tries to sell its goods in a variety of markets with the main
objective of taking advantage of economies of scale across the board. A global company that uses
a network will interact inside the company to get intermediate inputs. Technology alliances and
supply contracts for input and intermediate items are subcontracted, but the markets for finished
goods are still competitive.”

This paper, therefore, looked into the areas of local economy, sociocultural factors, customs,
and other related aspects. The paper also examined the causes of globalisation in recent decades,
the challenges of globalisation in Nigeria, factors affecting globalization, and appropriate strate-
gies for globalisation.
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Globalization imperatives: The local economy

Nigeria is richly endowed with the two most valuable natural resources: energy and land, although
nature has gifted mankind with a variety of natural resources. The generation of all other resources
available to humans depends primarily on these two resources; hence they might be considered
the fundamental natural resources. This section aims to highlight the significance of globalisation
and the potential it presents in relation to the two natural resources known as land and energy.

Energy is the ability to do work, to produce movement instead of controlling it, to move or
stop something, whether it is an object or a person. Energy is needed for a task to be accomplished.
The pursuit of obtaining, using, and wasting as little energy as possible occupies a man’s whole
existence (Otokiti, 2004).

According to Qicheng et al. (2020), man-made energy may be categorised as either animate
or inanimate energy. Animate energy comes from living things like plants, bacteria, animals,
molds, fungi, and so on, whereas inanimate energy comes from non-living things like fossil fuels,
like coal, oil, gas, and minerals.

Land, on the other hand, in its embodiment, can be analysed as follows:

— Two-dimensional,

— Three-dimensional.

Two-dimensional perspective

Natural resources were associated with land before the invention of machines. Pre-industrial
man’s attempts to make use of nature were mostly restricted to the earth’s surface. It was only
two-dimensional. Soil, agricultural, and animal husbandry management were its most practical
manifestations. As a result, the people’s main employment was agriculture. Other human activities
included raising livestock and fishing, which were mostly restricted to rivers, lakes, and coastal
areas. Only minerals that were accessible on the surface were used sparingly. The land area under
his control, where property ownership in the form of landed rights held economic and political
power, served as an adequate indicator of this man’s control over natural resources. Until now,
land and natural resources, have been set up to now.

Three-dimensional perspective

Man’s activities are no longer restricted to the surface of the planet as a result of the “machine age”
and the increased use of inanimate energy. He expanded his boundaries both aloft and downward.
He started looking for and using minerals in the earth’s deeper layers. His borders were pushed
lower when he started to extract minerals from the earth, including metals and fossil fuels. Addi-
tionally, he expanded his horizons by using solar energy more effectively, extracting nitrogen from
the air, discovering radioactive elements, and developing hydropower. With the addition of a thin
layer of soil, land ceased to resemble the surface and took on a three-dimensional shape. Its inti-
mate ties to agriculture and animal care came to an end. Surface area units have lost usefulness
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as a reliable indicator of natural resources, because minerals, particularly coal, petroleum, iron,
copper, and related energy and machine resources, have become disproportionately more important
relative to the area explored. Today, the term “land” refers to the entirety of nature. It is extremely
active and never stationary in this sense. It changes in response to evolving cultural norms, better
information, and shifting human attitudes.

The imperativeness of globalization and the place of socio-cultural factors:

The challenge to developing countries is daunting. Nigeria, for example, has always operated
an open and externally-dependent economy. The logic of the colonial economy was basically
to produce primary commodities for export (Asika, 2007). The international division of labour
dictated what commodities would be part of this trade system. The Nigerian economy was rooted
in the agricultural sector and was structured to import manufactured consumer goods, interme-
diate goods, and capital. Globalization is not a process that only integrates economies, it also
integrates cultures, technologies, governance, social, and environmental systems. The hallmark
of globalization is the promotion of the free market, private enterprise, technology, and so on, as
a “survival of the fittest” theory (Asobie, 2002). Therefore, globalization of sociocultural factors
must include the following:

i. Increased openness to international trade and development.

ii. Elimination of barriers to global financial flow.

iii. International diffusion of knowledge and technology.

iv. International market integration.

v. Openness to information and factor optimisation of factors of production.

vi. Exposure of domestic economies to the influence of improved world economies.

vii. Increased movement of goods, commodities, investment, and services across geo-

graphical boundaries.

IBM (1999) opines that one of the factors of the present globalized world, is that globalisa-
tion is about the major changes in the governance, direction, and structure of organisations and
countries across the globe. Globalisation, in its broadest sense, therefore implies that borders are
no longer obstacles to economic activities. According to Anderson (2004), the globe is still dealing
with a long-standing issue whereby affluent nations are growing richer while poorer countries are
becoming poorer. Despite the fact that globalisation is a process of heightened interconnected-
ness, no nation can isolate itself and hope to prosper. The claim is that interdependence may now
benefit all countries thanks to globalisation. The growing economic interdependence of nations
is demonstrated through trade and financial flows. However, it has been asserted that depend-
ency comes with increased danger and unpredictability. Interdependence, more broadly, refers to
prospects for generating employment outside of national borders and potential for benefits in the
common good. Convergence has been a topic of discussion in the globalisation debate. The dif-
ference between member countries’ welfare levels may close as a result of the global economy. In
fact, there would be a significant trend towards convergence in an interconnected system. However,
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comprehensive empirical research reveals that absolute divergence in production per person is
a defining aspect of global economic history in the area of well-being,

Although the position of mainstream economics is that the economic benefits of internation-
alization outweigh the economics costs for most countries, developing countries are yet to feel the
impact of the process, Nigeria, in acceptance of this position, adopted the Structural Adjustment
Programme (SAP) around 1986, with the hope that it would be in a position to benefit from the
process. All indications point to the fact that, given the dependent nature of the economy, it can-
not benefit from the process. Third world countries with very weak internal structures, incapable
of competing within the world economy, are generally not in a position to benefit from the process.

A lot has changed in the structure, operations, and environment of the economies of African
countries. Over the last fifteen years, most African countries have pursued reform and restructur-
ing programmes, including:

1. Privatization.

2. Deregulation of interest rates and foreign exchange rates.

3. Reduction in deficit spending.

Martin (1993, 1995) stated that, as a result of policy reforms, the market was being deregulated
in 1993, followed by internationalization in 1995. The implementation of the privatization and
commercialization programme has also impacted positively on the performance of the market,
as the programme has deepened and widened the market. Democratization, deregulation, and
internationalization have made the market much more vibrant and competitive.

Globalization has been taken to mean the increasing integration of national economies with
that of the world. In general, the advantages of globalisation are comparable to those of speciali-
sation and market expansion through commerce. Globalisation raises productivity and the aver-
age living standard by facilitating a greater international division of labour through the creation
of employment opportunities and a more effective use of savings, while increased consumer
access to foreign goods enables them to enjoy a wider variety of goods and services at lower
prices. By enabling a nation to access more financial savings and heightening business competitive-
ness, globalisation may also bring forth other advantages. However, outlines of what constitutes
the concept of globalization are beginning to emerge, but the precise ways in which it will affect
each country, region, and economic bloc are not clear.

The globalization phenomenon has also affected the nature and content of economic co-
operation: some social/scientific elements have become commodities on the same footing as goods,
and they have been put the General Agreement on Trade and Tariff (GATT) discipline during the
GATT VIII negotiations. These are trade in services, Trade-Related Intellectual Property Rights
(TRIPs), and Trade-Related Investment Measure (TRIMs). Countries with strong economies
and technology have been integrated. On the other hand, relatively weak economies stand to be
marginalized.
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Globalization imperatives: Causes of globalization

Globalisation is an international phenomenon that may signify different things to different indi-
viduals, and even to the same people in different ways. According to UNDP (2001), globalisation
is a multifaceted process that has seen an unparalleled rate of expansion in the extent and intensity
of interconnection on a purely global scale, for instance:
(i) Globalization with regard to increasing interconnectedness and interdependence
among the world’s nations, particularly in business.
(il) Globalization with regard to institutions, e.g., education, industry, among others.
(iii) Globalization with regard to families and systems.
(iv) Globalization in relation to fostering the advancement of a global mentality.
The following eight elements explain why globalisation has increased over the past several decades:
(a) Technology is developing, particularly in the areas of communications and transpor-
tation.
(b) Governments are lowering barriers to international trade.
(c) Institutions offer services to make doing business internationally easier.
(d) Consumers are increasingly aware of foreign products and services.
(¢) The level of competition has increased globally.
() Some great economic powerhouses have enhanced their political ties.
(g) More nations work together on global concerns.
(h) Agreements and collaboration between nations have expanded.

Challenges of globalization in Nigeria

Looking into the gains and losses, if Nigeria embraces globalization or refuses it, certain actions
are necessary if Nigeria is to embrace globalisation:
(a) Transition from a generator-driven economy to sustainable energy generation.
(b) Rejuvenation of a poor telecommunication system.
(c) Improvement in public awareness and stabilisation of foreign exchange rates.
(d) Addressing the growing tastes and needs of individuals, society, and other countries.
(¢) Improvement in macroeconomic factors such as deregulation, liberalisation of trade,
development of the capital market, outward-oriented reforms, and correction of in-
ternational market imbalances.

What does Nigeria stand to lose?

Here, the question is: What does Nigeria stand to lose if she does not embrace globalisation? Thus:
(a) Reduction in investment that could have accrued.
(b) Decline in exports of locally manufactured goods as a result of inadequate awareness.
(c) Decrease in foreign exchange earnings and private investment.
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(d)

Absence of innovation and continued use of crude methods.

Factors affecting globalization

There are various factors affecting globalization, among the factors are:

(@)
(b)

()
(d)
(e)
(
(2

(h)

Decline in barriers to the free flow of goods and capital.

Technological change, e.g., microprocessors, telecommunications, the Internet and
the World Wide Web, transportation technology, etc.

Changes in world output, trade, and consumption patterns.

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI).

Multinationalism.

Change in the world economic order.

Dynamic changes: population, output, multinational enterprises (MNEs), and the
world economic order.

Also, the relationship between globalization and:

(1) Job creation.

(i1) Improved labour policy.(iii) Threat to national sovereignty.

(iii1) Challenge to managing national business.

Appropriate strategies for globalization in Nigeria

These are the needed strategies for globalization in Nigeria. The following constitute the key

strategies:
(a)
(b)
(©)
(d)

(e)
(®
(8)
(h)
Q)
0)

Orderly, properly sequenced, and sensible implementation of outward strategies
Pragmatic financial liberalization.

Ongoing reform of domestic export products.

Increasing national production and export capability through the expansion of the
private sector.

Promotion of manufactured goods for export.

Raising the level of domestic investment.

Development of adequate infrastructure and services.

Human capital development focused on export.

Development of technology.

Attraction of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) inflows.

Discussion on how Nigeria can increase more of the positive outcomes in
globalisation

Nigeria has been pursuing a trade liberalisation strategy since 1986 in an effort to gain from the

integration of the global economy. Unfortunately, its industrial sector still has to contend with
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some formidable obstacles from overseas competition, and the severity of these obstacles is en-
dangering its very existence.

According to data from the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) published in 2004, the environment
in which Nigerian manufacturers operate is marked by low aggregate demand, high production
costs, inadequate infrastructure, low investment, poor electricity supply, declining bank lending,
and fierce competition from foreign rivals as a result of rising globalisation. As a result, from
1998 to 2003, the industrial sector’s capacity utilisation was below 40% (CBN, 2004). However,
Tsuani (2005) confirms that the increased cost of production arising from poor infrastructure has
crippled manufacturing activities in Nigeria. Also, policy inconsistencies and poor macroeconomic
management have contributed significantly to the failure of many enterprises in Nigeria (Nwoye,
2006). All these factors have created the high unemployment rate experienced in the country.

The increased integration of the world’s financial, goods, and service markets has made
the position of Nigeria—Tlike all LDCs—in the global economy a matter of policy significance.
The quick liberalisation of international commerce and money flows has maintained the trend
of globalisation. Nigeria must have competitive macroeconomic and structural policies that are
aligned with trading partners’ economic management in order to attract the advantages of an open
economy and fully benefit from the globalisation and integration process. These factors are crucial
because it has been established that international specialisation, which is supported in part by
factor endowment, is what drives globalisation. They also influence how well domestic policies
compete internationally and how much markets are allowed to control the distribution of resources.

The paper examined the imperatives of globalisation in the areas of local content: how Nigeria
can maximise the positive aspects than negative, such as neo-colonialism. The study traced the
roots and the areas of local economy, sociocultural factors, and customs among others.

It was discovered that a number of factors, including Nigeria’s share of global trade, invest-
ment, and finance in terms of the total quantum of inward and outward flows of resources, can be
used to determine and measure the contribution of the Nigerian economy to the global economy and
the benefits accruing to the economy from Nigeria’s interactions with other countries. Addition-
ally, the competitive advantage of Nigeria in the global economy depends on what it has to offer.
In other words, effective demand for the resources from Nigeria will, in time, create employment
opportunities both within and beyond the borders of the country.

Based on this, the following are hereby recommended as ways to maximise the impact
of globalization:

— Power generation and vocational education should be two key priority areas in order to

reap the full benefits of globalisation within a fair amount of time.

— Through effective fiscal, monetary, and exchange-rate policies, African nations must give
top priority to enhancing competitiveness and consolidating macroeconomic stability.
Government involvement is crucial when developing macroeconomic education.

— Developing a comprehensive plan to increase agricultural commerce between the US
and Africa under AGOA, with the aim of bolstering infrastructure and communication
networks.
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— Using tax incentives in the US to promote value-added, job-generating American invest-
ment in Africa.

— Removing barriers to the Export-Import Bank, OPIC, and the US Trade and Development
Agency (TDA) in their lending, risk-covering, and feasibility-study activities in industries
like agriculture and agro-allied business, electronics, and textile and apparel, in AGOA-
-eligible SSA countries.

— Promoting collaboration between American and African ports and airports to increase
cargo and transportation links between the two continents through interactions between
technical staff from American and African ports, chambers of commerce, freight forward-
ers, customs brokers, and negotiations with shipping firms and airlines for direct flights.

— Providing technical support that helps African nations and their corporate sectors build the
capacity to take part in AGOA more actively. Specific training for African businesspeople
on increasing access to AGOA benefits, capacity building for African entrepreneurs on
production strategies, quality and standards, formalising cooperatives, conducting market
research and market development, and capacity building to support the diversification
of African products and value-added processing are all possible areas in which such
technical assistance could be provided.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Nigeria’s journey towards trade liberalization since 1986 has been met with for-
midable challenges, ranging from subdued demand and soaring production costs to inadequate
infrastructure and tough competition from international players in an increasingly globalized
market. These hurdles have stunted industrial progress, resulting in underutilized capacity and
soaring unemployment rates. To leverage the positive aspects of globalization, Nigeria needs to
prioritize competitive macroeconomic policies, infrastructure enhancement, and policy coherence.
The nation’s edge in the global arena lies in efficient power generation, vocational training, and
bolstering agricultural trade through initiatives like the African Growth and Opportunity Act
(AGOA). Collaboration between American and African ports, along with the removal of barriers
to lending and risk management activities, coupled with technical support for skill development,
is vital to maximizing Nigeria’s gains from globalization. By focusing efforts in these areas, Ni-
geria can position itself for optimal benefits from globalization, fostering sustainable economic
growth in the process.
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Stowa kluczowe Chrzescijanstwo prawostawne, Zjednoczone Krolestwo, migracja, tozsamo$¢ etniczna, wspotpraca pan-prawostawna,

Abstrakt

sekularyzm, wielokulturowos¢, duszpasterstwo cyfrowe, zaangazowanie miodziezy, dialog ekumeniczny, tozsamos¢
teologiczna, dynamika parafialna

Celem niniejszego artykutu jest przedstawienie uwarunkowan historycznych, zbadanie aktualnego stanu oraz ukazanie
przysztych kierunkow rozwoju Kosciota prawostawnego w Wielkiej Brytanii. W badaniach zastosowano metody analizy
historyczno-socjologicznej oraz techniki wywiadow jakosciowych, co umozliwito uchwycenie zarowno dtugofalowych
trendow demograficznych i organizacyjnych, jak i perspektywy konkretnych wspolnot prawostawnych. Przeprowadzona
analiza literatury przedmiotu, materialdw archiwalnych oraz danych zebranych od respondentow pozwolita na opisanie
czynnikow wptywajacych na dynamikg parafialna, zakres wspotpracy migdzy roznymi jurysdykcjami prawostawnymi
oraz skale wyzwan zwigzanych z sekularyzacja i zachowaniem etnicznego dziedzictwa.

Wyniki badan wykazaty, ze prawostawie w Wielkiej Brytanii ewoluowato glownie w wyniku fal migracji, co skutkowato
utrzymaniem silnych wiezi z Kosciotami macierzystymi. Jednoczesnie obserwowano narastajace napigcia pomiedzy
koniecznoscia zachowania tozsamosci kulturowej a potrzeba adaptacji do lokalnych realiow. Wiele parafii wprowadzato
elementy liturgii w jezyku angielskim oraz rozwijato duszpasterstwo skierowane do drugiego i trzeciego pokolenia
imigrantow. Zidentyfikowano ponadto trudnosci zwiazane z niedoborem duchowienistwa oraz zroznicowaniem podejécia
do kwestii etycznych i spotecznych. Mimo tych wyzwan, wzrosto zainteresowanie wspotpraca migdzyjurysdykeyjna,
co stwarzalo szans¢ na spojna reprezentacjg prawostawia w brytyjskiej przestrzeni publicznej. Autorzy wywnioskowali,
7e dalsze badania powinny koncentrowac si¢ na ewolucji postaw w miodszych pokoleniach oraz na dtugoterminowej
skutecznosci dziatan inkulturacyjnych w zsekularyzowanym srodowisku.

Contours of the Orthodox Church in the United Kingdom: Historical Roots, Contemporary
Dynamics, and Future Prospects

Keywords

Uniwersytet Szczecinski

Orthodox Christianity, United Kingdom, migration, ethnic identity, pan-Orthodox cooperation, secularism, multicultural-
ism, digital ministry, youth engagement, ecumenical dialogue, theological identity, parish dynamics
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Abstract The purpose of this article was to present the historical background, examine the current status, and outline future de-

velopmental pathways of the Orthodox Church in the United Kingdom. A combination of historical-sociological analysis
and qualitative interview techniques was employed to capture both the long-term demographic and organizational trends,
as well as the perspectives of specific Orthodox communities. The review of relevant literature, archival materials, and
collected respondent data made it possible to describe the factors influencing parish dynamics, the scope of cooperation
among various Orthodox jurisdictions, and the extent of challenges posed by secularization and the preservation of ethnic
heritage.
The findings show that Orthodoxy in Britain has evolved primarily through waves of migration, resulting in the maintenance
of strong ties to mother churches. Simultaneously, increasing tension has been observed between the need to preserve cultural
identity and the necessity to adapt to local contexts. Many parishes have introduced elements of the liturgy in English and
developed ministry programs aimed at second- and third-generation immigrants. Researchers also identified difficulties
related to clergy shortages and differing approaches to ethical and social issues. Despite these challenges, interest in pan-
Orthodox collaboration has risen, opening opportunities for a more coherent representation of Orthodoxy in the British
public sphere. The authors concluded that future research should focus on changing attitudes in younger generations and
the long-term effectiveness of inculturational efforts in a secularized environment.

Kontekstualizacja prawostawia w Wielkiej Brytanii

W ostatnich dekadach krajobraz religijny Wielkiej Brytanii ulega wyraznym przemianom. Wedlug
najnowszych dostgpnych danych spisowych (Anglia i Walia, 2021), opublikowanych przez Office
for National Statistics w 2022 roku, 46,2% mieszkancoéw zadeklarowato si¢ jako chrzescijanie.
Oznacza to wyrazny spadek w poréwnaniu z 2011 rokiem, gdy odsetek ten wynosit 59,3%. Row-
noczesnie wzrost odsetek osob deklarujacych brak religii —z 25,2% w 2011 roku do 37,2% w 2021
(ONS, 2022, s. 6-8). Cho¢ szczegdtowe dane dla Szkocji i Irlandii Potnocnej roznia sie w pewnym
stopniu, rowniez tam zaobserwowano tendencj¢ stopniowego spadku liczby oso6b identyfikujacych
si¢ z chrzescijanstwem i wzrostu deklaracji ,,bez religii”.

Zjawisko to odzwierciedla ogdlng tendencj¢ sekularyzacji oraz rozwoju form duchowosci
niezwigzanych z tradycyjnymi Ko$ciotami. Ma ono znaczacy wplyw na postrzeganie i funk-
cjonowanie wspolnot religijnych — w tym réwniez Kos$ciola prawostawnego — w coraz bardziej
zréznicowanym wyznaniowo i $wiatopogladowo spoleczenstwie brytyjskim.

Na tym tle Ko$ciot prawostawny, cho¢ stanowi stosunkowo niewielkg grupe wyznaniowa,
jest przyktadem wspolnoty o giebokich korzeniach historycznych i teologicznych, ktéra jednocze-
$nie podlega dynamicznym procesom rozwojowym. Tradycja liturgiczna i mistyczny charakter
prawostawia moga przyciaga¢ osoby poszukujace duchowosci, jednak wyzwaniem pozostaje, ze
wspolnoty prawostawne czesto funkcjonujag w ramach okreslonych grup etnicznych, co utrudnia
ich szersza integracje z miejscowym spoteczenstwem (Gill, 2020, s. 73-90).

Obecny rozwo6j Kosciota prawostawnego w Wielkiej Brytanii odbywa si¢ gtéwnie dzigki
statej imigracji z Europy Wschodniej, Bliskiego Wschodu i Afryki (Roudometof, 2019, s. 120-145).
To wiasnie naptyw nowych wiernych przyczynia si¢ do zaktadania i umacniania parafii greckich,
rosyjskich, rumunskich oraz antiochenskich. Wspolnoty te stajg jednak przed wieloma pytaniami,
w tym o sposob zachowania wlasnego dziedzictwa kulturowego i religijnego w wielokulturowym
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spoteczenstwie, a takze o integracj¢ drugiego i trzeciego pokolenia imigrantéw wychowanych juz
w brytyjskim konteks$cie kulturowym. Rozwazania te nabierajg szczegolnego znaczenia wobec
postepujacej sekularyzacji i rosnacej pluralizacji religijnej (Payne, 2011, s. 215-229).

Celem autora niniejszego artykutu jest przedstawienie uwarunkowan historycznych, ocena
aktualnego stanu oraz ukazanie potencjalnych kierunkéw rozwoju Kosciota prawostawnego
w Wielkiej Brytanii. W ramach tej ogélnej perspektywy artykul dostarcza kompleksowego,
a zarazem przyst¢pnego obrazu roli i miejsca prawostawia w Zjednoczonym Kroélestwie. Cel ten
podzielono na nast¢pujace zadania badawcze:

1. Ukazanie historycznej ewolucji Kosciota prawostawnego w Wielkiej Brytanii —analiza, jak
przez lata ksztaltowata si¢ obecno$¢ prawostawia na Wyspach, ze szczegdlnym uwzgled-
nieniem migracji i procesow adaptacyjnych.

2. Ocena biezacych realiéw funkcjonowania wspdlnot — rozpoznanie wyzwan kulturowych,
demograficznych i finansowych, ktore wplywaja na codzienne zycie parafii.

3. Eksploracja potencjalnych kierunkéw rozwoju — wskazanie mozliwych modeli tacze-
nia zachowania dziedzictwa teologicznego i liturgicznego z wymogami wspotczesnego,
swieckiego spoteczenstwa.

Uzupelnieniem wyzej wymienionych celow jest rozwazenie dodatkowych pytan, ktore wynikaja
z dynamiki imigracyjnej i etnicznej Kosciota prawostawnego w Wielkiej Brytanii:

1. W jaki sposob wspolnoty imigrantow moga zachowac swoje tradycje kulturowe i religijne,
rownoczesnie odnajdujac si¢ w rzeczywistosci wspotczesnej Wielkiej Brytanii?

2. Jak parafie moga zaangazowac czlonkow drugiego i trzeciego pokolenia, ktorzy sa bardziej
zanurzeni w kulturze lokalnej niz w tradycjach przodkow?

Powyzsze kwestie wpisuja si¢ w szerszy kontekst badan nad migracja, adaptacja spoteczng oraz
rola religii w zsekularyzowanym spoleczenstwie.

Rozwazania metodologiczne

Metodologicznie niniejszy artykut odwotuje si¢ do podejscia interdyscyplinarnego, taczacego
historig, socjologi¢ religii oraz teologi¢. Analiza poczatkéw obecnosci prawostawia w Wielkiej
Brytanii oparta jest na materiatach historycznych i literaturze przedmiotu (m.in. monografiach,
artykutach naukowych), ktore pozwalajg przesledzi¢ rozwoj wspolnot od wezesnych kontaktow az
po czasy wspolczesne (Ware, 1997, s. 45-68). Wykorzystane dane socjologiczne — takie jak staty-
styki spisowe, liczebnos¢ parafii i wywiady jako$ciowe —umozliwiajg zrozumienie wspotczesnych
praktyk religijnych oraz zmian demograficznych (ONS, 2022, s. 7-8). Badania teologiczne z kolei
poglebiaja analiz¢ ewolucji liturgii i doktryn w kontek$cie zachodnioeuropejskim, obejmujac
m.in. adaptacj¢ jezyka angielskiego w nabozenstwach oraz dostosowanie opieki duszpasterskiej
do realiow lokalnych (Gill, 2020, s. 73-90).

Niniejszy artykut ma charakter przegladowy. Podstawowymi zrédtami s3 naukowe analizy
wspolczesnego krajobrazu religijnego w Wielkiej Brytanii, badania dotyczace diaspor prawo-
stawnych oraz prace pordwnawcze, w ktorych analizowane jest funkcjonowanie prawostawia
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w roznych kontekstach zachodnich. Potaczenie danych empirycznych z interpretacja teologiczna
pozwala ukaza¢, w jaki sposob Kosciot prawostawny zachowuje wiasng tozsamos¢, jednoczesnie
angazujac si¢ w dynamicznie zmieniajgce si¢ otoczenie.

W $wietle zgromadzonych materialow i podejscia interdyscyplinarnego, teza niniejszego
artykutu brzmi — w zmieniajacym si¢, wielokulturowym i coraz bardziej zsekularyzowanym krajo-
brazie Zjednoczonego Krolestwa Kosciol prawostawny zyskuje na znaczeniu dzigki wypracowaniu
réwnowagi migdzy zachowaniem starozytnych form liturgicznych a adaptacja do wspotczesnych
realiéw, co przektada si¢ na ksztattowanie nowej tozsamosci wiernych oraz na pozycj¢ Kosciota
w brytyjskiej przestrzeni religijnej. Celem artykutu jest zatem przedstawienie cato§ciowego obrazu
miejsca i roli Ko$ciola prawostawnego w Wielkiej Brytanii. Poprzez zintegrowanie perspektyw
historycznych, socjologicznych i teologicznych pokazano, jak prawostawie ksztattuje i samo jest
ksztaltowane przez zréznicowany, ewoluujacy krajobraz religijny tego kraju — co zarazem stanowi
przyczynek do szerszych rozwazan nad wiarg, tozsamos$cia i wspolnota w XXI wieku.

Artykut dzieli si¢ na nastepujace sekcje:

1. Przeglad historyczny — zwigzty opis kluczowych okresow w ksztattowaniu i rozwoju

wspolnot prawostawnych, od wezesnych kontaktow po czasy wspotczesne.

2. Obecny krajobraz — demografia i jurysdykcje — analiza aktualnych danych demograficz-

nych oraz omoéwienie réoznorodnych kanonicznych jednostek prawostawnych dziatajacych
w Wielkiej Brytanii.

3. Tozsamo$c¢ teologiczna i liturgiczna — dyskusja na temat podstawowych doktryn, uzywa-

nych jezykow liturgicznych oraz wplywu brytyjskiego kontekstu na tradycje prawostawna.

4. Wspolczesne wyzwania — rozwazania nad wptywem sekularyzacji, napi¢¢ mi¢dzy tozsa-

moscig etniczng a lokalna, zagadnien zwigzanych z przywodztwem oraz kwestii etycznych.

5. Przyszte perspektywy i pojawiajace si¢ trendy — refleksja nad potencjatem Kos$ciola

w zakresie jednosci, misji, dziatan cyfrowych i angazowania mtodziezy w zmieniajacym
si¢ spoleczenstwie.

6. Podsumowanie — synteza gltéwnych wnioskdw, odniesienie do pytan badawczych oraz

sugestie dotyczace dalszych kierunkéow badan.

Przeglad historyczny

Sledzenie ewolucji Ko$ciota prawostawnego w Zjednoczonym Krolestwie wymaga zrozumienia
jego gleboko zakorzenionych korzeni historycznych, ktore siggaja sporadycznych kontaktow
w epoce $redniowiecza oraz dalszego rozwoju w wyniku fal migracji i zmian w strukturach
koscielnych. W tej czesci przedstawiono przeglad czterech kluczowych okresow: wezesnych
kontaktow i relacji przednowoczesnych, powstawania wspolnot w XIX i na poczatku XX wieku,
migracji powojennych oraz rozwoju od konca XX wieku do teraz. Taki podziat tworzy historyczny
szkielet pozwalajacy zrozumie¢ wspodtczesng obecnosé prawostawia w Wielkiej Brytanii.
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Wczesne kontakty i relacje przednowoczesne

Chociaz zorganizowane wspoélnoty prawostawne w Wielkiej Brytanii zaczety ksztattowac sie
dopiero w XIX wieku, istnieja zrédtowe Swiadectwa wczesniejszych kontaktow religijnych,
kulturowych i dyplomatycznych migdzy Wyspami Brytyjskimi a obszarami pozostajacymi pod
wplywami tradycji wschodniego chrzescijanstwa. Juz w okresie sredniowiecza podrdznicy,
pielgrzymi oraz duchowni, podrézujacy miedzy Wyspami Brytyjskimi a regionami Bizancjum,
okazjonalnie utatwiali transfer idei religijnych i kulturowych (Ware, 1997, s. 45-52; Gregory,
1956, s. 22-23). W wyniku tych sporadycznych relacji w zachodnim chrzescijanstwie pojawiaty
si¢ elementy bizantyjskiej mysli teologicznej, ikonografii i zwyczajow liturgicznych.

W niektorych przypadkach przedstawiciele duchowienstwa z Cesarstwa Bizantyjskiego lub
innych terytoriow prawostawnych odwiedzali Anglie¢, tworzac wprawdzie ograniczone, lecz wazne
wiezi miedzy wschodnim a zachodnim chrzescijanstwem (Smith, 1985, s. 12—14). Niektore wspol-
noty monastyczne dzielily si¢ wowczas tekstami duchowymi i relikwiami, subtelnie wptywajac
na praktyki religijne w wybranych osrodkach zakonnych (Payne, 2011, s. 216-219; Brown, 2010,
s. 101-105). Mimo ze te kontakty nie zaowocowaty utworzeniem trwatych struktur prawostawnych
na ziemiach brytyjskich, stanowity one zalazek pozniejszej wymiany kulturowej i eklezjalne;.

W okresie wezesnonowozytnym obserwuje si¢ wzrost liczby kontaktow miedzy Wyspami
Brytyjskimi a krajami o tradycji prawostawnej, co wynikato zaréwno z rozwoju szlakéw handlo-
wych, jak i dyplomatycznych relacji krolewskich. Wzrosta takze wymiana intelektualna w postaci
korespondencji naukowej, w ktorej uczestniczyli teologowie, uczeni oraz przedstawicicle dworow
krolewskich (Fitzgerald, 1967, s. 33-35). Warto jednocze$nie pamigtaé, ze kwestie polityczne
i doktrynalne — zwlaszcza uwydatnione w dobie reformacji — nadal rozdzielaty Koscioty wschodnie
i zachodnie, co utrudniato zacie$nianie wigzi (Roudometof, 2019, s. 121-125). Te wczesne kontakty
zaowocowaly jednak wzrostem $wiadomosci dotyczacej prawostawia wérdd brytyjskich elit inte-
lektualnych i arystokratycznych, ktore w trakcie podrozy zagranicznych poznawaty liturgiczng
tradycje wschodniego chrzescijanstwa.

Odnoszac si¢ do pierwszych formalnych struktur, historycy szacuja, ze do potowy XIX wie-
ku w Londynie oraz w kilku innych miastach (takich jak Manchester czy Liverpool) stopniowo
formowaty si¢ niewielkie, lecz aktywne spotecznosci prawostawne, gtoéwnie greckie i rosyjskie
(Kitromilides, 2009, s. 34-36). Wedtug danych archiwalnych z lat 70. XIX wieku, liczba wiernych
prawostawnych w Anglii i Walii oscylowata wokot 57 tys., a sam Londyn byt siedziba kilku kaplic
i kosciotow obstugiwanych przez duchownych przybywajacych z Grecji, Rosji i Batkanéw (Docu-
ments Relating, 1875, s. 78—81). Ten rozw¢j znalazt swoja kulminacje w budowie kolejnych §wiatyn
pod koniec XIX wieku oraz w pierwszych dekadach XX wieku, co stanowito punkt wyjscia do
dalszej ekspansji i konsolidacji prawostawia na Wyspach Brytyjskich (Robinson, 1902, s. 50-55).

Migracje powojenne

Po II wojnie $wiatowej obecnos¢ prawostawia w Wielkiej Brytanii znacznie si¢ rozszerzyla,
gléwnie za sprawg migracji z regiondw dotknietych wojna. Jedng z kluczowych grup stanowili
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greccy uchodzcy cypryjscy, ktorzy przybyli w wyniku spotecznych i politycznych wstrzaséw na
Cyprze, zwlaszcza w latach 50. 1 60. XX wieku (Ware, 1997, s. 59-61). Osiedlajac si¢ gtdwnie
w Londynie i innych wigkszych miastach, nowo przybyli znaczaco zwigkszyli liczebnos$¢ parafii
i przyczynili si¢ do zaktadania nowych cerkwi oraz centrow spolecznych.

Wedlug danych brytyjskiego spisu powszechnego z 2011 roku liczba prawostawnych chrze-
Scijan w Wielkiej Brytanii wynosita okoto 460 tys., co stanowito 0,8% populacji kraju (Office for
National Statistics, 2011). Wzrost ten byl znaczacy w poréwnaniu z wezesniejszymi dekadami,
poniewaz w 2001 roku liczba ta wynosita okoto 220 tys. W Londynie, ktory stat si¢ glownym
osrodkiem greckiej diaspory, mieszkato w 2011 roku okoto 215 tys. Grekow i Grekéw Cypryj-
skich, z czego zdecydowana wigkszos¢ identyfikowata si¢ z Kosciotem prawostawnym (Trivizas,
2014, s. 87).

Pod wzgledem narodowo$ciowym, najwicksza grupe prawostawnych w Wielkiej Brytanii
stanowig Grecy i Grecy Cypryjscy, ktorych liczba w 2011 roku wynosita okoto 280 tys. Druga co
do wielkos$ci spoteczno$¢ stanowili Rumuni, ktorych liczba wynosita okoto 170 tys., co oznacza
znaczacy wzrost z poziomu okoto 12 tys. w 2001 roku (ONS, 2011). Rosjanie stanowili grupe
liczaca okoto 50 tys. 0sob, Serbowie okoto 25 tys., Bulgarzy 20 tys., a Ukraincy 18 tys. Powazna
cz¢$¢ stanowili rowniez Gruzini, Arabowie prawostawni, Etiopczycy i Erytrejczycy, ktorych
faczna liczba wynosita okoto 30 tys. (Rusu, 2020).

Po rozszerzeniu Unii Europejskiej w 2004 roku liczba imigrantow z krajow Europy Wschod-
niej gwattownie wzrosta. Szczegdlnie dynamiczny byt wzrost spotecznosci rumunskiej. W 2019
roku liczba obywateli Rumunii w Wielkiej Brytanii przekroczyta 430 tys., a szacuje sig, ze ponad
50% z nich to wierni Rumunskiego Kosciota Prawostawnego (ONS, 2020).

Wzrost liczby prawostawnych wiernych skutkowat powstawaniem nowych parafii i $wigtyn.
W latach 50. XX wieku na terenie Wielkiej Brytanii dzialalo okolo 15 cerkwi prawostawnych.
Do lat 90. XX wieku liczba ta wzrosta do ponad 100, a obecnie (2024) liczba prawostawnych
$wiatyn i kaplic wynosi ponad 300 (Williams, 2023, s. 112). Najwigksza grupe¢ stanowig cerkwie
nalezace do Greckiego Kosciota Prawostawnego pod jurysdykcja Patriarchatu Konstantynopoli-
tanskiego, ktorych jest okoto 120. Druga pod wzgledem wielkosci grupa sa parafie Rumunskiego
Kosciota Prawostawnego, ktorych liczba wynosi 35. Rosyjski Ko$ciot Prawostawny, obejmujacy
zaréwno parafie Patriarchatu Moskiewskiego, jak i Rosyjskiego Kosciola Prawostawnego poza
granicami Rosji (ROCOR), ma 40 cerkwi. Serbski Ko$ciot Prawostawny to 15 cerkwi, Butgarski
Kosciot Prawostawny — 10, a Patriarchat Antiochenski, obejmujacy arabskojezyczna spotecznosé
prawostawng ma 8 cerkwi. Ukrainski Ko$ciot Prawostawny zarzadza 12 parafiami, natomiast
inne jurysdykcje obejmuja ponad 50 kaplic i mniejszych wspolnot (Woodhouse, 2022, s. 145).

Najwie¢cej parafii prawostawnych znajduje si¢ w Londynie, gdzie funkcjonuje obecnie ponad
30 $wiatyn. Do najwazniejszych naleza Katedra $w. Zofii w Londynie, bedaca gtéwnym osrodkiem
greckiego prawostawia w Wielkiej Brytanii oraz Katedra Wszystkich Swictych w Londynie, nale-
zgca do Patriarchatu Moskiewskiego. W Birmingham znajduje si¢ Cerkiew $w. Andrzeja, nalezaca
do Rumunskiego Kosciota Prawostawnego, a w Manchesterze dziata Cerkiew §w. Mikotaja, bedaca
najwazniejszym osrodkiem Serbskiego Kosciota Prawostawnego w Wielkiej Brytanii. Waznym
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centrum arabskiej spolecznosci prawostawnej jest Katedra §w. Jerzego w Londynie, nalezaca do
Patriarchatu Antiochenskiego (Harris, 2019, s. 72).

Wraz z rozwojem spotecznosci prawostawnej powstaty liczne instytucje edukacyjne i kultu-
ralne. Grecka spotecznos$¢ prawostawna prowadzi obecnie ponad 90 szkot sobotnich, w ktorych
nauczany jest jezyk grecki oraz katecheza prawostawna (Papadopoulos, 2021, s. 33). Rumunska
diaspora ma okoto 30 szkoét parafialnych, ktore odgrywaja kluczowa role w podtrzymywaniu
tradycji narodowych i religijnych. Istnieja rowniez prawostawne instytucje teologiczne, w tym
Seminarium Prawostawne $w. Jana Chrzciciela w Essex, bedace jednym z glownych osrodkoéw
ksztalcenia duchowienstwa prawostawnego w Wielkiej Brytanii (Smith, 2020, s. 98). Wspdlnoty
prawostawne prowadza takze liczne organizacje charytatywne, takie jak Apostoli, ktore zajmuja
si¢ pomocg imigrantom i osobom w trudnej sytuacji ekonomicznej (Jones, 2022, s. 41).

Ekspansja prawostawia w Wielkiej Brytanii po II wojnie §wiatowej wynikata z kilku fal
migracyjnych — poczawszy od greckich uchodzcow cypryjskich w potowie XX wieku, po wspot-
czesne migracje z Europy Wschodniej. Wzrost liczby wiernych przetozyt si¢ na rozwoj parafii,
instytucji edukacyjnych i kulturalnych, a prawostawie stalo si¢ jedng z najwazniejszych tradycji
chrzesécijanskich w Wielkiej Brytanii. Wspolczesnie spoteczno$é prawostawna liczy ponad 600
tys. 0sob, co stanowi okoto 1% populacji Wielkiej Brytanii (ONS, 2021).

Kanoniczne jurysdykcje

Krajobraz prawostawia w Wielkiej Brytanii charakteryzuje si¢ obecnoscia wielu cial koscielnych,
z ktorych kazde podlega odpowiedniemu Kos$ciotlowi macierzystemu. W wyniku migracji oraz
historycznych uwarunkowan prawostawie w tym kraju nie jest jednolita struktura, lecz mozaika
jurysdykeji narodowych i etnicznych, funkcjonujacych rownolegle na tym samym obszarze.

Najwickszg i najstarszg jurysdykcja pozostaje Grecka Archidiecezja Prawostawna Thyateiry
i Wielkiej Brytanii, podlegajaca Patriarchatowi Konstantynopolitanskiemu. Jest ona historycznie
zwigzana ze spotecznos$ciami greckoj¢zycznymi, jednak w odpowiedzi na zmieniajacg si¢ strukture
demograficzng coraz czgsciej oferuje nabozenstwa w jezyku angielskim oraz innych jezykach,
dostosowujac si¢ do nowej generacji wiernych i konwertytéw (Greek Orthodox, 2020, s. 12—14).
Wedtug danych z 2023 roku archidiecezja ta administruje ponad 120 parafiami i kaplicami na
terenie Wielkiej Brytanii, z najwigksza ich koncentracja si¢ w Londynie oraz potudniowej Anglii.
W same;j stolicy dziata ponad 30 $wiatyn greckoprawostawnych, z ktérych najwazniejsza pozostaje
Katedra $w. Zofii w Londynie, stanowigca centrum duchowe i kulturowe spotecznosci greckiej
w Wielkiej Brytanii (Harris, 2019, s. 85).

Druga co do wielko$ci jurysdykcja jest Rosyjska Diecezja Prawostawna Sourozh, podlegajaca
Patriarchatowi Moskiewskiemu, ktora obstuguje zarowno wiernych rosyjskojezycznych, jak i ro-
snacg liczbe konwertytow anglojezycznych (Ware, 1997, s. 59—63). Diecezja ta liczy obecnie okoto
40 parafii i kaplic, z gtéwng $wiatynia — Katedra Wszystkich Swietych w Londynie. W ostatnich
latach odnotowano wzrost liczby wiernych, cz¢sciowo w wyniku migracji z krajow bytego Zwiazku
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Radzieckiego, a cz¢sciowo dzigki zainteresowaniu prawostawiem wsrod rdzennych Brytyjczykow
(Woodhouse, 2022, s. 155).

Wazna rolg odgrywa réwniez Antiochenski Prawostawny Dziekanat, ktory historycznie
koncentrowat si¢ na wspolnotach arabskoje¢zycznych, gtéwnie imigrantach z Syrii, Libanu i Pale-
styny. Wspolnota ta, liczaca obecnie okoto 8 tys. wiernych, coraz czg¢sciej otwiera si¢ na szersze
grupy demograficzne i oferuje nabozenstwa w jezyku angielskim (Roudometof, 2019, s. 135—138).
Glowna katedra tego patriarchatu — Katedra $w. Jerzego w Londynie, stanowi centrum duchowe
dla tej spolecznosci.

Rumunska Metropolia Prawostawna Europy Zachodniej i Potudniowej stata si¢ jedng z naj-
szybciej rozwijajacych sie jurysdykeji w Wielkiej Brytanii, szczegolnie po przystapieniu Rumunii
do Unii Europejskiej w 2007 roku. Obecnie obejmuje ponad 35 parafii, co stanowi znaczacy wzrost
w poréwnaniu z zaledwie kilkoma wspdlnotami sprzed 2000 roku (Rusu, 2020). Najwigksza
$wiatynig rumunska jest Cerkiew $w. Andrzeja w Birmingham, obstugujaca jeden z najwigkszych
skupisk Rumunéw w kraju. Liczbg prawostawnych Rumunow w Wielkiej Brytanii szacuje si¢ na
230 tys. 0sob, co sprawia, ze jest to druga co do wielkos$ci grupa narodowa w obrebie prawostawia
na Wyspach Brytyjskich (ONS, 2023).

Parafie serbskie, butgarskie i inne mniejsze jurysdykcje rowniez funkcjonuja w roznych
czesciach Wielkiej Brytanii. Serbski Kosciot Prawostawny ma obecnie 15 parafii, z glowna §wig-
tynig — Cerkwia §w. Lazarza w Birmingham, bedaca centrum zycia religijnego serbskiej diaspory.
Liczba wiernych tej jurysdykcji wynosi okoto 27 tys. (Williams, 2023, s. 119). Bulgarski Ko$ciot
Prawoslawny administruje 10 parafiami, z czego najwigksza znajduje si¢ w Londynie. Ukrainski
Kosciot Prawostawny ma 12 parafii, a liczba jego wiernych wzrosta po 2022 roku z powodu na-
pltywu uchodzcoéw wojennych (Payne, 2021, s. 228).

Na tle innych wspolnot prawostawnych w Wielkiej Brytanii, Polski Autokefaliczny Ko$ciot
Prawostawny nie ma zadnej oficjalnej placowki. Cho¢ w przeszlosci polscy emigranci podejmowali
proby organizacji duszpasterstwa prawostawnego w swoim jezyku, nie powstata zadna formalna
parafia zwigzana z Polskim Ko$ciotem Prawostawnym. Wierni pochodzenia polskiego, wyznajacy
prawostawie, uczestnicza gtdwnie w nabozenstwach odprawianych w §wiatyniach nalezacych do
innych jurysdykcji, w szczegolnosci w parafiach Patriarchatu Konstantynopolitanskiego, Rosyj-
skiego Kosciota Prawostawnego oraz Rumunskiego Kosciota Prawostawnego (Payne, 2011, s. 227).

Liczba Polakow identyfikujacych si¢ z prawostawiem w Wielkiej Brytanii jest stosunkowo
niewielka w poréwnaniu z innymi grupami wyznaniowymi. Wedtug danych z 2021 roku sza-
cuje si¢, ze w Wielkiej Brytanii mieszka okoto 8—10 tys. Polakow wyznania prawostawnego, co
stanowi jedynie niewielki procent w porownaniu z liczebno$cia innych grup prawostawnych,
takich jak Grecy (280 tys.) czy Rumuni (230 tys.) (ONS, 2023). W wigkszosci przypadkéw pol-
scy prawostawni sg zwigzani z tradycja wschodniostowianska i uczestnicza w zyciu religijnym
parafii rosyjskich lub ukrainskich, gdzie jezyk cerkiewnostowianski jest powszechnie uzywany
w liturgii (Williams, 2023, s. 125).

Brak struktur Polskiego Autokefalicznego Kos$ciota Prawostawnego w Wielkiej Brytanii
sprawia, ze wierni nie maja wlasnych instytucji duszpasterskich. W przesztosci zdarzalo sig, ze

38 Acta Politica Polonica



Prawostawie w Zjednoczonym Krolestwie - dziedzictwo historyczne, wyzwania wspotczesnosci i kierunki rozwoju

polscy duchowni odwiedzali Wielka Brytani¢ w celu odprawienia liturgii dla swoich wiernych,
jednak nie doprowadzito to do powstania statych struktur koscielnych. Wierni ci korzystaja gtownie
z cerkwi rosyjskich, ukrainskich lub greckich, gdzie czegsto funkcjonujg nieformalne wspolnoty
polskojezyczne (Roudometof, 2019, s. 140).

Chociaz naktadanie si¢ jurysdykcji moze czasem powodowaé ztozonosci administracyjne,
struktury te pomagaja utrzymac liturgiczne i duszpasterskie wi¢zi kazdej wspdlnoty z jej Koscio-
fem macierzystym. W praktyce oznacza to, ze w jednym miescie moga funkcjonowaé cerkwie
nalezace do r6znych patriarchatéw, co pozwala wiernym uczestniczy¢ w liturgiach odprawianych
w ich ojczystym jezyku oraz zgodnie z ich tradycjami narodowymi (Payne, 2011, s. 224-225).

Wozrost liczby prawostawnych wiernych oraz rosnaca liczba parafii sprawiaja, ze prawosta-
wie w Wielkiej Brytanii nabiera coraz wigkszego znaczenia. Cho¢ spotecznos¢ ta nadal stanowi
niewielka cze$¢ populacji chrze$cijanskiej w kraju, jej dynamiczny rozwdj, wspierany przez mi-
gracj¢ oraz dziatalno$¢ misyjna, przyczynia si¢ do ksztaltowania nowego krajobrazu religijnego
Wielkiej Brytanii.

Tozsamos¢ teologiczna i liturgiczna

Ze wzgledu na globalny charakter prawostawia, nabozenstwa w Wielkiej Brytanii sa odprawiane
w roznych jezykach — m.in. greckim, cerkiewnostowianskim, rumunskim, arabskim, a coraz
czesciej rowniez angielskim (Roudometof, 2019, s. 141-143). Parafie wywodzace si¢ z tradycji
greckiej czy rosyjskiej czesto uzywaja swoich historycznych jezykow liturgicznych, jednak wiele
z nich stopniowo wprowadza elementy w jezyku angielskim, zwtaszcza przy czytaniach biblij-
nych, homiliach czy niektorych cze$ciach Liturgii (Ware, 1997, s. 78—80; Louth, 2007, s. 55-57).

Praktyka ta ma stuzy¢ zarowno utrzymaniu tradycyjnej tozsamosci wiary, jak i utatwieniu
udziatu w nabozenstwach mtodszemu pokoleniu oraz osobom nieznajacym jezykow macierzy-
stych (Payne, 2011, s. 224-225). Jednocze$nie pojawiaja si¢ gltosy obaw, ze nadmierne odejscie
od jezykéw tradycyjnych moze prowadzi¢ do utraty kulturowego dziedzictwa oraz ostabienia
wiezi z macierzystymi Kosciotami (Meyendorff, 1979, s. 50—51; Roudometof, 2019, s. 144—145).
Inni z kolei argumentuja, ze szersze uzycie jezyka angielskiego wspiera ewangelizacje i poglebia
integracj¢ z brytyjskim spoteczenstwem (Gill, 2020, s. 88; Ware, 1997, s. 81-82). W praktyce
wiele parafii wybiera droge kompromisu, sukcesywnie integrujgc elementy jezyka angielskiego,
przy jednoczesnym zachowaniu wybranych czeéci Liturgii czy hymnow w jezykach tradycyjnych
(Roudometof, 2019, s. 144—145).

Tradycje duchowe i kulturowe

Teologia prawostawna jest $cisle zwigzana z bogatymi wyrazami duchowymi i kulturowymi,
takimi jak ikony, postrzegane jako ,,okna ku Boskosci” (Ware, 1997, s. 80—82; Staniloae, 1980,
s. 37-39). Ikony zajmuja centralne miejsce w $wiatyniach i domach wiernych, przypominajac
o Wcieleniu Chrystusa oraz o wspolnocie §wigtych towarzyszacych wierzacym w ich drodze du-
chowej (Louth, 2007, s. 60—62). Muzyka sakralna, w tym bizantyjski §piew oraz inne regionalne
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formy muzyki koscielnej, ksztattuje atmosferg nabozenstw, podkreslajac mistyczny wymiar liturgii
i pogtebiajac wspdlnotowe doswiadczenie modlitewne (GOA, 2020, s. 26).

W roku liturgicznym najwicksze znaczenie ma Pascha (Wielkanoc), obchodzona przy uro-
czystych nabozenstwach rezurekcyjnych o pétnocy i radosnym zakonczeniu postu wielkopostnego
(Gill, 2020, s. 89-90; Lossky, 1976, s. 115-116). Inne gtéwne Swigta, takie jak Boze Narodzenie,
Teofania (Objawienie Panskie) czy Zasnigcie Bogurodzicy, Iacza w sobie elementy zaréwno litur-
giczne, jak 1 zwyczaje kulturowe (Gill, 2020, s. 89-90). W Wielkiej Brytanii obchody te bywaja
wzbogacane o lokalne adaptacje, np. dostosowanie ceremonii btogostawienstwa wod podczas
Teofanii do warunkéw pogodowych oraz dostepnej infrastruktury (Payne, 2011, s. 226-227).

Wptyw brytyjskiego kontekstu na praktyki

Parafie prawostawne w Zjednoczonym Krolestwie czesto modyfikujg harmonogramy nabozenstw
i aktywnosci wspolnotowych, aby wyjs¢ naprzeciw potrzebom wiernych o zréznicowanych sty-
lach zycia (Roudometof, 2019, s. 145—147). Nabozenstwa wieczorne w dni robocze lub soboty sa
alternatywa dla osob pracujacych w systemie zmianowym badz w weekendy (Gill, 2020, s. 92-93;
Meyendorff, 1979, s. 53-55). Dodatkowo organizacja wspdlnych obchodow §wigt pan-prawo-
stawnych sprzyja integracji sasiadujacych ze soba parafii i podkresla jedno$¢ w réznorodnosci
(Roudometof, 2019, s. 145-147).

Waznym elementem obecno$ci prawostawia w brytyjskim kontekscie sg takze otwarte wyda-
rzenia, takie jak festiwale, koncerty muzyki sakralnej czy wystawy ikon (GOA, 2020, s. 27-28).
Umozliwia to parafiom dzielenie si¢ dziedzictwem prawostawnym z lokalnymi spotecznosciami
i wpisuje si¢ w proces ,,mickkiej ewangelizacji” (Staniloae, 1980, s. 42—43). Wspolnoty czesto
angazuja si¢ tez w lokalne dziatania charytatywne, taczac tradycyjne nauczanie o mitosierdziu
z potrzebami brytyjskiej rzeczywistosci spotecznej (Gill, 2020, s. 92-93).

Te réznorodne adaptacje stanowia przejaw inkulturacji — procesu, w ktérym prawostawni
wierni w Wielkiej Brytanii staraja si¢ zachowac zasadnicze elementy teologii, liturgii i duchowosci,
jednoczesnie dostosowujac je do kontekstu kulturowego (Meyendorff, 1979, s. 56—58). Napigcie
migdzy wierno$cig tradycji a otwarto$cia na lokalne warunki jest statym tematem dyskusji w pa-
rafiach diaspory, ktore chca przekazac petnig¢ prawostawia kolejnym pokoleniom, nie tracac przy
tym wypracowanego przez wieki dziedzictwa (Ware, 1997, s. 83—-85).

Ostatecznie tozsamos$¢ teologiczna i liturgiczna prawostawia w Wielkiej Brytanii ukazuje
zarazem ciaglos$¢ z dziedzictwem starozytnego Kosciota i elastycznos¢ w odniesieniu do wspot-
czesnych warunkéw (Louth, 2007, s. 63—65). Ta podwdjna dynamika — zachowanie i adaptacja
—ksztattuje wszystko, poczawszy od wyboru jezykéw liturgicznych i stylow muzyki sakralnej, po
ikonografi¢ i celebracje $wiateczne, tworzac sakralng tkaning prawostawia na brytyjskiej ziemi
(Roudometof, 2019, s. 147).
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Wspotczesne wyzwania

Wspdlnoty prawostawne w Zjednoczonym Krolestwie stajg przed wieloma wspotczesnymi wyzwa-
niami, ktore wpltywaja na ich rozwoj i trwatos$¢. Naleza do nich szeroko zakrojone trendy spotecz-
ne, takie jak sekularyzacja, utrzymujace si¢ napi¢cia mi¢dzy modelami etnicznymi a lokalnymi
Kosciotami, praktyczne problemy zwigzane z niedoborem duchowienstwa i presja finansowa,
a takze kwestie etyczne dotyczace zycia rodzinnego i zaangazowania spotecznego (Gill, 2020,
s. 94-95; Angold, 1995, s. 105; Clapsis, 2003, s. 19). W tej czesci artykutu przeanalizowano kazdy
z tych obszardéw, ukazujac, w jaki sposob ksztattuja one terazniejszosc¢ i przyszto$¢ prawostawia
w Wielkiej Brytanii.

Sekularyzacja i postawy spoteczne

Jednym z kluczowych wyzwan, przed ktérymi stoi prawostawie w Wielkiej Brytanii, jest rosna-
ca sekularyzacja oraz malejaca rola religii instytucjonalnej (Gill, 2020, s. 94-95; Louth, 2007,
s. 66—68; Clapsis, 2003, s. 20). Zjawisko to widoczne jest zwtaszcza wsrod przedstawicieli mtod-
szych pokolen, z ktérych coraz wigcej oséb identyfikuje si¢ jako ,,bez religii” (ONS, ONS, 2022,
s. 6—7). W konsekwencji uczestnictwo w formalnych praktykach religijnych bywa postrzegane
jako mniej wazny element zycia spotecznego (Meyendorff, 1979, s. 60—62). W tym kontekscie
parafie prawoslawne stajg przed koniecznoscia opracowania strategii pastoralnych i kateche-
tycznych, ktore uwzgledniaja potrzeby i realia mtodych wiernych (Ware, 1997, s. 83—85; Angold,
1995, s. 106). Dodatkowym utrudnieniem jest polityka edukacyjna w zakresie religii, cho¢ czg$é
szkot prezentuje wieloreligijne ujecie, prawostawie otrzymuje czgsto marginalng uwage (Payne,
2011, s. 228-229; Bogdan, 2022, s. 27). Uczniowie moga wigc nie pozna¢ bogactwa teologii pra-
wostawnej czy jej znaczenia kulturowego (Meyendorff, 1979, s. 63—64). Aby uzupetnic te braki,
parafie organizujg szkoly niedzielne, grupy mtodziezowe i wydarzenia wspdlnotowe (GOA, 2020,
s. 30; Timko, 2021, s. 53).

Rownowaga miedzy modelem etnicznym a lokalnym Kosciotem

Wiele parafii prawostawnych w Wielkiej Brytanii tworzyto si¢ wokot spotecznosci imigrantow,
kultywujac jezyk i obyczaje kraju pochodzenia (Roudometof, 2019, s. 148—151; Staniloae, 1980,
s. 42—43). W miarg rozwoju wspolnot oraz wzrostu znaczenia drugiego i trzeciego pokolenia rodzi-
mych Brytyjczykdéw wyznajacych prawostawie, pojawiaja si¢ jednak napigcia migdzy pragnieniem
zachowania dziedzictwa etnicznego a potrzebg integracji z lokalng spotecznoscia (Louth, 2007,
s. 69-70; Clapsis, 2003, s. 22).

Parafie, w ktorych nabozenstwa prowadzone sa wytacznie w jezykach takich jak grecki czy
cerkiewnostowianski, moga wykluczac osoby nieznajace tych jezykoéw oraz konwertytow (Payne,
2011, s. 229; Timko, 2021, s. 54). Coraz wigcej wspolnot dgzy wiec do coraz szerszego wykorzy-
stania jezyka angielskiego, rozwoju dialogu ekumenicznego i organizowania otwartych wydarzen
spotecznych (Ware, 1997, s. 86; Bogdan, 2022, s. 28). Zdaniem krytykow, takie adaptacje moga
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jednak prowadzi¢ do utraty specyficznych, etnicznych elementéw tradycji, stanowigcych wazny
czynnik tozsamosci (Gill, 2020, s. 96; Roudometof, 2019, s. 152—153). W rezultacie rownowaga
migdzy ,.etnicznoscia a lokalno$cig” pozostaje zywym wyzwaniem w codziennym zyciu wielu
parafii (Meyendorff, 1979, s. 64—65).

Przywddztwo, niedobér duchowienstwa i presja finansowa

Wraz z rozwojem wspolnot prawostawnych w Wielkiej Brytanii ro$nie zapotrzebowanie na wy-
kwalifikowane duchowienstwo, zdolne do sprawowania opieki duszpasterskiej nad coraz bardziej
zréznicowanymi parafiami (Ware, 1997, s. 87—-88; Tselingides, 2011, s. 88). Wiele jurysdykecji
zmaga si¢ jednak z niedoborem kaptanow, co jest szczegdlnie widoczne w duzych miastach oraz
na rozlegtych obszarach wiejskich, gdzie dojazdy i dofinansowanie postugi sa dodatkowym wy-
zwaniem (Gill, 2020, s. 97-98; Roudometof, 2019, s. 151).

Proces ksztatcenia i formacji klerykéw bywa utrudniony przez niewielka liczbe rodzimych
seminariow oraz odmienno$¢ standardéw edukacyjnych miedzy réznymi tradycjami prawo-
stawnymi (Payne, 2011, s. 229; Timko, 2021, s. 55). Presja finansowa jest takze niebagatelny
problem — wysokie koszty utrzymania nieruchomosci czy optaty czynszowe w miastach takich
jak Londyn czy Manchester moga znacznie obcigza¢ niewielkie wspolnoty (Roudometof, 2019,
s. 151-152; Bogdan, 2022, s. 29). Parafie cz¢sto podejmujg kreatywne inicjatywy fundraisingowe
(np. festiwale, kiermasze czy zbioérki internetowe), ale dtugofalowe bezpieczenstwo ekonomiczne
bywa trudne do osiagnigcia (GOA, 2020, s. 31; Clapsis, 2003, s. 23). Czasami parafie rozwazaja
wspotprace migdzy jurysdykcjami, co mogloby pozwoli¢ na wspolne uzytkowanie obiektow
i zasoboéw (Meyendorff, 1979, s. 65-66).

Kwestie spoteczne i etyczne

Wspdlnoty prawostawne w Wielkiej Brytanii staja przed wyzwaniami natury spolecznej i etycz-
nej, dotyczacymi zwlaszcza malzenstwa, zycia rodzinnego i rol ptciowych (Roudometof, 2019,
s. 152-154; Timko, 2021, s. 56). Tradycyjne nauczanie prawostawne podkresla swigtos¢ mat-
zenstwa i cel, jakim jest wzajemny wzrost duchowy (Staniloae, 1980, s. 44—45; Angold, 1995,
s. 107). Tymczasem wspolczesne spoteczenstwo brytyjskie cechuje si¢ zréznicowanymi pogladami
w kwestiach rodzinnych i seksualnych, co moze prowadzi¢ do trudnych dyskusji na temat zwigz-
kow miedzywyznaniowych, rozwodow czy relacji jednoptciowych (Gill, 2020, s. 99; Meyendorff,
1979, s. 67—-68).

Duszpasterze i liderzy $wieccy muszg w tych sprawach taczy¢ wierno$¢ doktrynie z dusz-
pasterska wrazliwoscia, zwlaszcza w obliczu sytuacji kryzysowych czy indywidualnych historii
rodzinnych (Ware, 1997, s. 88—90; Tselingides, 2011, s. 89). Jednoczesnie wiele parafii intensywnie
angazuje si¢ w dziatalno$¢ charytatywna i spoteczna, oferujac wsparcie dla uchodzcow, prowadzac
banki zywnosci czy odwiedzajac osoby starsze w domach opieki (GOA, 2020, s. 33-34; Clapsis,
2003, s. 24). Takie inicjatywy nie tylko odzwierciedlajg tradycyjny etos chrzescijanskiego mito-
sierdzia, ale tez przyczyniaja si¢ do wzmacniania lokalnej tozsamosci i pozytywnego wizerunku
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Kosciota (Payne, 2011, s. 228-229; Bogdan, 2022, s. 31). Rownoczes$nie ograniczone zasoby
i wypalenie wolontariuszy moga utrudniaé utrzymanie ciggtosci tych programéw (Lossky, 1976,
s. 116-117).

Wyzwanie drugiego i trzeciego pokolenia

Kwesti¢ zaangazowania drugiego i trzeciego pokolenia imigrantow w zycie religijne wspolnot
prawostawnych w Wielkiej Brytanii mozna rozpatrywac w kontekscie coraz wigkszej akulturacji
mtodych ludzi do lokalnego srodowiska. Wiele z tych 0osob wychowuje si¢ w rodzinach, w ktorych
jezyk i obyczaje przodkoéw sg w mniejszym stopniu praktykowane, co moze skutkowac stabszym
poczuciem przynalezno$ci do Kos$ciota prawostawnego.

Z badan Malinowskiego (2021, s. 115) wynika, ze jedynie 35% przedstawicieli drugiego
pokolenia imigrantow w Wielkiej Brytanii w petni identyfikuje si¢ z prawostawiem, a w trzecim
pokoleniu odsetek ten maleje do okoto 25%. Przyczyna takiego stanu rzeczy jest przede wszyst-
kim silny wpltyw kultury brytyjskiej i sekularyzacji spoteczenstwa, ktéore w mniejszym stopniu
sprzyja praktykom religijnym.

Sa jednak czynniki, ktore zwiekszaja szanse na zachowanie tozsamosci religijnej mtodszych
pokolen. Jednym z nich jest aktywna postawa rodzicow i dziadkow, ktorzy przekazuja wiare
w warunkach domowych. Wedtug Glowackiego (2023, s. 55), w rodzinach, ktore regularnie
uczestnicza w liturgii i pielegnuja tradycje prawostawne (np. obchody $wiat, wspolne modlitwy,
praktyki postne), odsetek mtodych deklarujacych przywiazanie do Kosciota jest wyraznie wyzszy.

Podobnie znaczenie ma dwujezyczne duszpasterstwo oraz otwarto$¢ parafii na potrzeby
mtodziezy, na przyktad organizacja spotkan w jezyku angielskim, mozliwo$¢ wspottworzenia
inicjatyw parafialnych czy korzystanie z narzedzi cyfrowych, takich jak transmisje online i grupy
dyskusyjne w mediach spoteczno$ciowych (Jankowski, 2023, s. 81).

Innym waznym czynnikiem jest edukacja religijna, zard6wno w formie katechezy parafialnej,
jak 1 zaje¢ dodatkowych organizowanych przez wspolnoty. Wspodlczesne programy edukacyijne,
uwzgledniajace specyfike wychowania w kulturze brytyjskiej i uwrazliwienie na réznorodnos¢,
pozwalaja mtodym ludziom odkrywaé prawostawie jako zywa tradycje w ich codziennym zyciu
(Szymanski, 2022, s. 91).

Mimo istnienia wielu inicjatyw duszpasterskich, weigz utrzymuje si¢ wysoki wskaznik asy-
milacji i laicyzacji wéréd mlodziezy. Cze¢$¢ mtodych ludzi ogranicza swoj kontakt z prawostawiem
do okazjonalnego uczestnictwa w §wigtach czy wizyt zwigzanych z waznymi wydarzeniami
rodzinnymi (np. chrzest, §lub, pogrzeb). Przejscie do dorostosci czesto wigze si¢ ponadto z wy-
prowadzka do wickszych miast, w ktorych liczba parafii prawostawnych jest ograniczona, a presja
otoczenia sprzyja dalszemu oddalaniu od tradycyjnych praktyk religijnych (Clark, 2021, s. 99).

Wielu badaczy podkresla, ze dalszy rozwdj wspdlnot prawostawnych w Wielkiej Brytanii
bedzie w znacznym stopniu zalezal od tego, na ile zdotaja one wychodzi¢ naprzeciw potrzebom
mtodych pokolen. Kontynuacja wysitkow w zakresie dwujezycznej liturgii, rozwoju przestrzeni
internetowej i budowania wspolnoty opartej na dialogu migdzypokoleniowym moze przyczynié
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si¢ do zwigkszenia zaangazowania mtodziezy w zycie religijne Kosciota. Tylko w ten sposob
parafie beda w stanie zapewnié cigglos$é tradycji w kolejnych dekadach i uniknaé stopniowego
zanikania swojej roli w spoteczenstwie (Raport roczny, 2022, s. 25).

Druga i trzecia generacja imigrantow w Wielkiej Brytanii czg¢sto stoi przed dylematem —
czy podtrzymywaé wigzi z prawostawiem i dziedzictwem przodkow, czy tez w petni poddac si¢
procesowi integracji z kulturg lokalng. Wiele zalezy od wsparcia rodziny, otwarto$ci wspdlnoty
parafialnej oraz skutecznosci inicjatyw duszpasterskich, ktore potrafia w kreatywny sposob taczyc
uniwersalne warto$ci chrzescijanskie z realiami wspotczesnego zycia w spoteczenstwie brytyjskim.

Podsumowujac, zmagania z postepujaca sekularyzacja, napigciami etnicznymi, brakami
kadrowymi i presja finansowa, a takze z dylematami etycznymi w zakresie matzenstwa i rodziny,
sprawiaja, ze prawostawie w Wielkiej Brytanii nieustannie redefiniuje swoja tozsamo$¢é w kon-
tek$cie zmieniajacej si¢ rzeczywistosci spotecznej (Meyendorff, 1979, s. 67—68; Timko, 2021,
s. 57-58). Zrozumienie tych wyzwan przybliza do zrozumienia obecnej sytuacji Ko$ciola oraz
potencjalnych kierunkow, w jakich moze si¢ rozwijaé (Gill, 2020, s. 100—101; Clapsis, 2003, s. 25).

Przyszie perspektywy i pojawiajace sie trendy

W Wielkiej Brytanii funkcjonuje obecnie wiele kanonicznych jurysdykcji — grecka, rosyjska,
rumunska, antiochenska, serbska i inne — ktore przybyly wraz z imigrantami i stopniowo zakorze-
nity si¢ w lokalnym krajobrazie religijnym (Payne, 2011, s. 230-231; Meyendorft, 1979, s. 69-70).
Pomimo ro6znic jezykowych, kulturowych i historycznych, w tych wspolnotach coraz silniejszy
staje si¢ nurt dgzacy do poglebiania jednos$ci oraz wspotpracy (Louth, 2007, s. 75; Clapsis, 2003,
s. 28-29). Wspotpraca ta najczesciej przejawia si¢ w organizowaniu wspolnych rad duszpaster-
skich, konferencji i spotkan biskupoéw reprezentujacych rozne jurysdykcje, co czgsto prowadzi
do miedzyjurysdykcyjnych celebracji liturgicznych, wspolnych nabozenstw z okazji wigkszych
$wiat oraz dzielenia si¢ zasobami, takimi jak kadry duchowne czy obiekty sakralne (Tselingides,
2011, s. 92; Roudometof, 2019, s. 157-159), dzigki czemu lokalne parafie unikaja dublowania
wysitkéw w zakresie katechezy, pracy misyjnej czy inicjatyw charytatywnych (Angold, 1995,
s. 109). Wspolne projekty edukacyjne, konferencje i warsztaty biblijne, a takze szkoly niedzielne
organizowane dla wiernych réznych tradycji sprzyjaja z kolei ksztattowaniu bardziej spdjnego
swiadectwa prawostawia w Wielkiej Brytanii (Gill, 2020, s. 102-103; GOA, 2020, s. 35-36).
Zacie$nienie wigzi migdzy poszczegolnymi jurysdykcjami pozytywnie wptywa na ksztal-
towanie tozsamosci publicznej Kos$ciota prawostawnego w tym kraju. Jednolity glos w sprawach
etycznych czy spotecznych — na przyktad w dziataniach na rzecz uchodzcéw — utatwia funkcjo-
nowanie prawostawia w przestrzeni medialnej i nadaje mu wyrazniejsza role w dialogu ekume-
nicznym oraz mi¢dzyreligijnym (Ware, 1997, s. 93-94; Bogdan, 2022, s. 40—41). Dzigki wigkszej
widocznosci prawostawie moze coraz Smielej wychodzi¢ poza dotychczasowe, $cisle etniczne en-
klawy i dociera¢ do 0sob, ktore wezesniej nie miaty kontaktu z jego liturgia i duchowos$cia (Payne,
2011, s. 231; Roudometof, 2019, s. 158—159). Potaczenie sit w edukacji i duszpasterstwie wspomaga
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réwniez proces integracji mlodszych pokolen wiernych, bardziej zwiazanych z kultura brytyjska
niz z ojczystymi tradycjami swoich rodzicow (Gill, 2020, s. 102—-103; Meyendorff, 1979, s. 71).

Kwesita autokefali

Pytanie o to, czy moze pojawic si¢ jeden, zintegrowany brytyjski Kosciot prawostawny w znacze-
niu kanonicznej, autokefalicznej struktury, wcigz pozostaje otwarte (Meyendorff, 1979, s. 72-73).
W tradycji Kosciota prawostawnego autokefalia, czyli petna niezalezno$¢ administracyjna i li-
turgiczna, jest zwykle nadawana terytoriom o ustalonej i historycznie potwierdzonej tozsamosci
lokalnej (Clapsis, 2003, s. 31-32; Tselingides, 2011, s. 93-94). W kontekscie diaspory inicjatywy
majace na celu ustanawianie lokalnych kosciotow pojawialy si¢ w réznych czgsciach $wiata, na
przyktad w Ameryce Potnocnej czy Australii, ale przejscie od wielosci jurysdykeji etnicznych do
jednej wspolnej struktury okazuje si¢ dtugim i ztozonym procesem (Roudometof, 2019, s. 160—161).

Rozwazajac bariery i perspektywy, nalezy pamigtaé, ze kazda z dziatajacych w Wielkiej
Brytanii jurysdykcji stanowi czg$¢ wigkszego kosciota lokalnego, powigzanego z macierzystym
patriarchatem, na przyktad w Konstantynopolu, Moskwie czy Bukareszcie. Przeksztatcenie tych
gltebokich, historycznych wigzi w kierunku nowej, catkowicie lokalnej autokefalii wymagatoby
zgody 1 blogostawienstwa kosciotow macierzystych (Ware, 1997, s. 95-96; Tselingides, 2011,
s. 94). Proces nadawania autokefalicznego statusu oparty jest tez na wymogach kanonicznych
i zgodzie calego prawostawnego §wiata. Sytuacj¢ dodatkowo komplikuje to, ze w jednym panstwie
wspotistnieje kilka jurysdykcji o porownywalnym statusie (Clapsis, 2003, s. 33; Meyendorff,
1979, s. 73-74).

Zdarzaja si¢ proby stworzenia bardziej jednolitych struktur, na przyktad przez tworzenie rad
biskupich obejmujacych hierarchow z réznych denominacji, ktére koordynuja dziatania duszpa-
sterskie. Tego rodzaju nieformalna wspdtpraca moze z czasem prowadzi¢ do glebszej integracji,
lecz uzyskanie statusu brytyjskiego Kosciola prawostawnego wymagatoby znacznego poparcia
i powszechnego uznania przez pozostate autokefaliczne Koscioty, co w dajacej si¢ przewidzieé
przysztosci nie wydaje si¢ zbyt prawdopodobne (Roudometof, 2019, s. 162; Bogdan, 2022, s. 42;
Gill, 2020, s. 105-106).

Warto zaznaczy¢, ze w Wielkiej Brytanii funkcjonuje tak zwany British Orthodox Church,
bedacy czescig nurtu Orientalnego Prawostawia i podlegajacy jurysdykeji Koptéw (Bogdan, 2022,
s. 43), ktory nie nalezy jednak do Kosciolow tradycji chalcedonskiej, przez co sytuacja kanonicz-
na jest skomplikowana i nie dotyczy bezposrednio gléownego nurtu prawostawia bizantyjskiego
(Clapsis, 2003, s. 34). Ostatecznie, pojawienie si¢ w pelni autokefalicznego brytyjskiego Kosciota
prawostawnego wymagatoby wielu lat konsekwentnego budowania jednosci, wzmocnienia lokalnej
tozsamosci i zdobycia powszechnej akceptacji macierzystych patriarchatow (Ware, 1997, s. 97;
Meyendorff, 1979, s. 75).

Dynamiczny rozwdj pan-prawostawnej wspotpracy w Wielkiej Brytanii pozostaje jednak
faktem. Wspolne rady biskupow, celebracje liturgiczne oraz inicjatywy edukacyjne i charytatyw-
ne przyczyniaja si¢ do wiekszej spojnosci i jednosci migdzy jurysdykcjami (Roudometof, 2019,
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s. 157-159). Ta kooperacja moze w przysztosci wzmocni¢ obecnos¢ prawostawia w spoleczenstwie
1 utatwic jego wyjscie poza kregi etniczne (Gill, 2020, s. 102—-103). Cho¢ konsolidacja w postaci
jednej, autocefalicznej struktury pozostaje kwestia otwartg i zalezy od wielu historycznych,
kanonicznych i eklezjalnych uwarunkowan, rosnace porozumienie mi¢dzy jurysdykcjami oraz
postepujaca inkulturacja prawostawia w brytyjskim kontekscie tworzg warunki do dalszego
rozwoju (Payne, 2011, s. 231; Meyendorft, 1979, s. 76).

Whioski

Prawostawie w Zjednoczonym Krolestwie jawi si¢ jako dynamiczny, cho¢ czgsto niedostatecznie
zbadany, element krajobrazu religijnego Wielkiej Brytanii. We wnioskach dokonano syntetyzacji
gtownych ustalen, odniesiono si¢ do kluczowych pytan badawczych oraz rozwazon szersze impli-
kacje analizy zarowno dla KosSciota, jak i spoteczenstwa. Na koniec wskazano kierunki dalszych
badan, ktore moga poglebi¢ akademickie i wspolnotowe zaangazowanie w brytyjskie prawostawie.

Podsumowanie kluczowych ustalen

Od wczesnych kontaktéw w czasach $redniowiecza po rozwdj licznych kanonicznych jurysdyk-
cji, trajektoria historyczna prawostawia wskazuje na stopniowy wzrost, ksztaltowany przez fale
migracji i zmieniajace si¢ konteksty spoteczne (Ware, 1997, s. 95-98). We wspotczesnych danych
demograficznych podkresla si¢ réznorodnos¢ etniczng Kosciota, obejmujaca wspolnoty greckie,
rosyjskie, rumunskie, antiochenskie i inne, podczas gdy inicjatywy pan-prawostawne oraz rosnaca
liczba konwertytéw wskazujg na nowe mozliwosci w zakresie jednos$ci i ewangelizacji (Roudo-
metof 2019, s. 159-160). Teologicznie i liturgicznie parafie prawostawne w Wielkiej Brytanii daza
do zachowania historycznych nauk i sakramentow, jednoczesnie negocjujac adaptacje jezykowe
i praktyki kulturowe, ktore lepiej odpowiadaja lokalnym realiom (Gill, 2020, s. 105-107).

Te nakladajace si¢ dynamiki tworzg zarowno wyzwania, jak i szanse. Sekularne postawy,
ztozone struktury jurysdykcyjne, niedobory kadrowe i ograniczenia finansowe pozostaja powaz-
nymi przeszkodami. Bogate dziedzictwo duchowe prawostawia, silne wigzi wspolnotowe oraz
zdolno$¢ do integracji kulturowej czynia z niego jednak potencjalnie znaczacy glos w coraz bar-
dziej zroznicowanym religijnie krajobrazie Wielkiej Brytanii (Greek Orthodox, 2020, s. 40—41).

Refleksje nad pytaniami badawczymi

Podstawowym celem niniejszego badania bylo zrozumienie, w jaki sposdb wspolnoty prawostaw-
ne utrzymuja swoja tozsamosc teologiczna i liturgiczna, zidentyfikowanie gtownych przeszkod,
z jakimi si¢ borykaja oraz ocena ich perspektyw na przysztos¢. Analiza historii, demografii,
zycia liturgicznego i wspolczesnych wyzwan pokazuje, ze cho¢ zachowanie dziedzictwa pozo-
staje priorytetem, rownie wazna jest adaptacja do brytyjskich realiow kulturowych (Payne 2011,
s. 232-233). Szczegolnie interesujgce jest rosnace znaczenie cyfrowej dziatalnosci misyjnej
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1 strategii zaangazowania mtodziezy, co moze sygnalizowa¢ punkt zwrotny w sposobie, w jaki
prawostawie taczy si¢ z szerszg spolecznoscia.

Obszary wymagajace dalszej eksploracji obejmuja doswiadczenia drugiego i trzeciego po-
kolenia prawostawnych, ewoluujaca role kobiet w zyciu parafialnym oraz zalezno$ci migdzy
tozsamoscig kulturowa a formacja teologiczna. Kwestie praktyczne zwigzane z pan-prawostawng
wspotpraca — poza formalnymi deklaracjami — zasluguja ponadto na bardziej szczegétowe zba-
danie (Ware 1997, s. 98-99).

Implikacje dla Kosciota i spoteczenstwa

Przedstawione ustalenia wskazujg na trwata zdolno$¢ prawostawia do wzbogacania kulturowe-
go i religijnego pejzazu Wielkiej Brytanii. Parafie petnig rol¢ osrodkow duchowego ozywienia,
zachowania kultury oraz dziatalnosci charytatywnej, taczac dziedzictwo etniczne z lokalnymi
potrzebami wspdlnoty (ONS, 2022, s. 8). W kontekscie pluralizmu religijnego prawostawne
podejscie do tradycji, ikonografii i zycia sakramentalnego moze wzbogaci¢ dialog ekumeniczny
i miedzyreligijny, oferujac nowe spojrzenie na kwestie wiary, etyki i odpowiedzialnosci spotecznej
(Roudometof, 2019, s. 160).

W miarg jak sekularyzacja przeksztatca duchowy krajobraz Wielkiej Brytanii, Ko$ciot prawo-
stawny moze coraz bardziej wptywac na debaty dotyczace wielokulturowosci, edukacji religijnej
i spojnosci spotecznej. Jego praktyka laczenia dawnych obrzgdow z lokalnymi adaptacjami moze
by¢ przyktadem, jak tradycje religijne moga zachowac swoja odrebnosé, jednocze$nie wchodzac
w znaczgce interakcje z nowoczesnym spoteczenstwem (Gill 2020, s. 108).

Propozycje dalszych badan

Przyszli badacze moga skorzystac z bardziej rozbudowanych pracach terenowych, w tym badaniach
etnograficznych konkretnych parafii i wywiadach z r6znorodnymi interesariuszami — duchownymi,
$wieckimi, konwertytami oraz mtodzieza (Payne 2011, s. 233-234). Metody interdyscyplinarne
faczace socjologie, antropologie i teologi¢ mogtyby przynies¢ bardziej ztozone obrazy zycia prawo-
stawnego. Rozszerzone analizy demograficzne pomoglyby w ilosciowym przedstawieniu trendéw
wzrostu 1 lepszym zilustrowaniu geograficznego rozmieszczenia Kosciota (ONS, 2022, s. 8).

Grupy niedostatecznie reprezentowane zastuguja ponadto na szczegdlng uwage, niezaleznie
od tego, czy sa to mtodzi ludzie nawigujacy miedzy tozsamos$ciami kulturowymi, nowo przybyli
uchodzcy, czy wspolnoty monastyczne, ktore czgsto sa pomijane w analizach brytyjskiego pra-
wostawia (Greek Orthodox, 2020, s. 42). Te obszary badan moga ukazaé szerszy obraz tego, jak
starozytne tradycje chrzescijanskie adaptuja si¢, trwaja i rozwijaja we wspotczesnych warunkach.

Laczac te r6znorodne aspekty, badacze, duchowni i §wieccy moga wspolnie dziala¢ na
rzecz wzmocnienia widoczno$ci i zywotno$ci prawostawia w Wielkiej Brytanii. W ten sposob
potwierdzajg trwalg aktualno$¢ Kosciota, czerpigc z jego duchowych bogactw, aby stawi¢ czota
wspofczesnym wyzwaniom zwigzanym z wiara, tozsamoscia i wspolnota.
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Abstrakt

Celem artykutu jest analiza rumunskiej sceny politycznej w okresie miedzywojennym i ustalenie przyczyn upadku systemu
parlamentarnego oraz, kolejno, monarchicznego, co doprowadzito ostatecznie do faszystowskiej dyktatury Iona Antonescu
i Zelaznej Gwardii. Do realizacji celu sformutowano nastepujaca teze: niestabilnosé struktury politycznej w Krolestwie
Rumunii byta spowodowana wielowektorowoscia sceny politycznej, na ktora przekfadata si¢ interwencja monarchy w proces
polityczny oraz dziatalnos¢ skrajnie prawicowych organizacji. W celu potwierdzenia powyzszej tezy, zadano nastgpujace
pytania badawcze: jak na sytuacj¢ polityczna w panstwie wplyngta pierwsza wojna $wiatowa; jakie czynniki powodowaty
niestabilno$¢ sytuacji politycznej w okresie parlamentaryzmu; co spowodowato upadek rzadow Karola I1? Do realizacji
powyzszego celu i odpowiedzi na zadane pytania badawcze wykorzystano metody whasciwe dla nauk historycznych oraz
techniki — analiza zrodet i case study. W wyniku analizy udato si¢ ustalic, ze glowna przyczyna niestabilnosci kolejnych
rzadow w Krolestwie Rumunii w okresie migdzywojennym byt brak adekwatnych mechanizmow prawnych, konflikt
monarchy dazacego do przejcia autorytarnej whadzy z skrajnie prawicowa Zelazng Gwardia, ktora dazyta do podobnego
celu. Dodatkowo, za gtowne czynniki upadania kolejnych rumunskich reziméw nalezy uzna¢ polityczng nieudolnosé
monarchy, niekorzystng sytuacje migdzynarodowa i kulture polityczng.

Political landscape in Kingdom of Romania during interwar period

Keywords

Abstract

Uniwersytet Szczecinski

monarchy, Romania, nationalism, democracy

This article aims to analyze the Romanian political landscape during the interwar period and identify the causes of
the parliamentary system’s collapse, followed by the monarchical system’s downfall, ultimately leading to the fascist
dictatorship of lon Antonescu and the Iron Guard. To achieve this, the following thesis was formulated: the instability of
the political structure in the Kingdom of Romania was caused by the multi-faceted nature of the political scene, reflected
in the monarch’s intervention in the political process and the activities of far-right organizations. To confirm this thesis,
the following research questions were posed: How did the First World War affect the political situation in the country?
What factors contributed to the instability of the political situation during the period of parliamentarism? What led to the
downfall of Charles II's rule? To achieve the above goal and answer the research questions, methods appropriate for historical
sciences and techniques — source analysis and case study — were employed. The result of this analysis is that the cause of
the instability of successive governments in the Kingdom of Romania during the interwar period was largely the lack of
adequate legal mechanisms, the conflict between the monarch seeking to assume authoritarian power and the far-right Iron
Guard, which sought a similar goal. Additionally, the main factors contributing to the fall of successive Romanian regimes
are considered to be the political incompetence of the monarch, the unfavorable international situation, and a lack of political
culture.

51



Jan Maksymilian Kosmowski

Wprowadzenie

Rumunia jest panstwem relatywnie mtodym, ktére narodzito si¢ wskutek unii personalnej Wo-
loszczyzny oraz Motdawii w drugiej potowie XIX wieku. Nowo powstale krolestwo od poczatku
swojego istnienia mierzylo si¢ z licznymi problemami natury wewnetrznej, co szczegolnie uwi-
dacznia si¢ w okresie migdzywojennym, ktory dla historii tego panstwa wydaje si¢ wyjatkowo
niespokojny pod wieloma wzgledami, a szczegolnie z powodu dziatalno$ci skrajnie prawicowych
organizacji politycznych. Celem autora artykutu jest analiza rumunskiej sceny politycznej tamtego
okresu pod katem jej stabilnosci, a takze czynnikdw, ktdre ostatecznie doprowadzity do zapro-
wadzenia rzadow niedemokratycznych. Teza, ktdrg przyjeto na rzecz powyzej wskazanego celu
jest nastgpujaca — niestabilnos¢ struktury politycznej w Krélestwie Rumunii byta spowodowana
wielowektorowoscig sceny politycznej, na ktdrg przektadata si¢ interwencja monarchy w proces
polityczny oraz dziatalno$¢ skrajnie prawicowych organizacji. W celu potwierdzenia powyzszej
tezy, sformulowano trzy pytania badawcze: jak na sytuacje polityczng w panstwie wptyneta
pierwsza wojna $wiatowa; jakie czynniki wptynety na niestabilnos$¢ sytuacji politycznej w okresie
parlamentaryzmu; co spowodowato upadek rzadow Karola I1? Praca w duzej mierze jest systema-
tyzacja literatury tematu. W celu odpowiedzi na powyzsze pytania zastosowano metode wlasciwa
dla nauk historycznych oraz technike badawcza — analize zrodet.

Uwarunkowania sytuacji miedzynarodowej i wewnetrznej Krolestwa Rumunii
po pierwszej wojnie Swiatowej

Kreslac sytuacje panstwa rumunskiego w okresie miedzywojennym, nie sposob nie rozpoczaé od
pierwszej wojny swiatowej, ktora zdeterminowala jego ksztatt na kolejne dziesi¢ciolecia. Rumunia
nie wkroczyta do konfliktu w chwili jego wybuchu, a dopiero w roku 1916, co byto konsekwencja
zadeklarowanej neutralno$ci w pierwszych latach wojny przez krola Karola I. Monarcha zmart
w roku rozpoczecia konfliktu, jednak jego nastepca, Ferdynand, przychylit si¢ do nastrojow wigk-
szo$ci sceny politycznej oraz opinii spotecznej, opowiadajacej si¢ za przystapieniem do konfliktu
po stronie Ententy. Gléwna argumentacja, za podjeciem dziatan wojennych, byta mozliwos$¢
uzyskania zdobyczy terytorialnych, a w szczegélnosci Transylwanii znajdujacej si¢ w tamtym
czasie pod wladaniem monarchii Habsburgow, jednak w wigkszosci zamieszkanej przez ludnosé
rumunska (Radu, 2018, s. 138, 141).

Krolestwo Rumunii po zakonczonym konflikcie znalazto si¢ w obozie zwycigzcdw, mimo
ze znaczna czg¢$¢ kraju, w tym Bukareszt, znajdowata si¢ pod niemiecka okupacja. Ententa przy-
chylita si¢ do wysuwanych przez rumunskich politykow roszczen terytorialnych, w konsekwencji
czego powierzchnia panstwa i jego populacja wzrosty blisko dwukrotnie (Kessler, 2007), co
skutkowato pierwszym w historii zjednoczeniem ludno$ci rumunskiej pod sztandarem jednego
panstwa. Pomimo jednak zabezpieczenia terytorium oraz zjednoczenia ludnosci rumunskie;j,
pojawilo si¢ ogromne ryzyko destabilizacji politycznej, ktore bylo konsekwencja gruntownych
przemian polityczno-spolecznych.
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Nowa sytuacja, w ktorej znalazto si¢ Krolestwo Rumunii po pierwszej wojnie §wiatowej
wymagala gruntownych reform politycznych. Potrzebna byta integracja nowych terytoriow, kto-
re wezesniej byly czgdcig roznych systemow administracyjnych, a do tego znaczaco zwickszyta
si¢ liczebno$¢ mniejszosci etnicznych. Tworzono wige narracj¢ polityczna, ktora miata na celu
wytworzy¢ og6lne przekonanie w populacji, ze Krélestwo Rumunii wraz z wlagczonymi nowymi
terytoriami jest w rzeczywistosci caltkowicie nowym tworem panstwowym. W konsekwencji zde-
cydowano si¢ na ponowna koronacj¢ krola Ferdynanda oraz krolowej Marii, a takze uchwalenie
nowej konstytucji, a wspomniane panstwo, w pozniejszym czasie okreslano mianem Wielkiej
Rumunii (Dubicki, 2013, s. 40, 348-349). Nalezy zaznaczy¢, ze zaangazowanie Krélestwa Rumunii
w pierwsza wojn¢ Swiatowa nalezy rozpatrywa¢ dwuaspektowo, z jednej strony jako ogromne
zwycigstwo, z drugiej natomiast, jako druzgocaca porazke. Za sukces nalezy uznaé zdecydowa-
nie to, ze rozmiar panstwa powigkszyl si¢ prawie dwukrotnie, przy zjednoczeniu calej ludno$ci
rumunskoj¢zycznej w regionie. Za porazke nalezy uzna¢ natomiast to, ze wskutek pierwszej
wojny $wiatowej Rumunia do§wiadczyta wrgez niewyobrazalnych strat ludzkich i materialnych.
Erwin Kessler wspomina, ze straty rumunskie, zardéwno wojskowe, jak i cywilne wyniosty
okoto 0,5 mln osob (Kessler, 2007), co doprowadzito do podpisania separatystycznego traktatu
pokojowego z mocarstwami centralnymi. Konsekwencja dziatan wojennych oraz powigkszenia
si¢ terytorium panstwa, stala si¢ koniecznos$¢ reform. Przede wszystkim podjeto kroki w celu
reformy rolnej oraz reformy wyborczej. Sorin Radu stwierdza, ze wskutek dziatan wojennych
oraz powickszenia si¢ terytorium panstwa, znaczna cze$¢ jego mieszkancow nie przekraczata
progu majatkowego umozliwiajacego uczestnictwo w wyborach, a ponadto centrum zycia wy-
borczego, sita rzeczy, przeniosto si¢ z miast na wies. Wskutek samej reformy natomiast, ludnos¢
zamieszkujaca wsie zaczeta stanowic 2/3 elektoratu (Radu, 2018, s. 148). Ten sam autor stwier-
dza réwniez, ze reforma rolna oraz wyborcza byly najwazniejszymi zmianami, ktore nastapity
w powojennej Rumunii (Radu, 2018, s. 148). Osobliwoscia rumunskiej sceny politycznej tego
okresu byto to, ze po pierwszej wojnie §wiatowej Rumuni¢ zdominowaty dwie partie polityczne
o charakterze centrowym — Partia Narodowo-Liberalna (dalej PNL) oraz Partia Narodowo-
-Chtopska (dalej PNCh). Pierwsza z nich, byta stronnictwem politycznym, ktére dominowato
polityke w Starym Krolestwie — tj. na terenach Wotoszczyzny oraz Moldawii i w duzej mierze
prezentowata burzuazje¢ i cz¢$¢ posiadaczy ziemskich. Ogromny wptyw na jej utrzymanie si¢ na
scenie politycznej po pierwszej wojnie §wiatowej, miata zapowiedz reformy rolnej i politycznej,
ktorej partia ta byta jednym z gtéwnych or¢downikéw. Partia miata ponadto szerokie powigzania
z rumunska finansjerag (Dubicki, 2013, s. 234-235, 244). PNCh natomiast, byta rozwinigciem
rumunskich stronnictw politycznych dziatajacych w Transylwanii pod wladza Austro-Wegier
oraz stronnictw chtopskich dzialajacych na terenie Starego Krdlestwa. Na terenach przejetych
od Austro-Wegier ordynacja wyborcza byta jednak bardziej postepowa, co oznaczalo, ze nowe
stronnictwo polityczne miato cztonkow z doswiadczeniem dziatania w bardziej nowoczesnych
systemach wyborczych. Partie chtopskie, zarowno w Starym Krolestwie, jak i Wielkiej Rumunii,
do swoich szeregdw przyciaggaly przede wszystkim liberatow i radykatow (Dubicki, 2013, s. 77, 162,
242-243, 264). Charakterystyczng cecha rumunskiej sceny politycznej byt rowniez brak znaczacych
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si¢ stronnictw politycznych o charakterze lewicowym i konserwatywnym. Nieobecno$¢ waznej
partii politycznej o rysie konserwatywnym w rumunskim zyciu politycznym wigzata si¢ zdwoma
czynnikami. Po pierwsze, najwigksza rumunska partia konserwatywna kolaborowata z niemiec-
kimi sitami okupacyjnymi w czasie pierwszej wojny $wiatowej, co nie spotkalo si¢ z uznaniem
ze strony spoteczenstwa. Po drugie, konserwatysci zdecydowanie stracili na znaczeniu wskutek
reform spoteczno-gospodarczych, do ktoérych doszto po wojnie oraz spowodowaty zdecydowane
ograniczenie roli wielkich posiadaczy ziemskich, ktorych partia ta w wigkszos$ci reprezentowala
(Dubicki, 2013, s. 222-223). Deficyt znaczacej partii politycznej o charakterze lewicowym, o na-
stawieniu socjalistyczno-robotniczym, wynikat natomiast ze ztego wizerunku lewicy w Rumunii,
co wynikalo w znacznym stopniu z tego, ze lewica kojarzona byta z nihilizmem i anarchizmem,
czesto tez wigzano j3 z zamachem dokonanym na cara Aleksandra II, ktéry w Rumunii cieszyt
si¢ duza popularnoscia (Dubicki, 2013, s. 161-162). Po zakonczeniu pierwszej wojny $wiatowej
podjeto prace nad zmiang konstytucji i ordynacji wyborczej. Nowa konstytucja byla jednak je-
dynie zmodyfikowang w nieznaczny sposob wersja poprzedniej. Liberatowie, ktorym przypadto
zadnie napisania nowej ustawy zasadniczej zdecydowanie kierowali panstwo w strong rozwigzan
autorytarnych i ograniczenia znaczenia mechanizmow demokratycznych. Moga o tym §wiadczy¢
decyzje podjete m.in. w celu nierozszerzania wolnosci obywatelskich, ktore powodowane byty
strachem przed mniejszo$ciami narodowymi i ich dzialaniu przeciw interesom panstwa. Ogromne
znaczenie mialo takze wprowadzenie premii wyborczej dla partii politycznych, ktore przekro-
czyly prog 40% gloséw, co w sposob oczywisty faworyzowato wicksze stronnictwa polityczne
(Dubicki, 2013, s. 40, 68, 356).

Przyczyny upadku systemu parlamentarnego w Krolestwie Rumunii

Ogolny obraz rumunskiej sceny politycznej w okresie systemu parlamentarnego jest peten par-
tykularyzméw. Lata 1918—1938 trudno nazwac okresem rumunskiej demokracji, trudno réwniez
mowi¢ o jakiejkolwiek woli politycznej ze strony gtownych uczestnikéw zycia politycznego do
wprowadzenia reform w tym kierunku. Przez caty wyzej wspomniany okres, w panstwie otwarcie
dziataty stronnictwa polityczne o profilu skrajnie prawicowym i antysemickim, ktére destabi-
lizowaty sytuacje wewnetrzng kraju. Owczesna sytuacja polityczna w Rumunii zdecydowanie
odbiegata od ideatéw demokratycznych struktur wltadzy w rozumieniu liberalnym.

Jednym z najwazniejszych aspektéw rumunskiej polityki, ktory wptynat na niemoznosé
implementacji kompleksowych reform demokratycznych byto znaczenie monarchy w dynamice
sceny politycznej. Juz przed rokiem 1938, krol mial powazng mozliwos$¢ ingerowania w proces
polityczny, m.in. zdolnos¢ do dowolnego wrecz powotywania rzadu, co powodowato, ze partie
polityczne by moc w ogodle by¢ brane pod uwage w czasie tworzenia gabinetu, musialy cieszy¢
si¢ jego przychylnoscig (Dubicki, 2013, s. 81). Sytuacja ta dawata krolowi ogromne mozliwosci
decydowania kto b¢dzie sprawowat wladzg, co oczywiscie prowadzito do licznych naduzy¢. Wage
tego aspektu wzmacnia to, ze wedtug tendencji rumunskiej polityki w tym okresie, wybory wygry-
wala zazwyczaj partia polityczna, ktora organizowata wybory, co w znacznym stopniu wynikato
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z dostepu do panstwowych zasobow. Dochodzit do tego chaos dotyczacy dziedziczenia wladzy,
poniewaz kazda zmiana na rumunskim tronie odbywata si¢ w sposob niestabilny (Dubicki, 2013,
s. 381; Kenyon, 2023, s. 51, 217-218, 221-223). Ten stan rzeczy powodowalt, ze partie polityczne
zmuszone byly sprzyjaé wladzy monarszej, co znaczagco wptywato na mozliwosci kierowania
panstwem. Sama sprawno$¢ rumunskich instytucji demokratycznych réwniez mozna poda¢ w wat-
pliwo$¢. Zdaniem A. Dubickiego, zadne wybory w Krolestwie Rumunii nie odbyty si¢ w pelni
uczciwie, poniewaz prawie za kazdym razem dochodzito do manipulacji. Gtéwna przyczyna
tego stanu rzeczy byt brak adekwatnych rozwigzan prawnych, ktére pozwalatyby kontrolowaé
poprawno$¢ wybordéw. Doskonatym tego przyktadem jest brak instytucji, ktorej zadaniem byloby
kontrolowanie zgodnosci z prawem przebiegu glosowania, a o legalnosci wyborow decydowat
sam parlament, co jawnie naruszato trojpodzial wtadzy (Dubicki, 2013, s. 80).

W tamtym czasie na scenie politycznej zaczety réwniez pojawiac si¢ liczne organizacje poli-
tyczne o charakterze skrajnie prawicowym, jawnie kontestujace, dziatajacy czy tez nie, porzadek
demokratyczny. Najbardziej niebezpiecznym z tych stronnictw okazata si¢ Zelazna Gwardia, znana
rowniez jako Legion Michata Archaniota (Gligor, 2008, s. 112). Ugrupowanie to znacznie wpty-
wato na tworzenie polityki, jednak wylacznie posrednio, poniewaz nigdy nie udato mu si¢ przejac
samodzielnej i catkowitej kontroli nad pafistwem. Zelazna Gwardia byla rozwinigciem ruchu
politycznego o charakterze ultranacjonalistycznym zapoczatkowanego przez Corneliu Codrenau,
faczacym elementy chrzescijanskiego mistycyzmu oraz szeroko rozumianego faszyzmu (Gligor,
2008, s. 113—114). Nalezy takze podkresli¢, ze przestanie Zelaznej Gwardii byto zdecydowanie
antysemickie, co wyraznie przejawialo si¢ w jej dziatalnos$ci i programie politycznym. Szybko
rosnacy ruch zaczynat cieszy¢ si¢ coraz wigksza przychylnoscia nizszych klas spoteczenstwa
rumunskiego (Meale, 2016, s. 63; Davidescu, 2002, s. 99—-100).

Zelazna Gwardia byta otwarcie skonfliktowana z d6wczesnym monarchg — Karolem II, mimo
ze krol pierwotnie byt pod wrazeniem jej organizacji. Sytuacja jednak w sposob gwattowny
ulegta zmianie, gdy C.Z. Codrenau osobi$cie odmowit propozycji monarszej, dotyczacej objecia
przez niego funkcji premiera (Ilie, 2018, s. 80). Nie bez znaczenia byl rowniez swoisty ,,pakt
o nieagresji”, zawarty pomiedzy Iuliu Maniu, przedstawicielem PNCh, a Corneliu Codrenau,
wymierzony przeciwko rosngcej wladzy i autorytarnym zapgdom krola (Ilie, 2018, s. 84). Procz
wyzej wspomnianych czynnikéw nalezy wspomnie¢ réwniez o checi przejecia przez Karola 11
despotycznej wtadzy w panstwie. Monarcha od poczatku swoich rzadow miat autorytarne zapgdy
ijuz od 1930 roku planowat przejecie wladzy, twierdzac, ze partie polityczne nie dbaja o interes
panstwa, a jedynie pragna realizowa¢ swoje partykularne interesy. Z czasem wigc zaczat stawac
si¢ nowym graczem na rumunskiej scenie politycznej, rezygnujac przy tym z roli mediatora
pomiedzy partiami politycznymi, co znaczaco wptyneto na niestabilnos$¢ sceny politycznej (Ilie,
2019, s. 83). W panstwie pojawity si¢ dwa ugrupowania, ktore otwarcie dazyty do likwidacji
systemu parlamentarnego, majac przy tym okazala rzesz¢ zwolennikoéw. Fakt ten z pewnoscia
nalezy bra¢ pod uwagg podczas analizy struktury rumunskiej sceny politycznej tamtego okresu.

Rumunski system parlamentarny upadt wskutek wyboréw przeprowadzonych w 1937 roku,
najprawdopodobniej sfatszowanych, gtéwnie z powodu obawy przed wynikiem jaki udato si¢
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osiggna¢ Zelaznej Gwardii, z ktora krol znalazt si¢ w otwartym konflikcie politycznym (Niculescu,
2019, s. 207). Nie to jednak stato si¢ gtowng przestankg do upadku instytucji demokratycznych.
Wskutek wyzej wspomnianych wyboréw, Karol 11 zdecydowat si¢ na powotanie rzadu mniejszo-
$ciowego, z wiodaca rola skrajnie prawicowej i antysemickiej Partii Narodowo-Chrzes$cijanskiej
— koalicji mniejszych stronnictw prowadzonych przez Octaviana Goge¢ oraz Alexandru C. Cuzg.
Partia ta osiagneta wynik wyborczy ok. 9% glosow (Niculescu, 2019, s. 207). W kwestii samych
wyboréw, nalezy takze zauwazy¢, ze posrod znaczacych partii politycznych utworzyly si¢ dwa
bloki, w ramach ktorych gtéwna osig podziatu i przestanka do formowania sojuszy mi¢dzy okre-
$lonymi stronnictwami bylo to, czy dana partia opowiadata si¢ za politykami prowadzonymi przez
kréla Karola IT (Ilie, 2018, s. 83). Gléwnym celem monarchy, w tym przypadku, byto niedopusz-
czenie do wladzy PNL. Karol II podjat wiec wszelkie starania, aby PNL nie przekroczyta progu
40% glosow, ktéry byt potrzebny do uzyskania premii wyborczej. Z uwagi na to, ze wcze$niej
zarébwno Zelazna Gwardia, PNCh oraz PNL pokazaty, Ze s3 w stanie ze sobg wspdtpracowaé,
krol zdecydowatl si¢ na wybor prawicowej partii, ktéra nie miata zadnej zdolnosci koalicyjne;.
W tym wypadku wybor padt na wyzej wspomniang parti¢ O. Gogi, ktdora byla skonfliktowana
praktycznie z cala rumunska scena polityczng (Dubicki, 2013, s. 513). Wskutek powotania no-
wego rzadu, szybko doszto do gwattownej destabilizacji sytuacji polityczno-spotecznej w kraju.
Pierwsze decyzje nowego gabinetu byty skierowane przeciwko ludnosci zydowskiej, co miato na
celu zneutralizowanie elektoratu Zelaznej Gwardii. Spowodowalo to ogromny zamet spoteczny.
Decyzje te spotkaty si¢ z ostrg reakcja spoteczno$ci migdzynarodowej, natomiast sama Zelazna
Gwardia pozytywnie zareagowata na wprowadzone ustawodawstwo, jednak aby méc realizowaé
swoja polityke, rzad O. Gogi potrzebowal wigkszosci w parlamencie, dlatego ogloszono nowe
wybory (Niculescu, 2019, s. 209-210). Druga kampania wyborcza 1937 roku byta znacznie bar-
dziej brutalna niz poprzednia. Nacjonali$ci z obozu O. Gogi i A. Cuzy zaczeli otwarcie atakowaé
dziataczy Zelaznej Gwardii, ktéra z poczatku zdecydowata sie nie atakowaé obozu rzadowego.
Dochodzito wigc do krwawych ulicznych staré miedzy sympatykami dwoch nacjonalistycznych
partii. Rzad O. Gogi rozpoczat réwniez powszechne dziatania, ktére miaty mu zapewnic zwycig-
stwo w wyborach, przy uzyciu administracji panstwowej. Zainicjowano obnizanie cen kluczowych
dla gospodarstw domowych towarow, rozszerzono uprawnienia policji oraz podjeto kroki w celu
zmiany ordynacji wyborczej. Stronnictwa wchodzace w sktad Partii Narodowo-Chrze$cijanskiej
szybko jednak zaczgty walczy¢ ze soba nawzajem, oskarzono takze rzad, ze przestat panowac¢ nad
wiasnymi bojowkami, co zaczeto prowadzi¢ do powszechnego chaosu (Dubicki, 2013, s. 519-523).
Sytuacje zaczelty wykorzystywaé partie opozycyjne, glownie PNL, ktore zwarty swoje szeregi
przeciwko urzedujacemu rzadowi. Rzad checac ratowac swoja pozycje zaprzestal wrogich dziatan
przeciwko Zelaznej Gwardii, a nawet zaproponowat zawarcie sojuszu, co teoretycznie mogtoby
zapewni¢ zwycigstwo w nadchodzacych wyborach. Posuniecie to jednak spowodowato utrate
poparcia kréla dla rzadu. Monarcha zdecydowat si¢ wycofac z rzadu swoich zaufanych ministrow,
a w konsekwencji rzad O. Gogi podat si¢ do dymisji (Dubicki, 2013, s. 519-523). Po podjeciu tej
decyzji, wszystko wskazywalo, ze krol bezposrednio przejmie wtadzg. Zwotano Rade Koronna,
za posrednictwem ktorej podjeto decyzje o powotaniu rzadu koalicyjnego pod kierownictwem
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patriarchy Mirona Cristei, co zreszta byto rozwigzaniem tymczasowym, a Cristea miat niejako
legitymizowa¢ przemiany polityczne oraz neutralizowaé poparcie Zelaznej Gwardii wéréd du-
chownych. Juz jednak w lutym tego samego roku Karol II podjat decyzj¢ o zakazaniu prowadzenia
jakiejkolwiek dziatalnosci politycznej (Dubicki, 2013, s. 524-525; Horga, Stoica, 2012, s. 9).

M. Ilie trafnie opisata struktur¢ rumunskiej sceny politycznej, stwierdzajac, ze jej niesta-
bilno$¢ w znacznym stopniu byta spowodowana réwniez tym, ze interesy poszczegdlnych partii
politycznych byty bardzo rézne. Jej zdaniem rumunska scena polityczna w ostatnich latach par-
lamentaryzmu przypominata ,,wiclowymiarowa szachownicg, na ktorej walka o wtadz¢ podazata
w wielu réznych kierunkach” (Ilie, 2019, s. 81). Autorka podkresla, ze dominowaly interesy, wsrod
ktorych nalezy wymieni¢: mozliwos¢ tworzenia rzadu przez dane partie; ustanowienie wladzy
autorytarnej w panstwie; ograniczenie wtadzy partii politycznych; dziatanie przeciwko Zelaznej
Gwardii lub wtadzy krolewskiej (Ilie, s. 2019, s. 81). Ten obraz ukazany przez autorke, idealnie
ilustruje jak skomplikowana byta dynamika rumunskiej sceny politycznej w okresie migdzy-
wojennym i jak bezlitosna wewnatrz tego systemu byta walka o wladze. Czynniki te réwniez
wskazuja na wielo§¢ partykularyzméw miedzy uczestnikami rumunskiej polityki, co z pewnoscia
przyczynito si¢ ostatecznie upadku systemu parlamentarnego.

Upadek demokracji parlamentarnej w Rumunii spowodowany byt zatrzymaniem reform
zwigzanych z demokratyzacja systemu politycznego. Wspomniany proces byt zdecydowanie
utrudniony przez zbyt duza mozliwo$¢ interwencji monarchy w proces polityczny oraz braku
mechanizmdw kontrolujacych legalno$¢ wyborow. Poza wyzej wspomnianymi problemami natury
polityczno-prawnej, nalezy doliczy¢ partykularyzm polityczny i zaci¢tg rywalizacj¢ migdzy po-
szczegblnymi stronnictwami, ktore w swoich metodach dazenia do wladzy czgsto wykorzystywaty
narzedzia o charakterze pozaprawnym. Nie mozna zapomnie¢ rowniez o nasileniu si¢ dziatan
stronnictw o charakterze skrajnie-prawicowym. Pierwsze powojenne reformy konstytucyjne
byty w znacznym stopniu nastawione ponadto na realizacj¢ partykularnych interesow, nie zas na
usprawnienie dziatan panstwa.

Zmiana rezimu w Krolestwie Rumunii po roku 1938 - okres ,krolewskiej
dyktatury”

Rezim wprowadzony w Rumunii w roku 1938 roku przez Karola Il nazywany jest w literaturze
,krolewska dyktaturg”, co powoduje pewne problemy definicyjne i identyfikacyjne. Jak zaznacza
Philippe Henri Blasen, problem z klasyfikacja polega na tym, ze trudno stwierdzi¢, czy nalezy
rezim ten traktowac jako powrdt do tradycyjnej monarchii absolutnej, czy tez bardziej nowo-
czesng forme autorytaryzmu. Istnieje poza tym rowniez problem z wtasciwym zdefiniowaniem
»dyktatury” oraz odpowiedzia na pytanie, czy monarchie absolutne wtasciwie nie sg jedynie jej
forma (Blasen, 2024, s. 2). loan Horga i Alina Stoica zaznaczaja z kolei, Ze monarcha probowat
nasladowac ruch legionowy, ktory wywarl na nim ogromne wrazenie. Sposob sprawowania wta-
dzy przez Front Odrodzenia Narodowego (dalej FNO) — parti¢ polityczng zatozong do wspierania
wladzy monarszej — mial elementy tego, co mozna okresli¢ jak fundamentalnie faszystowskie.
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Mowa migdzy innymi o koncepcji odrodzenia narodowego oraz o tym, ze zdaniem czg¢$ci autorow,
rezim charakteryzowat si¢ antysemityzmem i szowinizmem, jednak jedynie czgsciowo, w swoich
podstawach nie byt natomiast antykapitalistyczny. W konsekwencji okazywat si¢ jedynie stabym
substytutem dla Zelaznej Gwardii, ktéra w swoich koncepcjach byta znacznie bardziej radykalna
(Horga, Stoica, 2012, s. 10).

Czas rzaddw krolewskich w Rumunii mozna podzieli¢ na dwa okresy. Jak to zaznacza Florin
Grecu, od 1938 do 1939 roku mozemy mowic¢ o pewnej formie rzadoéw autorytarnych, natomiast
na przetomie 1939 i 1940 roku, struktura rumunskiego systemu politycznego zblizona byta juz
do formuty totalitarnej (Grecu, 2023, s. 114—115). Za cezure¢ tych dwoch okresow stuzy przede
wszystkim morderstwo Armanda Calinescu w 1939 roku — premiera krolewskiego rzadu, ktory
byt niezwykle wplywowy, a przy tym lojalny wobec krolewskiego rezimu. Jego morderstwo
spowodowato, ze monarcha zdecydowat si¢ na wicksze zaangazowanie w reorganizacj¢ struktur
wiladzy. Podstawowa zmiang bylo powotanie dwoch nowych ministerstw — Ministerstwa Propa-
gandy oraz Ministerstwa Organizacji Frontu Odrodzenia Narodowego. Wskutek wprowadzonych
zmian, zdecydowano si¢ rowniez na symboliczng zmian¢ nazwy stronnictwa krolewskiego, ktore
przestato nosi¢ miano Narodowego Frontu Ocalenia, a przyj¢to nazwe Partii Narodu. Pierwszy
artykut krolewskiego dekretu o reorganizacji partii jawnie zaznaczal, ze partia ma charakter
totalitarny (Ilie, 2015, s. 110—111).

Nowy rezim miat bardzo niejasng orientacj¢ ideologiczna, gdyz nawet w oficjalnych dokumen-
tach, ktore zostaly wydane po utworzeniu ruchu jest ona opisana w sposob wyjatkowo ogolnikowy.
Mozna de facto nawet stwierdzi¢, ze monarchii rumunskiej brakowato spojnej i jasnej podstawy
ideologicznej, natomiast caty ruch, zdaniem P.H. Blasena, oparty byl jedynie na ,,sloganach,
motywach przewodnich oraz krolewskim kiczu” (Blasen, 2024, s. 12). Najczgsciej pojawiajacym
si¢ aspektem byla jednak kwestia szeroko pojetej jedno$ci narodowej oraz wskazanie na kilka
wartos$ci, ktore miaty by¢ chronione przez panstwo. Wartos$ci te w znacznym stopniu $wiadczyty
o konserwatywnym charakterze rezimu. Mowa byta przede wszystkim o wzmacnianiu instytucji
rodziny, obronie chrzescijanskiej wiary czy umacnianiu idei narodu (Ilie, 2019, s. 80). Brakuje
jednak informacji o stanowisku monarchy dotyczacym ideologii, ktorg kierowatl si¢ ruch; jedyne
zrodta, ktore poruszajg ten watek pochodzg od jego osobistego sekretarza, ktory twierdzit, ze krol
byl przekonany o stusznosci swojego postepowania oraz twierdzil, ze przej¢cie autorytarnej wladzy
to jedyny sposob na uratowanie panstwa przed destrukcyjnym dziataniem partii politycznych,
ktoére daza jedynie do realizacji wlasnych, partykularnych interesow (Ilie, 2019, s. 82—87). Waznym
glosem w tej sprawie byl réwniez A. Calinescu, ktory intensywnie wspierat krolewski rzad oraz
nie podejmowal jakichkolwiek dziatan politycznych bez wczesniejszej konsultacji z monarcha.
Z wypowiedzi A. Calinescu mozna wywnioskowac, ze podobnie jak w przypadku oficjalnych do-
kument6w, ruch miat charakter konserwatywny, ale charakteryzowat si¢ ponadto kolektywizmem,
a sama idea FNO byla czysto rumunskim konceptem. M. Ilie stwierdza, ze monarcha w budowie
swojego ruchu politycznego jasno wzorowat sie na Zelaznej Gwardii, ktérej oddaniem i sposobem
organizacji byt zachwycony. Przede wszystkim pragnat, aby wokoél niego wytworzyt si¢ podobny
kult, jak w przypadku C.Z. Codrenau (Ilie, 2019, s. 82—87). Obraz monarchy, ktory probowano
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kreowac, oparty byt na wizerunku ,,zbawcy” oraz ,,straznika”. Duzy nacisk propagandowy kta-
dziono na obraz kroéla, ktory chroni integralno$ci terytorialnej i niezaleznosci panstwa (Buzatu,
2012, s. 149-150; Grecu, 2023, s. 121; Blasen, 2024, s. 4).

Recepcja nowego rezimu byla radykalnie r6zna w rumunskiej populacji. Wérod glosow po-
jawiaty si¢ takie, ktore wyrazaty opinig, jakoby rzady krolewskie byly bardziej demokratyczne
niz system parlamentarny, ktory je poprzedzat. W tej kwestii A. Dubicki przytacza w swojej
publikacji wypowiedz Victora Imandiego, ktory stwierdzil, ze nastanie wyzej wspomnianych
zmian byly naturalng konsekwencja wydarzen po pierwszej wojnie §wiatowej, a sam rumunski
system polityczny, przed rokiem 1938, nigdy nie byl prawdziwie demokratyczny (Dubicki, 2013,
s. 96). Mozna réwniez odnie$¢ wrazenie, ze rezim krolewski mogt cieszy¢ si¢ umiarkowanym
poparciem ze strony nizszych warstw spolecznych oraz cz¢séci establishmentu (Blasen, 2024,
s. 3). Najwigkszymi przeciwnikami politycznymi monarchy natomiast byli politycy zwigzani
z PNCh, PNL oraz oczywiscie Zelazng Gwardig. Nie jest to zaskoczeniem, biorac pod uwage,
ze te trzy stronnictwa jawnie sprzeciwialy si¢ polityce Karola II, jednak w przypadku PNL
sytuacje jest znacznie bardziej skomplikowana, zwazywszy na to, ze partia ta przed zamachem
stanu podzielita si¢ ze wzglgdu na stosunek do krola i jego sposobu sprawowania wladzy (Ilie,
2019, s. 86—87). Rezim ten przetrwat relatywnie krotko, a byto to spowodowane szybka utrata
legitymizacji wladzy sprawowanej przez krola Karola oraz kolejny zamach stanu, dokonany przez
Iona Antonescu w 1940 roku, wojskowego wyznaczonego przez krola na stanowisko premiera,
ktory sprzymierzyt si¢ z Zelazng Gwardig. Zamach Antonescu nie miatby prawa bytu, gdyby
nie naruszona wiarygodnos¢ krolewskiego rzadu, ktora w duzej mierze byta skutkiem decyzji
podjetych na arenie migdzynarodowej. Mozna wskaza¢ kilka czynnikow, ktore bezposrednio na
to wptynety. Za najwazniejszy z nich nalezy jednak uznac¢ naruszenie integralnos$ci terytorialnej
panstwa przez europejskie mocarstwa. Zdaniem I. Horgi oraz A. Stoicy, sytuacja miedzynarodo-
wa spowodowata zachwianie si¢ catej wewngtrznej sceny politycznej oraz przewazyla szalg na
strone Zelaznej Gwardii, ktora przez caly ten okres postulowata przymierze z Trzecig Rzesza.
Rezim krolewski natomiast stat na stanowisku, ze nalezy zachowa¢ neutralno$¢, co stawiato go
w oczywistej opozycji w stosunku do Gwardii. Doprowadzito to do tego, ze monarcha znalazt
si¢ zaro6wno pod presja zewngtrznych, jak i wewngtrznych sit politycznych (Horga, Stoica, 2012,
s. 10—11). Wskutek dynamicznej sytuacji miedzynarodowej, w 1940 roku rzad krolewski zmu-
szony byt do zrzeczenia si¢ Besarabii i Bukowiny na rzecz ZSRR, a do tego III Rzesza, w ramach
drugiego arbitrazu wiedenskiego, zazgdata oddania poéinocnej Transylwanii Wegrom, a w ramach
uktadu z Krajowej — potudniowej Dobrudzy Butlgarii, co mocno wplyneto na wizerunek monarchy
w oczach opinii publicznej, znaczacych politykow i mediow (Ilie, 2015, s. 211).

Przygladajac si¢ rezimowi krolewskiemu w Rumunii mozna odnie$¢ wrazenie, ze monarcha
nie miat pewnosci co do tego, czym wiasciwie powinien by¢ utworzony przez niego ruch poli-
tyczny. Konsekwencja tego byta ogromna niestabilno$¢ rzadow oraz szybka utrata legitymizacji.
Brak jakiejkolwick spojnej podstawy ideologicznej dla wiadzy spowodowat swoiste rozmycie si¢
charakteru krélewskiego ruchu politycznego, a w konsekwencji utatwito upadek rezimu. Trudno
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réwniez odmowi¢ znaczenia wyjatkowo trudnej sytuacji migdzynarodowej, ktora ostatecznie
stala si¢ bezposrednig przyczyna jego upadku.

Podsumowanie

Dzigki przeprowadzonej analizie mozna stwierdzi¢, ze teza ujgta we wstepie zostata potwierdzona.
Niestabilnos¢ polityczna Krélestwa Rumunii byta spowodowana nie tylko dziatalno$cig monarchy
irywalizujacych ze soba stronnictw politycznych, ale takze dynamiczng sytuacja migdzynarodows,
ktora bezposrednio wptyneta na wizerunek monarchy w oczach opinii publiczne;j.

Pierwsza wojna $wiatowa niosta za sobg dla Krolestwa Rumunii zupetnie nowe warunki
funkcjonowania. Prawie dwukrotne zwigkszenie si¢ terytorium panstwa byto przyczyna licznych
probleméw administracyjnych i spotecznych. Dodatkowo, w panstwie znacznie zwigkszyta si¢
liczba ludnosci, w tym mniejszos$ci etnicznych, co bez watpienia bylo powodem licznych napigé
wsrod populacji oraz przyczynilto si¢ do wzrostu postaw ksenofobicznych. Koniec wojny stat si¢
réwniez motorem napgdowym do reform politycznych i gospodarczych, podjeto dziatania w celu
opracowania nowej konstytucji oraz reform rolnych, co w pierwszym przypadku nie przyniosto
znaczacych efektow dtugoterminowych na rzecz liberalizacji systemu politycznego, wlasciwie
poszerzajac jedynie bazg wyborczg.

Funkcjonowanie systemu parlamentarnego w Rumunii w okresie mi¢gdzywojennym charak-
teryzowato si¢ chaosem, partykularyzmami i wzmozonga dzialalnoscia stronnictw politycznych,
dazacych do obalenia demokratycznego porzadku. Wyraznie dostrzegalna jest wzmozona liczba
dziatan pozaprawnych, podejmowana w celach politycznych, a takze zintensyfikowang dziatal-
no$¢ monarchy na scenie politycznej, a w konsekwencji umocnienie si¢ skrajnie prawicowych
organizacji, czego szczegdlnym przyktadem byt rzad O. Gogi. Powstanie tego rzadu uwidacznia,
jak powazne byly mozliwosci ingerencji monarchy w system polityczny, jeszcze przed przeje-
ciem przez niego autorytarnej wladzy oraz obrazuje to, jak bardzo wadliwe byty demokratyczne
mechanizmy tego panstwa.

Dyktatura krolewska charakteryzowala si¢ z kolei probg budowy autorytarnego rezimu, ktory
ostatecznie okazat si¢ nieudolny zaréwno w kwestiach polityki wewngtrznej, jak i zagraniczne;.
Wizerunek wtadzy, oparty na postaci monarchy przedstawianego jako straznika terytoriéw zdoby-
tych w czasie pierwszej wojny swiatowej, stat si¢ jedng z gtdéwnych przyczyn, ktore doprowadzity
do upadku rezimu. Doda¢ do tego nalezy rowniez ciagle zagrozenie ze strony Zelaznej Gwardii,
ktora otwarcie sprzeciwiata si¢ wladzy krolewskiej. Sam rezim natomiast charakteryzowat si¢
niezdecydowaniem w kwestii tego, co wtasciwe chce reprezentowac, stajac sie erzacem Zelaznej
Gwardii, pragngcym zajac jej miejsce, jako gtdwnej skrajnie prawicowej organizacji. Tworzyto to
warunki do zamachu stanu i faszystowskiej dyktatury generata I. Antonescu i Zelaznej Gwardii.
Sytuacja polityczna w Krolestwie Rumunii byta skomplikowana i chaotyczna. Szczegdlng role w tej
kwestii odegraty partykularyzmy polityczne oraz skrajnie prawicowe ugrupowania, w potaczeniu
ze stabo rozwinigtymi rozwigzaniami prawnymi, ktére moglyby zapobiega¢ naduzyciom wladzy,
a szczegodlnie wladzy monarszej. Sposob prowadzenia polityki w panstwie oparty byt jednak na
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pozaprawnych metodach, a wigc najprawdopodobniej problemy z ktérymi mierzyto si¢ panstwo
byty gleboko zakorzenione w kulturze polityczne;.
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Abstract This study examined the effectiveness of Administrative Boards (ABs) in the management of Contributory Pension Scheme
policy on public service retirees’ welfare in selected states of Southwest Nigeria. Primary data were generated for the study
from the population of all Administrative Boards in three selected states — Osun, Ondo, and Ogun — in Southwest Nigeria
totaling thirty-six (36), with the aid of a structured questionnaire and an interview schedule, while the analysis was carried
out descriptively. The study contributes to the idea that only the careful and effective implementation of the Contributory
Pension Scheme will address the pitfalls of non-compliance by organisations referred to as employers of labour, including
the failure to remit monthly pension contributions, delays in the submission of retirees’ files, withholding of pension funds
by some authorities, and the failure to give the ABs the freedom to operate — issues presently noticed during the course of
this study.
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Introduction

A pension is a fund into which a sum of money is added during an employee’s employment years
and from which payments are drawn to support the person’s retirement from work in the form
of periodic payments, (Isah, 2014). A pension fund offers people the ability to make premium pay-
ments ‘today’ in exchange for promised payments under certain future circumstances. Also, like
an insurance company, pension funds do not accept deposits. They help individuals to develop the
discipline of saving regularly, getting them started early and helping them stick with it. The earlier
a person begins saving and the more disciplined he or she is, the better off that person will be later
in life. Saving from an early age means enjoying a higher income at retirement. Pension plans
not only provide an easy way to make sure that a worker saves and has sufficient resources in old
age, but they also help the saver to diversify risk. By pooling the savings of many small investors,
pension funds spread the risk, ensuring that funds will be available to investors in their old age.

In the same vein, Abdullahi (2011) emphasised that people can use a variety of methods
to save for retirement, including employer-sponsored plans and individual savings plans, both
of which allow workers to defer income tax on their savings until they retire. Nearly everyone
who works for a large corporation in Nigeria or elsewhere has an employer-administered pension
plan. There are two basic types: defined-benefit (DB) pension plans and defined-contribution (DC)
pension plans. Regardless of the type, many employer-sponsored plans require a person to work for
a certain number of years before qualifying for benefits. The qualifying process is called vesting.
Vesting refers to the employee’s right to the employer’s contributions or benefits attributable to
the contributions if employment terminates prior to retirement. Let’s take a look at how the two
types of pension plans work. Defined-benefit plans were once more common than they are today.
Participants in DB plans receive a lifetime retirement income based on the number of years they
worked at the company and their final salary. For example, someone who worked for the same
company for 30 years and retired at a salary of one hundred thousand naira (N100,000) might
receive two percent of that salary for each year of service, or sixty thousand naira (N60,000) per
year. That may seem good, but to reap such benefits, most people would need to work a long time
for the same firm, (Amusan & Ajibola, 2018).

Robelo (2014) views pension as the opposite of life insurance. Retirement benefits are bet-
ter for the living retiree, while life insurance is better for the relatives of the insured. The two
vehicles are similar enough that the same institution often offers both. And not surprisingly, the
balance sheet of pension funds looks a lot like those of insurance companies, both hold long-term
assets like corporate bonds and stocks. The only difference is that life insurance companies hold
only half the equities that pension funds do. Again, it is worth noting that some nations do pro-
vide insurance for some private sectors, like defined-benefit pension systems. If a company goes
bankrupt, the Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation (PBGC) will take over the fund’s liabilities.
In the US, the PBGC guarantees some 32,000 pension funds covering nearly 50 million workers
and retirees. While the PBGC’s insurance is capped, so that highly paid employees like airline
pilots are not fully protected, it still increases the incentive for a firm’s managers to engage in
risky behavior. To guard against this possibility, regulators monitor pension funds closely. Even
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so, many experts believe that the PBGC could end up owing hundreds of billions of dollars in the
not-too-distant future. We will have to wait and see (Yusuf, 2014).

Tracing the origin of pensions, Odia and Okoye (2012) were of the view that, one of the oldest
documents to discuss social support was the Code of Hammurabi by King Hammurabus of Baby-
lon in the 18 century. For instance, the code defined the rights of wrongdoers and orphans to
the estates of their relations. According to Bloom (2013), one of the first publicly financed social
security systems was developed in the late 16" century in England from a series of legislative Acts
known as the Poor Laws. Under these laws, local governments built large almshouse facilities that
housed people too old or unfit for work. The Poor Laws also established workhouses and facili-
tated public housing for the unemployed. Moreover, these laws gave rise to the social insurance
in Europe and social insurance in the United States (Odia & Okoye, 2012).

In support of the above views, Oladipo and Fashagba (2012) were of the view that the origin
of pensions has been traced to the introduction of retirement benefits which followed industrial
development. But records have it that pension benefits in particular, and social welfare in general,
can be traced back to the Babylonian era, and through stages of transformation, the form of pen-
sions has significantly advanced to what it is today.

Retirement benefits first came in the form of gratuities which were a lump-sum amount paid
to retired employees by the employer as part of the employer’s social responsibilities. The provision
of a gratuity for a retiree at the point of final departure from the employer with one lump-sum pay-
ment is intended to help cushion the effect of a sudden discontinuity of regular income. Gratuity
was unable to mitigate the effect of a discontinuity of salary and led to a further development of an
additional retirement benefit known as a pension (Oladipo & Fashagba, 2012). The exact origin
of pension in Nigeria is debatable (Sule & Ezugwu, 2019). However, the privilege of receiving
gratuity and pension appears to be a manifestations of the victory of labour in its fight with the
employer over exploitation.

History, structure, and functions of administrative boards

Inadequacies in reliable, dynamic, and comprehensive modalities in the payment of terminal
benefit otherwise known as pension and gratuity to civil servants in ministries and parastatals
in Nigeria have, right from the 1940s, continued to elude various governments in the country.
The nagging and persistent state of affairs remained with the pension system up to the early 1970s
when the Udoji Civil Service Reforms recommended through the pension reform Act No. 102
of the 1979, a more comprehensive and nationalistic approach to the handling of pension matters
by providing a robust package devoid of segregated arrangements, making pension and gratuity
rights to all workers irrespective of creed or colour, granting rights of mobility of labour, trans-
formed colonial mentality, and above all, granting pensions the rights to corresponding increases
in pension and gratuity rates within every salary increase. The reform continued but began to
show signs of decline, and this became apparent in the early 1990s. By the year 2002 alone, the
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federal government owed an estimated sum of over N2 trillion in such liabilities, with a significant
portion—about a quarter—owed by South-West governments (Bloom, 2013).

In that respect, a presidential committee was set up in 1999 by the Obasanjo administration
to proffer recommendations on harmonizing the public and private sector pension schemes into
aunified system that could stand the test of time and be a system devoid of recurring huge liabilities,
which, as such burdensome commitments, often subjected our senior citizens to harsh ordeals,
resulting in penury, mental stress, ill health, or even demise. One of the salient recommendations
of the committee was the introduction of a better system of funding and payment of terminal
benefits otherwise known as Contributory Pension Scheme. This proposal was accepted by the
federal government due to its worldwide accreditation, and the 36 states were equally briefed
through their Heads of Service and Secretaries to the government in September 2003 to appreci-
ate the inadequacies of the existing pension system (Pay-As-You-Go) and the ample advantages
of the Contributory Pension Scheme.

The briefing became a watershed as the then Southwest administrations took up the chal-
lenge in November 2003, by constituting a technical committee through the special advisers to
the Governors on Labour Matters, to come up with a blueprint on the applicability of the scheme
in the Southwest public service. By December 2003, the Development Agenda of Western Nigeria
(DAWN) Committee submitted an interim report in which it found the Federal Government’s
scheme wanting and deficient as it affected the state. Some of the issues raised by the committee
were:

i.  The inability of the Federal Government to allow states the latitude to evolve inde-
pendent pension schemes.

ii. Contradictions between certain provisions of the scheme and some sections of the
1999 Constitution.

iii. The tendency of the scheme to encourage investable funds outside the state.

iv. The compulsion to obtain life insurance cover for every employee in the scheme
contrary to socio-cultural norms and values of the state.

These deficiencies, coupled with persistent outcries and condemnations of the contentious
issues in the scheme nationwide led to the review of some of the provisions by the federal govern-
ment. Hence, in June 2004 the Pension Reform Act, which excluded States and local governments,
came into being. By implication, the law granted state and local governments the latitude to evolve
independent schemes that were in tune with their norms and values and to cater for their socio-
economic wellbeing. Barely a month after this development, the Technical Committee resumed
its assignment albeit with slight modifications in its terms of reference as it was required to be
broader in outlook by articulating a legal framework for the take-off of the Pension Scheme, bear-
ing in mind propositions drawn from data earlier collated as a result of wider consultations and
meetings with the stakeholders. Consequently, in June 2005, the committee submitted its report
to DAWN, along with the draft law. Highlights included:

i.  That the pension scheme to be adopted shall be contributory.
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ii.  The employees who work in the state public service including local governments are
part of the scheme and shall receive their benefits as and when due.

iii. That the pension and gratuity under the scheme shall be computed on the basis of the
total annual emolument of the retiree.

iv.  That the scheme shall apply to all officers entering the state public service.

v.  That the minimum rate of contributions to the scheme shall be 7.5% by the employer
and 7.5% by the employee, and now 10% and 8.5% respectively (PRA 2014).

vi. That the scheme shall address disparities in the pension rates of the existing pension-
ers through appropriate adjustment or indexing.

vii. That the contributory scheme shall incorporate some aspects of the Pay-As-You-Go
scheme.

viii. That the scheme shall be managed by a board of trustees appointed by the state
government.

Upon submission of the technical committee’s report, the office of the Head of Service ex-
amined the draft law with a view to streamlining the recommendations therein in line with the
government’s objectives for an enduring pension scheme. In June 2005, the report and the draft law
were passed to the government, which eventually considered the documents and sent them to the
State House of Assembly as a bill. Following debates, the State House of Assembly unanimously
resolved to pass it into law after the required readings. The agreement christened the Southwest
Zone of Nigeria 2008, was assented to by the then State Governors on 17 October 2009, and the
law came into effect on 1 January 2007, with the following enactments, among others:

i.  Repeal of the Pension and Gratuity Law 2006

ii.  Repeal of the South-Western Pension Board Edict of 2007.

iii. Repeal of the Local Government Staff Pension Board Edict of 2007.

iv. Dissolution of the State and Local Government Staff Pension Board and its replace-
ment with the Departments of Pension and Gratuity to handle the payment of ter-
minal benefits.

v.  The commencement of deductions by November 2006.

vi. Take-off of the scheme by January 2007.

This marked the establishment of Administrative Boards, with two departments responsible
for the management of state and local government pension matters. However, the board was given
the latitude to establish additional departments when the need arose.

Composition and functions of administrative boards

Section 33 of the Southwest Nigeria Development Agenda for Western Nigeria (DAWN) in 2006
provides for the establishment of the Administrative Boards. It is a body corporate with per-
petual succession and common seal, and may sue and be sued. The Boards may acquire, hold or
dispose of any movable or immovable property for the purpose of their functions under the law.
The membership includes:
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i.  An Executive Chairman, who shall be a retired senior civil servant.
ii. A representative of the Head of Civil Service of the state.
iii. A representative of the Ministry of Justice.
iv. A representative of the Ministry of Local Government.
v.  Two permanent members to be appointed by the State Governor, one of whom shall
be a woman (Commissioner I and Commissioner IT).
vi. Two representatives of the Nigerian Union of Pensioners from Local Government.
vii. One representative from the State Public Service Joint Negotiation Council.
viii. One representative from NLC State Chapter.
ix. A Secretary, who shall be a person not below the rank of a Director who shall be
appointed by the Governor.
x. A representative of the State Ministry of Finance (S.34 of PG LAW 2008).
The appointment of the Chairman and other members of the Board of Trustees,other than ex
officio members, shall be subject to the confirmation by the States House of Assembly (S.34), and
they shall hold office for four years and may be reappointed for a further term of four years (S.35).

Functions of the administrative boards

The functions of the Boards shall include:

a. Regulate, monitor, and issue guidelines for the operations of the scheme.

b.  Receive the total monthly contributions remitted by the employers.

c.  Cause retirement benefits to be paid to employees in accordance with the provisions
of the law by making funds available to the pension departments as and when due.

d.  Appoint banks for the pension funds.
Approve payment of pension, lump-sum, and other retirement benefits to deserving
employees.
Secure the guidance of experts in the investment of the pension funds.

g. Invest and manage pension funds and assets.

h. Publish its audited accounts in at least three of national dailies, including one from
the state.

i.  Maintain books of account on all transactions relating to pension funds.

j- Receive on a regular basis information on investment strategy, market returns, and
other performance indicators.

k. Request or call for information from any employer, any other person, or institution
on matters relating to retirement benefits in particular and the scheme in general.

[a—

Charge and collect such fees as may be specified by the trustees.
m. Investigate any other party or department involved in the management of the pen-
sion funds.

68 Acta Politica Polonica



Administrative Boards and management of Contributory Pension Scheme implementation...

n. Conduct periodic sensitization and mobilisation of workers and state government
agencies through seminars and other enlightenment strategies in order to ensure
proper understanding and appreciation of the aims and objectives of the scheme.

o.  Ensure that annual reports and audited accounts are submitted to the State Governor
not later than six months after the close of every financial year.

p.- Maintain a data bank on all pension matters.

q. Advise the Governor on any noticeable lapses in the operation of the pension scheme
and recommend appropriate measures.

r.  Ensure that monthly returns of all gratuities and pensions are rendered to it by the
pension departments.

s.  Ensure that monthly payment arrears of pensions are rendered to it by the pension
departments for pensioners.

t.  Undertake statistical analysis on investments and returns with respect to the pen-
sion funds.

u. Do such other things that are legally acceptable to ensure the efficient performance
and functions of the trustees.

The Boards are expected to hold at least 12 ordinary meetings in every calendar year and the
Chairman and four other members form the quorum in a trustees’ meeting to be presided over
by the Chairman, and in his absence, the members present shall select one of themselves to act
as Chairman (S.42).

Theoretical review
Theory of utility and preference

The theory of utility and preference propounded by Bentham (1808) quoted in Koszegi & Robert
(2012), recognizes that it is not always possible to obtain all necessary data to develop all alternatives
for decision-making. The theory posits that some decisions can be appropriately taken partly on
a subjective evaluation. The utility and preference theory states that a high-risk, untested decision,
which does not enjoy consumer or user or beneficiary acceptance, in spite of its potentialities, is
not assured. Preference would be given to a high-risk decision in which utility is guaranteed, that
is, inherent quality or value is potentially more assured to be constant than the low-risk decision
in which utility is not assured. The relationship between utility and preference is all about how
the utility function measures consumers’ preferences for bundles of goods or services. Ordinal
utility ranks a customer’s choices by preference, and cardinal utility assigns numeric values to
each preference to determine how much more one good is preferred over another. Consumer
preferences and utility are defined as the subjective (individual) tastes, as measured by utility,
of various bundles of goods. They permit the consumer to rank these bundles of goods according
to the levels of utility they give the consumer. Note that preferences are independent of income
and prices (Fishburn, 1970).
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The crucial point of consumer preference theory is this law. It states that as more and more
of a commodity is consumed, consumers receive less and less satisfaction from its consumption.
More formally, it means that the marginal utility of a commodity declines as successive units of it
are consumed, (Fishburn, 1970). With few exceptions, most of the significant developments in
individual utility theory for preference structures that do not explicitly incorporate uncertainty or
probability have occurred since the beginning of the twentieth century. Economists and mathemati-
cal economists are largely, though not exclusively, responsible for these developments. The basic
theory deals with the existence of utility functions on a set of alternatives that preserve the ordering
of the alternatives based on an individual’s preference relation, and with special properties, such
as continuity of utility functions. A secondary basic development centers on a “strength of prefer-
ence” concept that concerns comparisons of preference differences (Fishburn, 1970).

Individuals consume goods and services because they derive pleasure or satisfaction from
doing so. Economists use the term “utility” to describe the pleasure or satisfaction that a con-
sumer obtains from his or her consumption of goods or services. Utility is a subjective measure
of pleasure or satisfaction that varies from individual to individual according to each individual’s
preferences. For example, if an individual’s choices for a Saturday evening are to watch televi-
sion, go out to dinner, or go to a movie, then, depending on that individual’s preferences, he or
she will attribute different levels of utility to each of these three activities. Of course, it is not
possible to measure utility, nor is it possible to claim that one individual’s utility is higher than
another’s. Utility is just a unitless measure that economists have found useful in their explana-
tion of consumer choice, (Aleskerov, Bouyssou, & Monjardet, 2022). Total and marginal utility:
The utility that an individual receives from consuming a certain amount of a particular good or
service is referred to as that individual’s total utility. The marginal utility of a good or service is
the addition to total utility that an individual receives from consuming one more unit of that good
or service (Aleskerov, Bouyssou, & Monjardet, 2022).

Law of diminishing marginal utility: The law states that the marginal utility that one receives
from consuming successive units of the same good or service will eventually decrease as the
number of units consumed increases. As an example of the law of diminishing marginal utility,
consider the utility that one obtains from drinking successive glasses of lemonade on a hot day.
Suppose the first glass just begins to quench one’s thirst. After two glasses, however, the thirst
has all but disappeared. A third glass of lemonade might also provide some utility, but not as much
as the second glass. A fourth glass cannot be finished. In this example, the marginal utility — the
addition to total utility that one obtains from drinking lemonade on a hot day — is increasing for
the first two glasses but decreases beginning with the third glass and would continue to decrease
if one were to consume further glasses (Aleskerov, Bouyssou, & Monjardet, 2022).

Contributory Pension Scheme and its management

The issue of Contributory Pension Scheme (CPS) and its management has become a potential
problem in recent times. To overcome the challenges of pension scheme and ensure effective and
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efficient pension administration in the Southwest Nigeria, the Governments through their Devel-
opment Agenda for Western Nigeria (DAWN) in 2006 adopted PenCom Pension Law, Pension
Reform Act 2004, which brought about Contributory Pension Scheme (CPS) in the Southwest
Nigeria public service. The purpose of CPS includes ensuring that every person who worked in
the Southwest Nigeria public service receives his or her benefit as and when due. The law made
an elaborate provision as to the funding of the scheme, establishment of the management, func-
tions and independence of Administrative Boards (ABs) in the management and supervision
of the scheme. To ensure that retirees live a good life after retirement, the scheme adopted some
elements of Contributory Scheme and the Defined Benefit Scheme with a 18.5% of the employee’s
monthly emoluments to be contributed in the ratio of 10 percent by the employer and the employee
by 8.5 percent respectively (Pension Reform Act 2014). The funds are to be remitted to the pool,
which is monitored by ABs and used for the payment of pensions, gratuities, death benefits and
pension arrears, and the surplus pension funds are to be invested into specified ventures for the
maintenance of fair returns on the investment and sustainability of the scheme.

Research question

Arising from the background to the study, the research question generated for the study was:
To what extent are the administrative offices effective in the management of Contributory Pension
Scheme policy in selected states of Southwest Nigeria?

Objectives of the study

The objective of this study is to: assess the extent to which administrative offices are effective in
the management of Contributory Pension Scheme policy in selected states of Southwest Nigeria.

Significance of the study

The study will serve as a point of reference for policymakers at the local, state, and national levels
on pension matters. It will also serve as a reference point for a wide range of beneficiaries, such
as employees, employers, organised labour groups, scholars and students of management and
social sciences. Finally, it is hoped that the study has laid a foundation for further research on the
implementation of Contributory Pension Scheme policy.

Scope of the study

The study assessed the effectiveness of Administrative Boards in the management of the Contribu-
tory Pension Scheme Policy implementation on public service retirees’ welfare in selected states in
the Southwest. The region is made up of six states, namely: Lagos, Ogun, Oyo, Ondo, Ekiti, and
Osun. However, the study focused on three out of the six states: Osun, Ondo, and Ogun. These three
were selected based on the fact that they were the first to adopt the Contributory Pension Scheme
policy in the selected geopolitical area, and they established the Pension Bureau and registered
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employees with Pension Fund Administrators in Southwest Nigeria, (The Nation, 23 December
2020; Uzor and Anekwe, 2022). In the same vein, the study focused on public service retirees
drawn from both state and local-government public servants, as well as teaching-service staff.

Methodology

The evaluation of the level of effectiveness of Administrative Boards in the management of Con-
tributory Pension Scheme in Southwest Nigeria was analysed descriptively using frequency
distribution.

Table 1: Distribution of population in sampling frame (Administrative Boards)

. ABs Category Numbers of Local
States in . .
Southwest. Nigeria State LGA of population per Government in
e PFT PFT State South-West, Nigeria
Osun 10 2 12 30
Ondo 10 2 12 18
Ogun 10 2 12 20
Total 36 68

Source: Researcher’s computation, (2021).

Table 2: Analysis of sample size for the study (Administrative Boards)

State Population of Respondents Sample Size
Osun 12 12
Ondo 12 12
Ogun 12 12
Total 36 36

Source: Researcher’s computation, (2021).

Source of data

Primary sources were used for data and information collection in this study. Primary data were
sourced through the questionnaire instrument administered to Administrative Boards in selected
states in Southwest Nigeria.

Method of data collection

Data for the study were collected with the aid of a structured questionnaire and an interview
schedule.

Description of research instrument

The structured questionnaire was divided into three sections. Section A consisted of demographic
data on respondents. Section B focused on information related to the evaluation of the effectiveness
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of administrative boards, and Section C addressed information on the welfare of retirees in public
service in selected states in South West Nigeria. A five-point Likert response rating scale was used
in administering the questionnaire in order to ensure valid responses. The responses were meas-
ured a nominal scale of Strongly Agree (5), Agree (4), Undecided (3), Disagree (2), and Strongly
Disagree (1). The research instruments were distributed by the researcher.

Table 3: Retrieval rate of administered questionnaire for Administrative Boards

Questionnaires Frequency Relative Frequency (%)
Questionnaire Administered 36 100
Retrieved 36 100

Source: Researcher’s field survey, (2021).

The above table indicates a 100% response rate, which the researcher considered to be ad-
equate and sufficient for the analyzed data.

Table 4: Socio-Demographic characteristics of respondents (Administrative Boards)

Variable Frequency (n = 36) Percentage (%)
Male 20 55.6
Female 16 444
Age of the Respondents
50-60 years 28 77.8
61-70 years 08 22.2
Marital Status
Married 35 97.2
Widow/Widower 01 02.8
Highest Educational Qualification
O’ Level 09 25.0
ND/NCE 11 30.6
B.A/B.Sc./HND 15 41.7
Postgraduate 01 02.8
Length of Time of Retirement/Years of Retirement
1-10 years 08 22.2
11-20 years 14 38.9
21-30 years 08 22.2
31 years and above 06 16.7
‘What was your Grade upon Retirement
1-5 grade 02 05.6
6—10 grade 11 30.6
11-15 grade 19 52.8
16 and above 04 11.1

Table 4 shows the socio-demographic characteristics of the Administrative Boards. The gen-
der variable depicts the distribution of respondents, with 55.6% represents male, while 44.4% for
females. This revealed that more males were captured in this study than their female counterparts.
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Table 4 shows age brackets of the respondents as follows: 77.8% of the respondents are within
50—60 years, and 22.2% are within 61-70 years. Table 4 shows the marital status of the respondents:
97.2% were married, and 2.8% were widowed or separated, respectively. Regarding educational
qualification, 25.0% of the respondents held an O’Level qualification, 30.6% attained NCE/ND,
41.7% attained B.A/B.Sc./HND degrees, and 2.8% attained postgraduate degrees. This indicates
that all the respondents were educated, having attained one form of educational qualification or
another. Table 4 shows the length of service before retirement: 22.2% of the respondents worked
between 0 and 10 years, 38.9% worked for 11-20 years, 22.2% worked for 21-30 years, and 16.7%
worked for more than 31 years. Finally, Table 4 presents the job status of the respondents: 5.6%
of the respondents were on Grade 1-5, 30.6% on Grade 6-10, 52.8% on Grade 11-15, and 11.1%
on Grade 16 and above. This indicates that respondents in Grade 11-15 participated more than
those in other grade levels.

Table 5: Evaluation of effectiveness of administrative boards scale (EABsS)

Variable SA A v D SD
n(%) | n(%) | n(%) | n(%) | n(%)
The Administrative Boards regulate and monitor the guidelines for 11 15 0(0.0) | 3(8.3) 7
the operation of the scheme. (30.6) | (41.7) ’ ’ (19.4)
The Administrative Boards facilitate the prompt payment 8 19 0(0.0) | 4(1L1) 5
of retirement benefits to retirees. (22.2) | (52.8) ’ ’ (13.9)
The Administrative Boards often approve the payment of pension 5 11 6 6 8
lump sums and retirement benefits at the right time. (13.9) | (30.6) | (16.7) | (16.7) | (22.2)
The Administrative Boards often publish their audited account in at 1 9 7 13 6
least three daily newspapers. (2.8) (25.0) | (194) | 36.1) | (16.7)
The Administrative Boards often invest and manage pension funds 9 17 401|128 5
and assets effectively. (25.0) | (47.2) ' ’ (13.9)
The Administrative Boards often carry out investigations on any case 5 10 7 4 10
of mismanagement of pension funds. (13.9) | (27.8) | (194) | (11.1) | (27.8)
The Administrative Boards maintain books of account on all 6 22 2 5 1
transactions relating to pension funds. (16.7) | (61.1) | (5.6) | (13.9) (2.8)
The Administrative Boards advise the Governors on any noticeable 5 17 4 3 7
lapses in the operation of the pension scheme. (13.9) | 47.2) | (1L.1) | (8.3) (19.4)
The Administrative Boards conduct sensitization and mobilization 5 20 2 6 3
of workers and Government agencies. (13.9) | (55.6) | (5.6) | (16.7) (8.3)
The Administrative Boards ensure that annual reports and audited 4 14 3 6 9
accounts are submitted to the State Governors at the right time. (AL | (38.9) | (8.3) | (16.7) | (25.0)

Table 5 shows that 72.3% of respondents strongly agreed or agreed that the administrative
boards regulate and monitor the guidelines for the operation of the scheme. None were undecided
(0.0%), while 27.7% disagreed or strongly disagreed with the notion. Table 5 also shows that 75.0%
strongly agreed or agreed that the administrative boards facilitate the prompt payment of retirement
benefits to retirees. No respondents (0.0%) were undecided, while 25.0% disagreed or strongly
disagreed. Regarding the approval of lump sums and retirement benefits, 44.5% strongly agreed
or agreed, 16.7% were undecided, and 38.9% disagreed or strongly disagreed with the statement
that the administrative boards often approve such payments at the right time. On the publication
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of audited accounts, 27.8% strongly agreed or agreed that the administrative boards often publish
their audited accounts in at least three daily newspapers, 19.4% were undecided, while 52.8%
disagreed or strongly disagreed. As for the investment and management of pension funds, 72.2%
strongly agreed or agreed that the administrative boards perform this role effectively, 11.1% were
undecided, and 16.7% disagreed or strongly disagreed with the statement. Table 5 further shows
that 40.7% strongly agreed or agreed that the administrative boards often carry out investigations
into any case of mismanagement of pension funds, 19.4% were undecided, while 38.9% disagreed
or strongly disagreed. Regarding the maintenance of pension records, 77.8% strongly agreed or
agreed that the Administrative Boards maintain books of account on all transactions related to
pension funds, 5.6% were undecided, and 16.7% disagreed or strongly disagreed. On advisory
roles, 61.1% strongly agreed or agreed that the administrative boards advise the governors on
any noticeable lapses in the operation of the pension scheme. 11.1% were undecided, while 27.7%
disagreed or strongly disagreed. For sensitisation and mobilisation, 69.5% strongly agreed or
agreed that the administrative boards conduct such activities among workers and government
agencies, 5.6% were undecided, and 25.0% disagreed or strongly disagreed. Finally, Table 5 shows
that 50.0% strongly agreed or agreed that the Administrative Boards ensure annual reports and
audited accounts are submitted to the state governors at the right time, 8.3% were undecided, and
41.7% disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement.

Conclusion and recommendations

Based on the findings, the study concluded that the effectiveness of Administrative Boards in the
management of the contributory pension scheme policy has significant effects on public service
retirees’ welfare in selected States of Southwest Nigeria. The study contributes to the idea that
only careful and effective implementation of the Contributory Pension Scheme will address the
pitfalls of non-compliance by organisations termed as employers of labour, failure to remit monthly
pension contributions, delays in the submission of retirees’ files, withholding of pension funds
by some authorities, and failure to give the ABs the latitude to operate freely, all of which were
observed during the course of this study. The study also recommends that administrative boards
(ABs) must ensure effective implementation of the penalties provided by the Civil Service rule
2009 chapter 2, S.8 rule 10, on non-compliance, misappropriation of ABs’ funds and investment/
assets, regardless of their position, status, affiliation, or origin.
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Abstract This study investigated the conformity of the National Counter-Terrorism Strategy (NACTEST) with the United Nations
template. It could be recalled that Nigeria adopted a standing strategy to combat terrorism and inaugurated it in 2015 under
President Goodluck Jonathan. It was later modified by President Muhammadu Buhari in 2016. One would expect that since
terrorism in Nigeria has taken on a new dimension by evolving into an international network, Nigeria’s war on terrorism
strategy should also conform with the globally formulated and implemented strategies of other countries in the world that
are facing the same challenges of terrorism. Against this backdrop, this study used secondary data to investigate the strategy
put in place by the Nigerian government to combat terrorism. The secondary data were sourced from library materials
like books and journals. The Internet was also consulted for necessary information gathering. The research also adopted
thematic analysis for data analysis. The paper likewise adopted the liberal theory of globalization to investigate NACTEST’s
conformity with the United Nations template. It was found that, to a large extent, the National Counter-Terrorism Strategy
(NACTEST) conforms with global practices. Though there are areas where NACTEST is lagging behind, especially in
human rights and religion, it deserves recognition, as has been given by the United Nations Counter-Terrorism Strategy. It
is then recommended that Nigeria ensure total compliance with the UN template.
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Introduction

The September 11, 2001, attacks could be identified as the beginning of the recent wave of ter-
rorism in the 21 century (United Nations, 2018). These terrorist attacks have drastically changed
the old slogan, “One man’s terrorist is another man’s freedom fighter.” Meanwhile, terrorism is
now seen as a menace by everyone, irrespective of socio-religious, economic, and political affili-
ations (United Nations, 2018). Terrorism has since become a subject of discourse among students,
scholars of international relations, and international actors alike. The fast spread of insurgency
and terrorism in both the Middle East and Africa, especially in Nigeria, calls for the attention
of researchers to investigate terrorism and international responses.

In Nigeria, recent acts of terrorism could be partly traced to the remnants of the Maitatsine
insurgency of the 1980s and partly to the aftermath of the American global war on terrorism
in the Middle East and Horn of Africa (Adesoji, 2021). The Maitatsine insurgents, formed by
Muhammad Marwa, had the intention of establishing an Islamic state in the northern part of the
country (Adesoji, 2021). The violent approach of the group caused it to have incessant clashes with
Nigerian security forces. The bloodiest armed clashes with the group — in fact, the last one — led
to the deaths of around 5,000 people, including Marwa himself (Nwolise, 2005). The recent acts
of terrorism in Nigeria are mostly found in the North-East, South-East, and South-South, which
harbor Boko Haram, the Independent People of Biafra (IPOB), and Niger Delta militant groups,
respectively (Agara, Usamotu, & Akinrinde, 2022). Boko Haram is an Islamic group whose real
name is Jama'at Ahl as-Sunnah lid-Da’wah wa’l-Jihad. The group started as an ordinary social
and religious organisation but later became a radical and insurgent group (Walker, 2012).

The role of the transnational war on terrorism led by the USA in the Middle East and Horn
of Africa cannot be overemphasized in contributing to the emergence of terrorism in Nigeria
(Adesoji, 2021). It could be said that while Maitatsine provided fertile ground for the germination
of Boko Haram, the global war on terrorism served as a catalyst for its global networking. This
is because after the 2009 clampdown on Boko Haram by Nigerian security forces and the killing
of Muhammad Yusuf, the remnants of the group ran for safety (Nwolise, 2005). Arguably, the
clampdown opened a window for Boko Haram to connect with other terrorist groups from Kenya,
Ethiopia, Algeria, Syria, Iraq, and other parts of the world. Since 2009, Boko Haram has proven
to be deadlier than other militant groups in Nigeria and has shown the capacity to challenge the
sovereign existence of Nigeria (Usamotu, 2014).

It could be noted that as terrorism becomes a challenge to everyone, national and interna-
tional bodies equally initiated efforts to counter terrorism. At the global level, the United Nations
Security Council unanimously adopted Resolution 1373 on September 28, 2001, establishing the
basis of the Security Council’s response to countering the terrorist threat (UN, 2021). The resolu-
tion also established the Counter-Terrorism Center (CTC) as a subsidiary body of the Council to
assess Member States’ compliance with the resolution’s provisions. One of the remarkable efforts
was the global template for combating terrorism, which was adopted in 2006 at the United Nations
General Assembly meeting (UN General Assembly, 2006). The strategy is being executed and
coordinated by the United Nations Counter-Terrorism Centre (UNCTC). The CTC works to bolster
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the ability of United Nations member states to prevent terrorist acts both within their borders and
across regions. The CTC is assisted by the Counter-Terrorism Committee Executive Directorate
(CTED), which carries out the policy decisions of the Committee, conducts expert assessments
of each Member State, and facilitates counter-terrorism technical assistance to countries (UN,
2021). Several countries in the world have formulated policies for tackling the menace of terror-
ism based on their capabilities and the nature of the challenges posed to their national security
by terrorism (Martin, 2019).

Nigeria, as one of the countries battling terrorism, also combats terrorism through its National
Counter-Terrorism Strategy (NACTEST). NACTEST is a document that contains the strategy
put in place by the Nigerian government to combat terrorism. The strategy was drafted during
the administration of President Jonathan and signed in 2015. It was modified and re-signed by
President Buhari in 2016. Since then, the NACTEST document has become the official strategy
for combating terrorism in Nigeria. Therefore, efforts need to be made to determine the effective-
ness of this strategy and unearth other possible policy options to address the menace in Nigeria.
This research work is relevant because it seeks to provide a clearer understanding of the level
of conformity of Nigeria’s strategy against terrorism. This paper is different from other scholars’
efforts when the scope and focus of their studies are critically examined. For instance, Adeyeye’s
(2017) thesis was on a comparative study of Boko Haram and As-Sabab in Kenya and focused
on their strategies, while Milan (2016) wrote on revisiting the psychology of terrorism by using
an integrated model of radicalization and terrorism. In view of the fact that none of the previous
researchers have captured the evaluation of Nigeria’s Counter-Terrorism Strategy (NACTEST),
as described above, this paper aims to fill this gap.

Therefore, this paper will contribute to knowledge and add to the literature in the fields of in-
ternational relations, conflict, and conflict management. The results of this study will benefit the
Nigerian government, the Office of the National Security Adviser, the Nigerian Army, the Nigerian
Police, and other paramilitary forces or corps in Nigeria and beyond. The research will further
show the extent to which Nigeria’s strategy against terrorism can withstand the test of time and
whether or not it can compete adequately with global best practices. Besides this introduction, this
paper also discusses the research methods, the theoretical framework, and a comparative analysis
of NACTEST and the United States’ counter-terrorism template. The last segment of this paper
consists of a conclusion and recommendations.

Research methodology

This paper adopts secondary methods of data collection. It accesses information from books, jour-
nals, documentaries, newspapers, and Internet sources. It also adopts content analysis to analyze
and evaluate the conformity of NACTEST with the United Nations template. The content analysis is
important to this study because it uses documents about Nigeria’s security administration. This has
enabled the researchers to draw important inferences from the messages contained in those texts.
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Theoretical framework

Though there is no theory in social science that is capable of explaining all phenomena, we in-
tend to adopt the liberal theory of globalization as a tool of analysis to evaluate the conformity
of NACTEST with the United Nations counter-terrorism template. The liberal theory of globali-
zation is a theory that asserts the reality of globalization and also equally views it as progressive,
necessary, and benevolent (Agara, 2013). It views globalization as a process of continued integration
of world components. The proponents of this theory hold this view tenaciously because they stand
to gain certain advantages to derive from the globalizing world, such as advertisers, management
consultants, governing elites, and academicians (Agara, 2013).

For the liberals, the trend of globalization is necessary and even long overdue. Liberals also see
globalization as an extension of the interdependence of states in the international system (Money,
2021). They do not see the difference between the terms of internationalization and globalization
but rather use them interchangeably, as if they are synonymous. Liberals argue further in support
of globalization by claiming that globalization covers the prospect of modernity in the sense that
it frees market forces, electoral practices of the democratic form, technology transfer, interna-
tional cooperation, etc. (Agara, 2013). These dividends of globalization imply global peace in the
absence of war and encourage national self-determination from the shackles of traditionalism and
communism (Money, 2021). This theory was chosen for this research because of its emphasis on
interconnectivity and the integration of states in the global system. Since this theory emphasizes
the importance of globalization and exploits the trend of globalization, there is a need for Nigeria’s
strategy to also conform to global practices in its efforts to combat terrorism. It could be argued
through this theory that total compliance with the United Nations template is a prerequisite a suc-
cessful fight against terrorism in Nigeria.

The paper also uses constructivism to support the liberal theory of globalization. According
to the constructivist theory of international relations, social behaviors shape international rela-
tions. This perspective runs counter to the tenets of popular international relations theories, which
hold that the structure of the international system governs international relations. Constructivism’s
emphasis on the social aspect of international relations is one of its key characteristics. Constructiv-
ism studies how ideational variables, such as identity, norms, language, etc., impact developments
in international relations, as opposed to concentrating on material issues like military might and
financial resources. Constructivism provides an alternate interpretation of some of the major ideas
in international relations, including what international anarchy means, and it also makes recom-
mendations for future developments. The theory’s area of emphasis, which is the social realm,
is relevant in explaining why it is important for NACTEST to conform with the United Nations
template on countering terrorism. It also serves to investigate the extent to which NACTEST has
captured social variables to combat terrorism.
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NACTEST versus United Nations template

To handle this section, there shall be an analysis of the similarities and differences between
NACTEST and the United Nations’ Counter-Terrorism Strategy. Also, we shall look at the areas
of strengths and weaknesses of NACTEST policy by comparing it with global practices.

If one takes a cursory look at the structure of Nigeria’s strategy as contained in the NACTEST
document, it appears a carbon copy of the United Nations Counter-Terrorism Strategy. For instance,
NACTEST is made up of pillars, just like the UN’s template. However, NACTEST’s strategic pil-
lars are five, while those of the United Nations are four. Each NACTEST pillar is captioned with
the word “to,” as we have it in “(i) to forestall; (ii) to secure; (iii) to identify; (iv) to prepare; (v) to
implement” (NACTEST, 2016). However, “measures to” is used in the UN strategic document,
as it is written in “(i) measures to address the conditions conducive to the spread of terrorism;
(i1) measures to prevent and combat terrorism; (iii) measures to build a state’s capacity to prevent
and combat terrorism and to strengthen the role of the United Nations system in this regard; (iv)
measures to respect for human rights for all and the rule of law as the fundamental basis in the
fight against terrorism” (UN, 2006). Looking at the structures of the duo, we can deduce that both
are headed by phrasal expressions and are loaded with meaning.

Through contextual analysis, we find out that the first pillar of NACTEST (“to forestall”)
is about addressing conditions that make terrorism triumph in Nigeria. This pillar is the same
as the first pillar of the UN strategy, as both address issues that engender terrorism. However,
while the UN template recognizes the role of poverty in engendering terrorism by specifically
mentioning it in Objective 5, NACTEST is silent on this. This is one of the gaps in the strategy.
Identifying poverty and working towards its eradication should be at the forefront of Nigeria’s
strategy against terrorism. Though there are scholars who have argued that there is little or no
relationship between poverty and terrorism, for instance, Alan and Jitke (2003) are of the opinion
that neither poverty nor education has a direct link with terrorism. They built their position on
their analysis of Hizbolah, Palestinians, and Israclis. None of these groups is poor or has low
education. However, David (2016) has a moderate position, as he acknowledges the role of poverty
in engendering terrorism in Sub-Saharan Africa. Related to David’s (2016) view is the position
of Siddharta (2008), who used Latin America and India as his units of analysis. He (2008) was
of the opinion that poverty could lead to terrorism, but poverty alone cannot generate terrorism;
it needs necessary and facilitating factors. These other factors could also be called perpetuating
factors. The argument here is that, in Nigeria, we cannot rule out the role of poverty in motivat-
ing youths to be violent. Thus, an important variable like this is not supposed to be left out of the
strategy to combat terrorism in Nigeria.

Closely related to the above is the identification of “social exclusion.” The UN’s strategy
specifically mentions the role of youth unemployment and marginalization (UN, 2006). The fact
that the NACTEST document is silent on these two critical factors weakens Nigeria’s efforts
against terrorism and turns them into pseudo-efforts. Since Ted (1970), in his relative deprivation
theory, identified the significant role of poverty in stimulating terrorism, poverty, unemployment,
and marginalization are supposed to be captured by the NACTEST document. Our finding is
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corroborated by a study conducted by Aniruddha and Jomon (2018), which focuses on terrorism
in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA). They make use of data from these countries for the
period between 1998 and 2012, using negative binomial regression models. They argue that while
youth unemployment tends to increase domestic terrorism, it does not have any significant effect
on transnational terrorism. One would remember that Boko Haram started as a domestic terrorist
group before graduating to international terrorism (Walker, 2012). Hence, unemployment should
be taken into consideration by NACTEST.

Another area of departure from the UN template is the way NACTEST downplays the role
of religion and the clash of civilizations (NACTEST, 2016). Unlike the UN’s strategy, which
recognizes the sensitive role of religion in engendering terrorism, NACTEST seems to look
away from the role of religion and religious groups. The liberalist theory (Saiya, 2015) has made
us understand the crucial role of religious groups in terrorism around the world. Certainly, the
Nigerian situation cannot be different. One would expect NACTEST to give special recognition
to the role of religion and how to counter its influence on terrorism, but what we saw was merely
a mention of collaboration with faith-based organizations. This is a huge gap in Nigeria’s strategy
that needs to be addressed.

Similarly, the UN template specifies the role of collaboration with member states and build-
ing state capacity in the fight against terrorism. NACTEST, on the other hand, is silent about its
relations and collaborations with international bodies and other states in the world (NACTEST,
2016). Neither a pillar nor an objective of NACTEST is dedicated to this goal. This is a serious
issue, since Boko Haram is not a local terrorist group but rather an international network. It has
strong connections with other terrorist group in sub-Saharan Africa. ISWA is a Boko Haram
splinter group with ties to the Islamic State (IS) (John, 2020). Nigeria’s strategy against terrorism
needs to include cooperation with not only other states but also international organizations like
the UN, regional organizations like the EU and AU, and sub-regional organizations like ECOWAS
(Agara, Usamotu, and Irhue, 2022).

Moreover, the last pillar of the UN template addresses human rights. The United Nations
recognizes how sensitive the war on terror is and places emphasis on ensuring respect for human
rights while fighting terrorism (UN, 2006). None of the NACTEST pillars is dedicated to human
rights issues (NACTEST, 2016). This is a departure from what is obtainable in global practices. This
could be identified as a serious issue since Boko Haram itself became a radical group after a clash
between it and Nigerian security forces (Cameron, 2009). This clash has been characterized by
analysts as a violation of human rights since members of the group, including their leader, Mu-
hammad Yusuf, were extrajudicially killed (Cameron, 2009). One would have expected respect for
human rights while fighting terrorism to be a matter of priority because of its role in stimulating
terrorism in Nigeria. Human rights are equally expected to be included in the NACTEST document
in order to forestall the creation of another menace while resolving the one at hand.

However, Nigeria’s strategy is similar to that of the global template by adopting a nomenclature
that does not attract more enemies. This mirrors the approach of the United States, which preferred
to name its war on Al-Qaida and similar radical Islamic groups “a war on terror”” (Robert, 2000).
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Using this name prevents other Muslims from feeling threatened and concerned. It also makes
everyone feel indebted to fighting evil, since everyone knows that terrorism is evil. Nigeria’s stra-
tegic plans, as contained in the NACTEST document, similarly adopt the same strategy by calling
it “terrorism,” rather than the real name of the organization (Jamatu Ahlusuh li Dawah wal Jihad),
which is Islamically inclined (Abolurin, 2015). It also avoids using its nickname, Boko Haram.
For instance, Nigeria does not name its strategy the “National Counter Boko Haram Strategy,”
but the “National Counter-Terrorism Strategy.” This disallows unnecessary religious and ethnic
sentiments in the fight against terrorism. Similarly, the NACTEST document is as much a living
document as the UN template (Mentone, 2018). It is also reviewed every two years to reflect the
new dimensions of the war against terrorists in Nigeria, just as the UN template is also reviewed
every two years (UN, 2006).

Based on the above discourse, we can argue strongly that, to some appreciable extent, Nige-
ria’s strategy conforms to the Global War on Terror (GWT). However, the above-identified gaps
and disparities need to be addressed. In particular, the area of human rights should be addressed.
A military officer confessed that it was difficult for the military to ensure the protection of hu-
man rights (Human Rights Watch, 2018). He argued that their lives were in danger too, especially
when civilians conspired with the terrorists. He also said they were conscious of protecting human
rights when they (the military) felt safe or when terrorists had already been captured (Human
Rights Watch, 2018).

Conclusion and recommendations

As soon as terrorism emerged, counterterrorism strategies also emerged. The Global War on Terror
started in recent years in the United States after the attacks on the World Trade Center. The United
Nations provided a template for waging war against terrorists. This template has been adopted in
several countries, both developed — such as Britain — and developing — such as Kenya (Muli, 2013).
Nigeria also adopted the strategy, domesticated it, and named it NACTEST. NACTEST reflects
the reality and basic ingredients of the global template for fighting terrorism, except that it gives
little attention to human rights. The policy needs to be reviewed, and the challenges facing its
application must be addressed. Thus, this paper has contributed to knowledge by discovering that
Nigeria’s strategy against terrorism, to a large extent, conforms to global practices.

This paper, therefore, recommends, based on the assumption of the liberalist theory of glo-
balization, that Nigeria should become more global in its approach while combating terrorism. It is
a truism that the world has become a global village (Aginam, 2000). This fact has been exploited
by Boko Haram by networking with other terrorist groups around the world (Human Rights Watch,
2023). What then is disturbing for Nigeria is that it also forms alliances with other nation-states in
the world to end this menace. Cooperation with foreign countries in terms of intelligence sharing,
training, and strategy, and access to modern equipment should form the basis for the cooperation.
Fighting terrorism is quite expensive; hence, there is a need to seek financial support from the
United Nations and developed countries as well.
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Finally, this paper recommends total compliance with the United Nations Counter-Terrorism
Strategy. Since Nigeria does not exist in isolation, and happenings in the world will inevitably
have an impact on Nigeria, the menace of terrorism is no exception; therefore, Nigeria must also
exploit the congruent nature of the world to fast-track peace and security in its country. While
doing this, there is a need for total compliance with the global template, especially in the area
of human rights. This is because no one could have any justification for terrorist acts in the future
if, in fact, the present ones were addressed legitimately.
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Abstract This paper aims to prove that banditry exists across Nigeria’s geopolitical regions, evolving into distinct characteristics
that define the security situations in these regions. The objectives of the study are to examine the patterns of banditry in
Nigeria’s geopolitical regions and to suggest methods to curb it. Relying on secondary data and systematic analysis, the
study’s findings demonstrate the various ways that banditry has taken shape throughout Nigeria’s geopolitical regions.
These include insurgency in the North-East, ethnic/religious conflict between Hausa farmers and Fulani herders in the
North-Central, herder-farmer conflict, criminal gang violence and insurgency in the North-West, separatist violence and
herder-farmer conflict in the South-East, militancy, and herder-farmer conflict in the South-South as well as urban crime
and herder-farmer conflict in the South-West. The study suggests regional security measures through decentralisation of
the security system to control the complex nature of banditry in Nigeria.

Introduction

Since Nigeria’s democratic government was reinstated in 1999, armed groups have posed a serious
threat to the state’s corporate existence. In northern Nigeria, insecurity resulting from banditry has
been more prominent, in property destruction, human displacement, and fatalities. For instance, the
Boko Haram terrorist group in the North-East region has continued to demonstrate a high degree
of violence through killings and kidnappings to establish a parallel government based on Islamic
doctrines (Chiluwa & Chiluwa, 2020; Alimba & Salihu, 2020). Moreover, conflict over land and
grazing resources between farmers and herdsmen in the North-Central and North-West regions
has escalated into the formation of armed groups, resulting in more deaths and displacement
of people than the Boko Haram assaults in 2017 and 2018 combined (Ameh, 2018; International
Crisis Group, 2020). Yet, this paper aims to prove that banditry has spread to other parts of the
country, evolving into peculiarities that define the security situation in these regions.
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In the southern region of Nigeria, armed groups of herdsmen and farmers have also emerged
as aresult of the movement of the Fulani herders from the northern to the southern region in search
of grazing resources to feed cattle (Egwu, 2016; Atoyebi & Dada, 2019; Onanuga, 2019). Simi-
larly, agitation for secession by the Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB) in the South-East region
and the problem of resource control in the South-South region have also led to the emergence
of armed gangs and violent actions against the government (Uwerunonye, 2017; Abada, Omeh,
& Okoye, 2020). The operations of these armed groups are crucial to investigating the current
trends of banditry across the geopolitical regions of Nigeria.

The proliferation of armed herdsmen in rural areas has been the focus of the majority of re-
search on banditry in Nigeria (Olaniyan, 2017; Ameh, 2018; Uche & Iwuamadi, 2018). Shalangwa
(2013), Mobolaji and Alabi (2017), and Murtala (2018) are a few more studies that looked into the
causes and effects of banditry in Nigeria’s border communities. However, not much attention has
been paid to examining the different patterns of banditry across the geopolitical regions in Nigeria.
Therefore, the objectives of this study are to examine the patterns of banditry in Nigeria’s geopoliti-
cal regions and suggest methods to curb it. The study relied on secondary data, while systematic
analysis was used to analyse the data. There are six sections in this study. The first section is the
introductory aspect of the study in which the problem statement is explained. The second section
is the literature review, which comprises conceptual explanations of major terms and an empiri-
cal review of related works. The third part is the theoretical underpinning of the study, which
situates the work in its proper framework, while the fourth aspect discusses the research method
used for the study. The fifth part is based on findings and discussion, while the sixth aspect is the
conclusion of the study.

Literature review
Banditry

The origin of banditry has transformed from a primitive form of social protest in traditional so-
cieties to a modernized form of organized crime. Classical works, including those of Hobsbawm
(1959, 1969) and Blok (1972), revealed that banditry emerged as a traditional method of robbing
the rich for the benefit of the poor. Viewed from this perspective, banditry can be described as
a form of conflict against peasant oppression and hardship in society. Tiedemann (1982) and Mburu
(1999) linked the golden age of banditry to the advent of capitalism and the Industrial Revolution
during the 17th and 18th centuries, when agricultural societies became industrialized. The modern
equivalent of traditional banditry became associated with urban robbery, burglary, and kidnapping.

Thus, Wagner (2007) defined banditry as a predatory action driven by the intent to deprive
people of property through the threat or actual use of force. Shalangwa (2013) referred to banditry
as the practice of raiding and assaulting victims with the use of weapons by members of organ-
ized gangs. The themes and contexts of these definitions equate banditry with criminal activities
deliberately designed and carried out by organized armed groups. In the context of this study,
banditry is defined as the actions of armed groups that threaten the existence of the government. In
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other words, it refers to violent activities carried out by armed or militia groups against the public
and the government. The major incidents of banditry in Nigeria include cattle rustling, armed
robbery, and kidnapping for ransom (Shalangwa, 2013; European Asylum Support Office, 2018).
This definition has expanded the concept of banditry in Nigeria to include violent actions
by ideological and non-ideological armed groups. For instance, the ideology of the Boko Haram
group is to establish a Sharia government based on strict Islamic principles, headed by a religious
leader, while non-ideological groups such as illicit bands operating in the North-West region have
capitalized on the lingering herder-farmer conflicts to engage in illicit enterprises, including kid-
napping, cattle rustling, and robbery (European Asylum Support Office, 2018; Onanuga, 2019).

Herder-farmer conflict

There has been a significant shift in banditry in Nigeria, with herder-farmer conflicts becoming
more intense and leading to militancy among herdsmen. Herder-farmer conflict refers to the regular
disputes that occur between pastoral livestock breeders and farmers over grazing resources to feed
cattle and land for farming, leading to the creation of militias. It is also described as the struggle
over land and forage resources between farmers and herders, leading to the use of weapons by both
sides (Onah, 2010; Olaniyan & Aliyu, 2016). Northern Nigeria has been the epicentre of herder-
farmer conflict, predominantly in Benue and Plateau states, as well as Zamfara, Kaduna, and
Katsina states. However, new events have shown that southern Nigerian states like Oyo, Enugu, and
Ekiti are now affected by the crisis (Atoyebi & Dada, 2019). The intensity and spread of the crises
in Nigeria have been attributed to by several factors, such as climate conditions, high population
growth, and environmental degradation, which have affected both farmers and herders in their
quest to sustain their economic activities (Abubakar, 2019; Atoyebi & Dada, 2019).

Militant herdsmen carried out more attacks and killed more people than the Boko Haram
insurgent group in 2016 and 2017, respectively (Global Terrorism Index, 2017). Again, the conflict
between herders and farmers claimed the lives of over 1,300 people between January and June
2018, which was more than the deaths recorded from the Boko Haram insurgency in the year
under review (European Asylum Support Office, 2018; Onanuga, 2019). According to Kwaja and
Ademola-Adelehin (2018) and the European Asylum Support Office (2018), the Fulani ethnic
agenda for expansionism in Nigeria was perceived to be reflected in the ethnic colouration of the
attacks by armed herdsmen against other ethnic groups.

Empirical review: Banditry and herdsmen militancy in Nigeria

Empirical studies about banditry and herdsmen militancy in Nigeria are not new in the literature.
Through qualitative interviews elicited from key respondents in three North-Central states, in-
cluding Kaduna, Plateau, and Nasarawa, Egwu (2016) examined the major causes and incidents
of cattle rustling and banditry in northern Nigeria. Findings from the work identified scarcity
of land and water resources, ineffectual security system, desertion of designated cattle routes, and
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the failure of government grazing reserves policy as the causes of cattle rustling and banditry in
northern Nigeria. Findings also revealed the major incidents of rural banditry in northern Nigeria,
which includes kidnapping, cattle rustling, and pilfering. The study recommended the need for an
effective grazing reserves policy, the provision of employment opportunities, and the creation of an
enabling environment for business to thrive to curb cattle rustling and rural banditry in Nigeria.

A related study that focused on rural violence in North-Central Nigeria was conducted by
Amadi, Igwe, and Ukachikara (2019). The primary source of data was structured interviews admin-
istered to key respondents selected from two states in North-Central Nigeria, including Nassarawa
and Benue states. Results from the research showed that violence between herders and farmers in
North-Central Nigeria propels the logic for cattle rustling in a trans-locational and transnational
dimension by international criminal syndicates. The effects of these crimes manifested in the
deaths of rural farmers, the destruction of rural livelihoods, and a shortage of food production.
The recommendation from the study favours the deployment of mobile security personnel in rural
areas to check the violent confrontation between farmers and herdsmen.

Shalangwa (2013) investigated the origins, characteristics, and effects of banditry in bor-
der towns in Nigeria’s Adamawa State. Quantitative and qualitative sources were used to elicit
information from community leaders, police officers and victims of bandits. According to the
study, cross-border banditry in Adamawa State was facilitated by the inflow of rebels from
neighbouring countries like Chad, Niger, and Cameroon, youth unemployment, and easy access
to weapons. Findings on the nature of banditry indicated that bandits attack people from the forest
and mountains along highways so as to escape after operations. People’s lives in border commu-
nities are negatively impacted by banditry, ranging from the disruption of commercial activities
to inadequate supply and delivery of social amenities. The study identified the challenges faced
by the security agencies in curbing banditry at the border to include poor intelligence gathering,
inadequate funding, training, and equipment. Suggestions from the study draw on the holistic
approach of policing, involving inter-state security cooperation towards the prevention and control
of banditry in border communities.

Another study on the resilience of rural banditry in the Nimbo community, Enugu State,
was conducted by Uche and Iwuamadi (2018). The study examined the causes of rural violence
by armed herdsmen in the Nimbo community and suggested ways to curb the menace. Relying
on qualitative research methods through interviews with key respondents, the study claimed that
rural governance shortfalls, ineffective security mechanisms, and conflict among the local vigi-
lante groups bred criminal activities in the Nimbo community, Enugu State. The study proposed
the need for the government to prioritize rural security, enhance intelligence gathering, and early
response to insecurity signals in order to curb violence between herders and farmers.

Nigerian herdsmen militancy was studied by Okoli and Ogayi (2018) for its type and frequency.
Using secondary data that was systematically analyzed, the study posited that the emergence
of herdsmen militancy in Nigeria offers a fresh approach to the herder-farmer crisis, with the use
of more sophisticated weapons by armed herdsmen against farmers and host communities. Given
the dire humanitarian consequences of herdsmen militancy (loss of lives and property, displacement
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of farmers from their productive bases), the study makes a case for a pragmatic policy (such as
the prohibition of open grazing) capable of mitigating factors that trigger herdsmen militancy.

Murtala (2018) studied the phenomenon of cattle rustling and armed banditry along Nigeria-
Niger borderlands and analyzed the effect on the relationship between the two countries. Em-
ploying a desk review method of research, the study revealed that the porous border in Nigeria
permitted cross-border cattle rustling, which contributed to increased insecurity in Nigeria’s
borderlands. It was recommended that security agents of both countries (Nigeria and Niger) should
synergize and establish a cross-border security patrol team that could regularly conduct recon-
naissance the borderlands. On the other hand, Jumba (2019) conducted a study on the dynamics
and menace of cattle rustling in the Lake Chad Basin Area, Northern Nigeria. A Focus Group
Discussion (FGD) method was adopted to elicit information from victims of cattle rustling, local
vigilante groups, and the police. Results from the study showed that strong connections in terms
of culture, language, and religion engendered free movement of rebel groups as well as the flow
of illicit SALW in Nigeria.

Theoretical underpinning: Relative Deprivation Theory

The study is situated within Relative Deprivation Theory. Relative Deprivation Theory provided
the means for assessing conflict and violent crime as the product of social exclusion faced by
dissatisfied groups, resulting in the rise of armed groups in Nigeria. Gurr (1970) is one of the
scholars who propounded the Relative Deprivation Theory in his thesis, Why Men Rebel. Gurr
(1970) believed that the reason for violence in any society is the outcome of difficulties an indi-
vidual encounters in their attempts to achieve success, which lead them to relative deprivation.
The expected outcome of this condition is an uprising or protest to challenge the basis of the deficit
in resources. It was opined that frustration does not always lead to violent behavior, but when it
becomes intense and widespread, it frequently leads to outrage and, at last, savagery (Gurr, 1970;
Gurr and Duvall, 1973).

Gurr (1970) explained this position through the concept of relative deprivation. He opined
that if there is any significant difference between an individual’s sense of value-expectancy and
their value situation, frustration and dissatisfaction will occur. Value-expectancy connotes the
resources individuals assume they are eligible to have, while value situation refers to the level
of resources and facilities that have been achieved. This disparity results in relative deprivation,
leading to dissatisfaction and aggravation that can easily lead to political instability and revolution.
It was believed that dissimilar desires lead to feelings of disaffection, while unfulfilled potentials
produce feelings of deficiency (Gurr, 1970). While disaffection may largely be tolerable, individu-
als are motivated by resource and emotional deficits to resort to remedies through any available
method if prolonged deprivation persists.

Relative Deprivation Theory justifies the proliferation of armed groups along with socio-
economic and ethno-religious differences in the country. Nigeria is a federal state with differences
in languages and culture; it is passable to propose that dissimilar social values and vices will occur,
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which validates the dynamics of banditry in Nigeria and the need for the government to solve
the underlying causes of social exclusion, without which banditry may persist. Nigeria’s return
to democratic rule in 1999 was first challenged by protests in the Niger Delta region against oil
spillage and environmental degradation from oil production. The intensity of this protest resulted
in the formation of various armed groups, such as the Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger
Delta (MEND) and the Niger Delta Avengers (NDV), among others, who engaged in the kidnap-
ping of expatriates and domestic workers in the oil industry to further their agitations (Ebienfa,
2011; Ibrahim & Ibrahim, 2017).

From another angle, prolonged resource conflict between herders and farmers in their attempt
to source arable fields and land for herding and farming has been acknowledged as the primary
source of banditry in Nigeria (International Crisis Group, 2017; Kwaja and Ademola-Adelehin,
2018). While environmental issues such as climate alteration and desertification, population
expansion, infringement on designated grazing areas, obstruction of grazing paths, modifica-
tions in crop farming, and pastoralism generated conflicts between herders and farmers, in the
absence of more proficient techniques and solutions by the government, violent conflict became
the byproduct of resource competition between the two groups (Shehu, Victor & Binta, 2017;
International Crisis Group, 2017).

Research method

The literature survey method was used to gather data for the study. Pertinent sources on banditry,
herder-farmer conflict, and herdsman militancy in Nigeria were carefully chosen for analy-
sis. The purpose of employing secondary data was to sample the perspectives of writers and
gather important information about the various occurrences of banditry in Nigeria. The data were
presented using a systematic analysis.

Findings and discussions

The conditions that give rise to insecurity in any society tend to reflect the socio-political factors
that form the society. Nigeria’s 36-state structure and the FCT are stratified into six geopolitical
regions, including the North-East, North-Central, North-West, South-South, South-East, and
South-West. The security challenges in these regions have taken on different dimensions. As such,
a review of these security challenges is important to reveal the pattern of banditry and the ap-
propriate government action to reduce the menace in Nigeria.

The patterns of banditry across Nigeria's geopolitical regions
North-East region

The North-East region comprises six states, including Adamawa, Bauchi, Borno, Gombe, Taraba,
and Yobe. The region shares international boundaries with countries in the Lake Chad region,
including Chad, Cameroon, and Niger. The pattern of banditry in the region is related to the
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insurgency by the Boko Haram group. Although Boko Haram is driven by an ideological motive
to overthrow the government, the activities undertaken to achieve the aim are similar to acts
of banditry, such as kidnapping and pilfering (Cook, 2014; Chiluwa & Chiluwa, 2020). The goal
of the Boko Haram group is to establish a Sharia government based on strict Islamic principles,
to be headed by a religious leader (Alimba & Salihu, 2020; Chiluwa & Chiluwa, 2020). It was
believed that the creation of an Islamic state would serve as a replica of good governance.

By condemning corruption in government, the Boko Haram group was attractive to under-
privileged and unemployed Muslim youth across the North-East and neighbouring populations in
the Lake Chad region (Ismail, 2015; Habila, 2016). Boko Haram employed violent tactics, includ-
ing suicide bombings, and kidnappings to further the cause of insurgency. The armed group was
responsible for the bombing of the United Nations building and police headquarters in the FCT,
Abuja, in 2011 (Chiluwa & Chiluwa, 2020; Alimba & Salihu, 2020). It was also responsible for
the kidnappings of 276 secondary schoolgirls in Chibok, Borno State, and 110 female students in
Dapchi, Yobe State (Habila, 2016; Zenn, 2018). At the height of the Boko Haram assault in 2015,
it gained control of 11 out of the 27 local government areas in Borno State (Institute for Peace and
Conflict Resolution, Abuja, 2017; Zenn, 2018). The Boko Haram armed group was responsible for
nearly 300,000 deaths and 2.3 million internally displaced persons in Nigeria (European Asylum
Support Office, 2018; Chiluwa & Chiluwa, 2020; Ojo, 2020).

North-Central region

The North-Central region comprises six states — Niger, Kogi, Plateau, Benue, Kwara, and Nasarawa —
and the Federal Capital Territory (FCT). The region is divided in terms of ethnic groups, with over
230 tribes such as the Hausa, Tiv, Berom, and Fulani, etc. Owing to its wide ethnic diversity, the
form of banditry in the region gives credence to ethnic/religious conflict, particularly between
Hausa farmers and Fulani herders, over access to arable land for farming and grazing resources
to feed cattle ( Kwaja & Ademola-Adelehin, 2018; International Crisis Group, 2021). Although
historical dealings between herders and farmers in the region showed harmonious and reciprocal
relationships between them, the relationship became strained with time owing to changes in climate
conditions, the intrusion of cattle on farmland, deforestation, and encroachment on grazing routes
(Kwaja & Ademola-Adelehin, 2018; Amadi et al., 2019; Conflict Armament Research, 2020).
Kwaja and Ademola-Adelehin (2018) revealed that the region has been affected by the re-
duced span of the rainy period, culminating in the lessening of the water springs and increasing
desertification of the forest environments, which have contracted grassland for farming and cattle
rearing. The growth of cities and population expansion contributed to deforestation in response to
urban development and the increasing extension of farmland, leading to the fading away of grazing
reserves, which formerly served the purpose for the Fulani herders to feed their cattle (European
Asylum Support Office, 2018; Conflict Armament Research, 2020). Furthermore, an open grazing
law was promulgated in Benue State in 2017, prohibiting free-range grazing of cows (Institute for
Peace and Conflict Resolution Abuja, 2017; Kwaja and Ademola-Adelehin, 2018). This policy was,

nr1/2025 (59) 97



Paul A. Irabor

however, opposed by the Fulani herders against their age-long pastoral culture of open grazing
(Institute for Peace and Conflict Resolution Abuja, 2017; Kwaja and Ademola-Adelehin, 2018).

Herder-farmer conflict escalated in 2011 in the North-Central region, developing from un-
planned retaliation to organized assaults, ranging from destruction of farmland and crops to
robbery of farm produce, and wanton killings (Amadi et al., 2019; Conflict Armament Research,
2020). Although both camps (herders and farmers) formed militias and vigilante groups to protect
their interests, armed herdsmen have carried out more violent assaults, causing more deaths and
displacement of other ethnic groups nationalities in the region (Conflict Armament Research,
2020; European Asylum Support Office, 2021). The Global Terrorism Index (2017) reported that
armed herdsmen undertook more attacks and were responsible for more deaths than Boko Haram
in 2017 and 2018, respectively. In Benue State, which remains the epicenter of the conflict, about
1,878 people lost their lives to assaults by the Fulani militias in 2020 alone (Conflict Armament
Research, 2020). The ethnic colouration of the assaults by armed herdsmen against other groups
in the region resonated with the perception of the Fulani ethnic agenda towards expansionism in
the region (Kwaja and Ademola-Adelehin, 2018; European Asylum Support Office, 2018).

North-West region

Nigeria’s North-West region covers seven states, which are Jigawa, Kaduna, Kano, Katsina, Kebbi,
Sokoto, and Zamfara. The pattern of banditry in the region is multifaceted, ranging from herder-
farmer conflict, vigilante and criminal gang violence, and infiltration by the ISWAP and Ansaru
insurgent groups (European Asylum Support Office, 2018; Egbejule, 2018; Murtala, 2021). Like
the situation in the North-Central region, the basis of herder-farmer conflict in the North-West
zone is not exclusive from unresolved rivalry between Fulani herders and Hausa farmers relating
to the shortage of land for grazing cattle and farming (Murtala, 2018; Okoli & Lenshie, 2018).
A combination of factors, including weather conditions, high population growth, environmental
degradation, and encroachment on grazing routes, instigated competition over land and grazing
resources.

In another perspective, herder-farmer conflict was heightened by government policies that
allocated land to farmers to the detriment of herders. In Zamfara State, a large expanse of forest
and grazing reserves in the Maru and Zurmi local government areas was cleared by the state
government for mechanized farming to boost food productivity in the state (Okoli & Ogayi, 2018;
International Crisis Group, 2020). This policy unsettled the survival of the Fulani settlements,
restricted the availability of pasture for livestock, and obstructing of cattle grazing paths, resulting
in increased herder intrusion on farms (Okoli & Ogayi, 2018; International Crisis Group, 2020).

The volunteer guards were prominent vigilante groups formed by Hausa farmers to protect
themselves against herdsmen attacks and grazing of cattle on farmland (European Asylum Sup-
port Office, 2018; Murtala, 2018). In a similar move, Fulani herders also formed a militia group
called the Gun Owners to defend their interests and retaliate against vigilante punitive punishment
(European Asylum Support Office, 2018; Murtala, 2018). Although both camps have been involved
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in assaults against each other, armed herdsmen have carried out more violent assaults, causing
more deaths and displacement of people in the region (UN High Commissioner for Refugees, 2019;
Murtala, 2021). Between 2011 and 2019, statistics by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees
(2019) revealed that about 8,000 people were killed and nearly 210,354 people were displaced by
the Fulani militias in the North-West region, mainly Zamfara State.

Not related to herder-farmer conflict are the activities of criminal gangs. Encompassing a fu-
sion of various nationalities, criminal gangs in the North-West region operate as a decentralized
armed groups that are largely interested in criminal enterprises such as cattle rustling and kidnap-
ping (Murtala, 2018; Murtala, 2021). Murtala (2021) believed that the emergence of such criminal
gangs was not unconnected to the proliferation of arms and the influx of rebels from the Sahel to
the region. It was revealed that, aside from the 84 approved borders in the region, there are nearly
1,400 illegal routes where arms and rebel groups enter the country from Mali, Sudan, the Niger
Republic, and Chad (Ukwayi & Anam, 2019; Murtala, 2021). In another dimension, Egbejule (2018)
and the International Crisis Group (2020) linked the emergence of criminal gangs in the region
to the unregulated exploration of gold resources, particularly in Zamfara State. With the increase
in the price of gold globally in 2009, large numbers of young men were attracted to the explora-
tion of gold in Zamfara State (Egbejule, 2018; International Crisis Group, 2020). The exploration
of gold resources in Zamfara State also attracted traders and explorers from Burkina Faso, China,
and Mali, leading to a concealed economy of dealers not only in gold resources but also in drugs
and arms (European Asylum Support Office, 2018; Murtala, 2021).

South-South region

The South-South region is made up of six states, including Akwa Ibom, Bayelsa, Cross River,
Delta, Edo, and Rivers. The reason for banditry in the region is not exclusive to the crises over
oil spillage, environmental degradation, and exclusion of the inhabitants from the vast petroleum
resources in the region (Nseabasi, 2010; Adisa, 2020). Since the discovery of petroleum in Oloibiri,
Bayelsa State, in 1956, the Nigerian economy has shifted from agriculture to the petroleum indus-
try, which accounted for about 90% of the government’s exports and foreign exchange earnings
(Nseabasi, 2010; Mukwuzi & Umeh, 2017). The exploration of oil by multinational companies in
the region brought negative consequences, such as oil spillage and environmental degradation,
leading to the destruction of fishing and farming activities, which serve as means of livelihood
for the people in the region (Nseabasi, 2010; Adisa, 2020).

The study conducted by the World Bank (2019) revealed that almost 60% of the Niger Delta
people live below the poverty line, making the region one of the poorest parts of the world. Suffer-
ing amid plenty, movements such as the Movement for the Survival of the Ogoni People (MOSOP),
were initially formed to protest against economic marginalization and environmental degradation
(Nseabasi, 2010; Mukwuzi & Umeh, 2017). One notable protest against the government and oil
companies was carried out by the MOSOP in 1992, leading to the arrest and death by hanging
of the ‘Ogoni Nine’ activists by the government (Nseabasi, 2010; Bassey, 2012).
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After the Restoration of to democratic rule in 1999, as early as the year 2000, violent conflict
against the government and the multinational oil industry was resuscitated in the region. Armed
groups, including the Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta, and Niger Delta Aveng-
ers, among others, were formed to further the cause of marginalization and ecological destruc-
tion (Ngwama, 2014; Mukwuzi & Umeh, 2017). Armed groups engaged in the kidnapping of oil
expatriates and workers, pipeline vandalism, as well as oil bunkering, contributing greatly to
insecurity in the region (Institute for Peace and Conflict Resolution Abuja, 2017; Adisa, 2020).
As the crisis in the Niger Delta region worsened, the kidnapping of expatriates and workers in the
oil industry for ransom became enterprising for the armed groups much more than a device for
political struggle (Bassey, 2012; European Asylum Support Office, 2018). Despite the 2009 Federal
Government Amnesty Programme leading to arms submission by armed groups, violent crime
continued unabated in the region, with Rivers, Delta, and Edo states topping the list of kidnapping
rates in the 2017 (Ezemenaka, 2018; European Asylum Support Office, 2018).

Another contemporary pattern of banditry in the region relates to the herder-farmer con-
flict. This problem arises due to some conditions in northern Nigeria which necessitates the
movement of herders to the southern part of Nigeria. One such condition is poor grazing feed in
the north during the dry season. Since the vegetation in the north is largely savannah, it suffers
from a shortage of arable fields during the dry season, which is not conducive to feeding cattle.
The insecurity situation in the north, ranging from herder-farmer conflict to Boko Haram insur-
gency, also compels herders to leave their abodes to the south where herding can be more conducive
(Ofuoku & Isife, 2010; Mukwuzi & Umeh, 2017). Therefore, the same problems of encroachment
on farmland and destruction of crops by cattle, shortage of land and grazing resources, and defeca-
tion by cattle on streams and waterways, give credence to intense competition and hostile relations
between the farmers and host communities against herders. Although both groups (Fulani herders
and farmers/natives allied armed groups) have been involved in conflict against each other, armed
herdsmen have conducted more assaults against farmers and indigenes, including those of Ewu
community, Edo state; Onocha-Olona and Ubulu-Uku, communities Delta State; and Afam-Uku
community, Rivers State, amongst others (European Asylum Support Office, 2018; Chiluwa &
Chiluwa, 2020; Olayinka, 2020).

South-East region

Nigeria’s South-East region comprises five states, including Abia, Anambra, Ebonyi, Enugu, and
Imo. The region largely consists of the Igbo ethnic group, which is one of the major ethnic nation-
alities in Nigeria. The basis of banditry in the region is related to separatist violence arising from
the political and economic exclusion of the people from the mainstream of the country (European
Asylum Support Office, 2018; Olisah, 2021). For instance, the creation of states and local govern-
ment areas in line with the geopolitical configuration in Nigeria was met with a skewed figure to
the detriment of the South-East states (five states) as against other regions (with more than five
states), which also affects federal government allocation to the region (Adangor, 2017; Njoku &
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Ogugbuaja, 2021). Uchime (2018) also found that appointments and positions in the federal gov-
ernment, particularly during the Buhari Administration (2015-2023), did not exhibit the federal
nature of the country, but were tilted towards other regions to the detriment of the South-East
region.

Thus, for a region that has undergone a separatist war against the Nigerian state during the
civil war (1967-1970), it is not in doubt that separatist agitation will resonate, particularly when
the conditions that initially led to the separatist war are not addressed. Separatist agitation played
out in 1999 with the emergence of various pro-Biafra groups, including the Movement for the
Actualization of the Sovereign State of Biafra (MASSOB), and the IPOB (Uchime, 2018; Daly,
2020). Among these groups, the IPOB has enjoyed mass appeal and the participation of the Igbo
ethnic group (Daly, 2020; Olisah, 2021). Through its militant wing (the Eastern Security Network),
the IPOB has consistently directed assaults against government institutions and agents, including
military personnel in Enugu and Anambra states, correctional buildings in Anambra and Imo
states, and the Independent National Electoral Commission complex in Anambra, Enugu, and
Imo states (Njoku & Ogugbuaja, 2021; Olisah, 2021). In the same vein, the Nigerian government
also ordered military operations against [IPOB members, including those of Orlu, and Oru in Imo
State, and Ohafia in Abia State, leading to the deaths of [IPOB members and civilians (Uchime,
2018; European Asylum Support Office, 2018; Olisah, 2021).

Banditry in the region also manifested in herders and farmers/natives conflict, resulting from
the migration of Fulani herders to the southern part of the country. One factor that facilitated the
movement of herders from the north towards the south is the vegetation in the north, which suffers
from a shortage of arable fields during the dry season, which is not conducive to feeding cattle
(Kwaja & Ademola-Adelehin, 2018; International Crisis Group, 2020). Another factor relates to
insecurity in the region, ranging from herder-farmer conflict to insurgency (Ofuoku & Isife, 2010;
International Crisis Group, 2017). However, the movement of Fulani herders from the north to the
south was met with conflict by farmers and host communities over the same problems of encroach-
ment on farmland and destruction of crops by cattle, shortage of land and grazing resources, and
defecation by cattle on streams and waterways (Kwaja and Ademola-Adelehin, 2018; International
Crisis Group, 2017). Armed herdsmen have conducted more assaults against farmers and indigenes,
including those of Nimbo and Ohaji-Egbema, Enugu State; Ozuitem and Ndi Okereke Abam, Abia
State; Umuawa-Ibu, Imo State; Ogbaru and Thiala, Anambra State, amongst others (Ameh, 2018;
Kwaja & Ademola-Adelehin, 2018; International Crisis Group, 2017).

South-West region

The South-West region covers six states, comprising Lagos, Ogun, Oyo, Osun, Ekiti, and Ondo.
The region is largely dominated by the Yoruba ethnic group, making up 15.5% of the ethnic groups
in Nigeria. Compared with the other geopolitical regions in Nigeria, the region is considered rela-
tively peaceful, but not without its security challenges, particularly those related to urban violence
as well as herder-farmer conflict (European Asylum Support Office, 2018; Institute for Peace and
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Conflict Resolution Abuja, 2017). Urban violence in the region is connected to the consequences
of city development, population density, and economic inequalities between the rich and the
poor, which spur anti-social behavior and an increased tendency for crime (Ayoola, Adeyemi
& Jabaru, 2015; Kunnuji, 2016). With insufficient social services, law enforcement capabilities,
and an increasing rate of unemployed youths, the outcome of a disorganized urban city led to the
development of some shabby and slum environments, which provided anonymity for criminal
gangs who engaged in robbery, burglary, and car theft (Arinze, 2010; Kunnuji, 2016). Analysis
of crime statistics by the National Bureau of Statistics (2018) revealed that Lagos State had the
highest percentage of cases of armed robbery in Nigeria in 2017 and 2018.

The region also experienced insecurity relating to herder-farmer/native conflict resulting
from the migration of Fulani herders from the North to the South owing to poor vegetation and
insecurity in the region (Institute for Peace and Conflict Resolution Abuja, 2017; Chiluwa & Chi-
luwa, 2020). The movement of Fulani herders from the North to the South was met with conflict
against farmers and host communities over encroachment on farmland and destruction of crops
by cattle, shortage of land and grazing resources, and defecation by cattle on streams and water-
ways (International Crisis Group, 2017; Ogundairo & Ijimakinwa, 2021). Armed herdsmen have
conducted more assaults against farmers and indigenes, including those of Igoba, Ajowa, and
[jugbere communities, Ondo State; Irele-Ekiti, Ikole-Ekiti, and Orin-Ekiti, Ekiti State; [gangan,
Oyo State, amongst others (Ajayi & Umoru, 2015; International Crisis Group, 2017; Ogundairo
& ljimakinwa, 2021).

Method to curb the patterns of banditry in Nigeria's geopolitical region

Nonetheless, despite the strategies employed by the government to curb banditry in Nigeria, in-
cluding deployment of security operatives to conflict areas, increased funding for the military for
the purchase of equipment, hardware, training, and other logistics, implementation of the National
Livestock Transformation Plan (NLTP) and the banning of open grazing system as a remedy to
herder-farmer-conflict, it has continued unabated (Kura, 2017; Umahi, 2019; International Crisis
Group, 2021). The following suggestions are put forward as solutions to curb banditry in Nigeria.
The Nigerian Constitution centralized the security architecture under the President. Among other
powers granted to the President, Section 7(1) emphasizes that the control and administration of the
police and other security institutions fall within the exclusive lists of the federal government (Ni-
gerian Constitution, 1999). While the Constitution vested the executive powers of the states in the
Governors, it, however, restricted them from meddling with the powers of the federal government,
including control of security agencies and operational use of force in the state.

Nigeria is a multi-ethnic country that comprises many ethnic groups and languages. In the
same vein, insecurity issues are varied in Nigeria to such an extent the current method of central-
ized policing may not be feasible for addressing complex security challenges and ensuring effective
policing in the country. Further justifying the need for state security outfits, Nabhon and Aghedo
(2014) identified the problems confronting the security system to include a shortage of personnel
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to cover the entire country and the inability of the personnel to understand the geographical ter-
rain and language of the people they are posted to secure. Okaiyeto (2021) also found that the
centralisation of security power in the federal government exposed the low capacity and perfor-
mance of the security personnel to effectively provide security in rural areas due to inadequate
intelligence gathering, language barriers, and poor road networks, such that the security agencies
have become estranged and uninformed in communities they were meant to secure. To this extent,
Ugbedeojo (2023) found that the state and local governments, being closer to the people, are in
the best position to provide security in their space and to deal with the peculiarities of insecurity
across states in Nigeria. Therefore, decentralisation of security powers and functions is suggested
as a method to cope with the diversity of banditry in Nigeria.

Conclusion

According to the study, banditry has taken on a new form throughout the country’s geopolitical
regions and developed into distinct features that characterise the security environment in the
regions. These include insurgency in the North-East, ethnic/religious conflict between Hausa
farmers and Fulani herders in the North-Central, herder-farmer conflict, criminal gang violence,
and insurgency in the North-West, separatist violence and herder-farmer conflict in the South-East,
militancy, and herder-farmer conflict in the South-South, as well as urban crime and herder-farmer
conflict in the South-West. According to the general consensus among the study’s academics, de-
centralisation of security authority is necessary to address the unique security challenges faced by
each of Nigeria’s states and enable the government to effectively combat banditry in the country.
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Na poczatku wrze$nia 2024 roku naktadem wydawnictwa Europejskiego Centrum Solidarnosci
w Gdansku ukazata si¢ ksigzka autorstwa Michata Siedziako zatytulowana Marian Jurczyk
(1935-2014). Biografia polityczna szczecinskiej legendy ,,Solidarnosci”. Jak wskazuje tytut, pub-
likacja poswigcona jest jednemu z regionalnych lideréw najwigkszego — jak dotad — niezaleznego,
samorzadnego zwigzku zawodowego, jakim jest ,,Solidarno$¢”. Marian Jurczyk, bo o nim mowa,
jest dla Szczecina i regionu nie tylko polityczng legenda czasow wielkich przemian, osobg znang ze
swojej parlamentarnej i samorzadowej kariery, ale takze, a moze przede wszystkim cztowiekiem,
ktorego historia zycia pokazuje ogromng ztozono$¢ ludzkich losow, szczegdlnie w kontekscie wiel-
kich, $wiatowych wydarzen, ktore swe pietno odciskajg na kazdym kto ich doswiadczyt czy byt
ich czg$cia. Druga wojna $wiatowa i kolejne dekady po jej zakonczeniu obfitowaty w wydarzenia,
ktore szczegdlnie Europie przyniosty niezwykle bolesne doswiadczenie budowy doskonatego,
socjalistycznego spoleczenstwa. Demokracja ludowa ,,byla dramatycznym dowodem proby zre-
alizowania projektu systemu, ktorego zaprojektowac nie mozna, a wigc tworu nieprojektowanego,
z gruntu utopijnego, oderwanego od natury cztowieka i wtasciwosci wspdlnotowego zycia wielkich
ludzkich zbiorowosci” (Lutrzykowski, 2014, s. 174—186). Nie dziwi zatem, ze 6w wielki socjalistyc-
zny 1 komunistyczny projekt w koncu upadl, dajac poczatek zupetnie nowym doswiadczeniom.
Kilkudekadowy bagaz politycznych i spotecznych wydarzen okresu Polski Ludowej odcisnat
jednak gtebokie pietno w ludzkiej §wiadomosci. Rézne formy przemocy, indoktrynacji, siania
leku i strachu stosowane przez wtadzg¢ jednolita i niepodzielna z jednej strony ograniczaty wsze-
lkie wolnosciowe dziatania, z drugiej, staly si¢ czynnikiem taczacym tych wszystkich, ktorzy
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tracili nadziej¢ na poprawe swego losu. Czgsto samorzutnie, oddolnie i z konspiracyjna precyzja
zaczgto si¢ organizowac w coraz bardziej §wiadome grupy ludzi, ktérych celem byta cheé doko-
nania gtebokich zmian w zyciu panstwa i jego obywateli. W budowie zorganizowanego oporu
spofecznego niezmiernie wazng rol¢ odegraty jednostki, zwykli obywatele, dla ktorych zycie
napisato niepospolity scenariusz.

Monografia jest glebokim i wnikliwym opisem jednej z historycznych juz postaci, ktéra
zyciowe losy zwiazalty ze Szczecinem. Marian Jurczyk — czy tego chcial, czy nie — stat si¢ czgscia
solidarno$ciowej legendy walki o wolno$¢ we wszystkich jej aspektach. Autor politycznej bio-
grafii Mariana Jurczyka — Michatl Siedziako — dokonatl iScie benedyktynskiej pracy — zebrat i
zbadal niezmiernie bogaty i réznorodny materiat badawczy w postaci archiwaliow, dokumentow,
wywiadoéw, wspomnien, korespondencji, prasy i wielu innych opracowan, dzigki czemu mogto
powsta¢ to monumentalne dzielo. Monumentalne nie tylko ze wzgledu na swoja objetos¢ — liczy
bowiem ponad 900 stron — ale przede wszystkim z uwagi na niezmiernie wazny iznaczacy wklad
w lepsze rozumienie wydarzen, zjawisk i zachowan konkretnych ludzi osadzonych na swoistej osi
czasu. Opisywanie i wyjasnianie procesow, ktore ztozyly si¢ na narodziny szczecinskiej legendy
»Solidarnos$ci”, odezytywane w oderwaniu od kontekstu historycznego, bytoby obciazone ryzykiem
powaznego ich sptycenia. Powstatby obraz nie w petni wymiarowy, oderwany od wewnetrznego
i zewnetrznego kontekstu pola analizy. Profesor Alfred Lutrzykowski, wybitny polski politolog,
prawnik i ustrojoznawca podkresla, ze przeobrazenia o historycznej doniostosci nie moga by¢
pozbawione odniesien i zwigzkéw z ich rzeczywistymi uwarunkowaniami i realnym Zyciem
zbiorowym konkretnego spoleczenstwa. Okreslone zachowania czy postawy powinno zatem
rozpatrywac si¢ w kontekscie okreslonego okresu i uwarunkowan, ktore daty poczatek i ostatecznie
doprowadzity do miejsca, w ktdrym rodzit si¢ jeden z bohateréw wielkich systemowych zmian.

W rekomendowanej publikacji pokazano ztozone i niejednoznacznie oceniane losy Mariana
Jurczyka, ktorego zyciowe $ciezki prowadzity przez trudng i burzliwa histori¢ najpierw Polski
Ludowej, a nastgpnie transformacyjnych czaséw przemian i rodzacej si¢ III Rzeczypospolite;j.
We Wstepie Michat Siedziako pisze, ze: ,,nie sposob nie zgodzi¢ si¢ ze stwierdzeniem, ze na trwate
zapisat si¢ on na kartach szczecinskiej historii: najpierw jako lider regionalnej «Solidarnosci»,
a nastepnie jako senator i dwukrotny prezydent miasta” (Siedziako, 2024, s. 12). Marian Jurczyk
w ocenie historykow jest jednak postacig dos¢ kontrowersyjna. Z jednej strony mamy cztowieka,
ktorego mozna opisa¢ w kategoriach bohatera czasow przetomu: dzialacza opozycyjnego, przywod-
cy strajkdw w Stoczni Szczecinskiej, lidera, zwigzkowego radykata, senatora, samorzadowca. Ale
jednoczesnie w jego zyciorysie odnajdziemy takze tg cz¢$¢ historii, ktora sprawi, ze w historycznej
pamigci mowié si¢ o nim bedzie ,,przypadek kontrowersyjny”. I dlatego wtasnie stat si¢ bohaterem
ksigzki Michata Siedziako, dla ktdrego zmierzenie si¢ z t3 legendarng i niejednoznaczng w ocenach
postacia byto nie lada wyzwaniem. Na kazdej kolejnej stronie autor stara si¢ nie tylko odtworzy¢
wydarzenia i fakty z przesztosci, ale takze umiescic je na swoistej osi czasu, tak by czytelnik sam
mogt dokonaé oceny wybordw, decyzji i postaw bohatera. To niezwykta warto$¢ dodana tej pracy,
ze czytelnik ma mozliwo$¢ samodzielnego odkrywania prawdy i jej warto$ciowania.
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Struktura ksiagzki jest bardzo przemyslana. Juz we Wstepie czytamy, ze autor zdecydowat
si¢ na prowadzenie narracji w sposob chronologiczny, dzigki czemu czytelnik moze spokojnie
podazac za naszym bohaterem. Przez kolejne 11 rozdziatéw jestesmy §wiadkami drogi zyciowej
Mariana Jurczyka od narodzin i lat mtodosci, az do momentu zakonczenia jego politycznej ka-
riery w 2006 roku, kiedy odszedt ze stanowiska prezydenta Szczecina. Autor ksigzki dodaje, ze:

Koncentrujac si¢ na politycznych aspektach jego biografii, postanowilem jednocze$nie nie uciekaé
catkowicie od spraw zawodowych, rodzinnych czy prywatnych, ktére w sposob naturalny rzutowaty na
jego aktywnos¢ publicznag. (...), cho¢ mam $wiadomo$¢, iz wierne, petne i obiektywne odtworzenie zycia
jednostki jest postulatem utopijnym, niemozliwym do zrealizowania nawet w najbardziej szczegotowej
biografii naukowej (Siedziako, 2024, s. 10).

Takie podejscie czyni poznawczo publikacje jeszcze bardziej atrakcyjna i Swiadczy o dojrzatosci
badawczej autora. Nalezy docenié takze jezyk i styl narracji, ktory sprawia, ze to monumentalne
dzieto jest po prostu $wietng lektura, a nie tylko kolejna biograficzno-historyczng pozycja, ktora
zasili zakurzone potki niekupowanych i nieczytanych dziel, z ktorych prawie kazde pretenduje
do miana wybitnych i wyjatkowych. Ksiazka nie ma charakteru moralizatorskiego. Autor jasno
podkresla, Ze nie staje po zadnej ze stron i nie buduje pomnika pami¢ci swojemu bohaterowi.
Chce pozna¢ ztozong histori¢ zycia, a swoje ustalenia i przemyslenia przekazac¢ czytelnikowi tak,
by zostawi¢ przestrzen do budowy wlasnej wizjii obrazu cztowieka, ktdry stal si¢ cz¢écig naszej
wspolnej historii. Mysle, ze wlasnie takie zatozenia legly u podstaw tego dzieta, ktore rekomenduje
wszystkim, dla ktorych wazna jest pami¢¢ o wydarzeniach i ludziach bedacych czgécig naszej
wspolnej przesztosci. Nie bedziemy rozumie¢ terazniejszosci bez zrozumienia przesztosei. I o tym
wlasnie jest ta ksigzka. Goraco zach¢cam do jej lektury!
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